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CUuRISTIAN READER, 


SHALL in a few words acquaint thee 

with the reaſons that obtained my conſent 
to the publiſhing of the enſuing difcourſe. "The 
- conſideration of the preſent ſtate” and condition 
of the generality of profeſſors, the viſible eyi- | 
dences of the frame of their. hearts and ſpirits; 
manifeſting a great diſability of dealing with thz 
temptations, wherewith from the peace they 
have in the world, and the- diviſions that they 
have among themſelves, they are encompaſſed, 
holds the chief place amongſt them. This, I am 
aſſured, is of ſo great importance, that if hereby l 


only ocpation others to preſs more effectually on 


the conſciences of men, the work of conſider - 
ing their ways, and to give more clear direc- 
tion for the compaſling of the end propoſed, 1 
ſhall well eſteem of my lot in this undertaking, 


This was ſeconded by an obſervation of ſome 


mens dangerous miftakes, who of late days 


18 have taken upon them to give directions ſor the 


mortification of ſin, who being unacquainted 
with the myſtery of the Goſpel, and the efficacy 
of the death of Chriſt, have ane impoſed the 
yoke of a ſelf-wrought- out mortification on the 
necks of their diſciples, which neither they nor 

A2 their 
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their forefathers were ever able to bear. A 


mortihcagion they cry. up and preſs, ſuitable to 


that of the Goſpel neither in reſpe& of nature, 
ſubject, cauſes, means, nor effects; which 


conſtantly produces the deplorable iſſues of ſu- 


perſtition, ſelf-righteouſneſs and anxiety of 


conſcience, in them who take up the burden 


which is ſo bound for them. 
What is here propofed in weakneſs, I humbly 


hope will anſwer the ſpirit and letter of the 
Goſpel, with the experiences of them who 


know what it is to walk with God according 


to the tenor of the covenant of grace. 80 
that if not this, yet certainly ſomething of this 


kind, is very neceſſary at this ſeaſon, for the 
promotion and furtherance of this work of Goſ- 
pel mortification in the hearts of Believers, and 


their direction in paths ſafe, and wherein they 
may find reſt to their fouls. Something 1 


have to add, as to what in particular relates un- 
to myſelf. Having preached on this ſubject, 
unto ſome comfortable ſucceſs, through the 
grace of him that adminiſtered ſeed to the 
Sower, I was preſſed by ſundry perſons, in 
whoſe hearts are the ways of Ged, thus to 


/publiſh, what I had delivered, with ſuch addi- 
tions and alterations as I ſhould judge neceſ- 


ſary. Under the inducement of their deſires, 
1 called to remembrance the debt wherein [ 


have now for ſome years ſtood engaged unto 


ſundry 
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fools noble and worthy chriſtian, friends, 

to a treatiſe of Communion . with God, ſome 
while ſince promiſed to them; | 
and thereon apprehended, that if T Vince" ths 


firt Edition of 


could not hereby compound for the . Tat, fe, 
greater debt, yet I might poſ- chat other al 
fibly tender them this diſcourſe of ſois putlithed, 
variance with themſelves, as inte- 
reſt for their forbearance of that peace and com- 
munion with Gad. Beſides, I conſidered that I 
had been providentially' engaged in the public 
debate of ſundry controverſies in religion, 
which might ſeem to claim ſomething in an- 
other kind of more general uſe, as a fruits of 
choice, not neceſſity: on theſe and the like 
accounts, is this ſhort diſcourſe brought forth 
to public view, and now preſented unto thee- 
I hope I may own in fincerity, that my heart's 
defire unto God, and the chief deſign of mx 
life in the ſtation wherein the good providetes 
of God hath placed me, are, that mortification- 
and univerſal holineſs may be promoted in my 
own and in the hearts: and ways of others, to 
the glory of God, that ſo the Goſpel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt may be adorne@ 
in all things; for the compaſling of which end, 
if this little diſcourſe (of the publiſhing where- 
of this is the ſum of the account 1 ſhall give) 
may in any thing be uſeful to the leaſt of the 
A 3 ſaints, 


. To 6» READER. 


ſaints, it will be looked on as a return of the 
weak prayers wherewith it is attenged by its un- 


8 worthy author. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
| 7 


Books are to us, as we are to the books which: we read. If a 
Reader be vain, or vicious, curious, or cenſorious, thoſe books 
which gratify,. or attempt to juſtify: his predominant: turn, will 
Rave the preference. This book will always have the honour to. 
be condemned by ſuch Readers. But, if the Reader of this ſmall 
treatiſe be wounded with a deep ſenſe of guilt, and wearied out 
with ſelf-righteous attempts to pacify his conſcience, and to purify 
his affections, this treatiſe of Dr. Jobn Owen on the Mortification 

of Sin in Believers, may be to him a bleſſing. 


Our affections cannot be purified, unleſs our conſciences are 
pacified: the conſcience of a- finner may be- quieted by ſome 
NQrack or other, for a ſeaſon, but, it cannot be purged from 
dead works to ſerve the liwing God, but by the blood o A Lamb. 
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ö nor is there any power, but the power of the Holy Ghoſt that 
1 can effectually apply this. divine remedy.— Such _ the grand, 
7 outlines of this excellent treatiſe z which, though having paſſed, 
1 through three editions, is now out of print; and it is believed, 
7 that this is ſufficient to recommend the preſent edition to the 
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pious Reader. 11 JY 63 


DonstT STREET, 
April 10, 1783. 
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MORTIFICATION or SIN 
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CH A 


7 ks 


The foundation of the whole enſuing diſcourſt laid in 
. Rom. viii. 13. The wordt of the Apoftle opened. 
The certain connexion between true mortification and 
ſalvation. Mortification, the work of Believers... 
The Spirit the principal efficient cauſe "of it. What . 
meant by the ar in the words of the Apoſtle. 

What by the Deeds of the body. Life in whats 
ſenſe promiſed to this duty. kg 


THAT what I have of drre4ion to contribute 
| to the carrying on of the work of mortification 
in believers, may receive order and perſpicuity IF 
ſhall lay the foundation of it in thoſe words of the 
Apoſtle. Rom. viii. 13. F ye by the" Spirit ds 
mortify the deeds of the fleſh, ye ſhall live; and re- 
duce the whole to an improvement of the great evan- 
gelical truth and myſtery contained in them. 
The Apoftle having made a recapitulation of his. 
doctrine of juſtification by faith, and the bleſſed. 
A 4. eſtate 
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eſtate and condition of them who are made by grace 
pattakers thereof, wer/e'1, 2, 3, of this chapter, 
proceeds to improve it, to the holingſi and conſola- 
ebene | 
Among his arguments and motives unto hol/7- 
nei, the verſe mentioned containeth one, from the 
contrary events and effects of holine/s and fin. If 
ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die. What it is to [ive 
after the fleſh, and what it is to die, that being not 
my preſent aim and buſineſs, I ſhall no otherwiſe 
explain, than as they will fall in with the ſenſe of” 
the latter words of the verſe, as before propoſed. 
In the words peculiarly deſigned for the founda- 
tion of the enſuing diſcourſe, there is | 
1. A duty preſcribed ; mortify the -deeds of the 
body. | 
2. The Perſons are denoted to whom it is pre- 
ſcribed; Te, if ye morti p. | 
3. There is in them a promi/e annexed to that 
duty, ye Hall live. . | | 2 
4. The ca or means of the performance of 
this duty, the Spirit; If ye through the Spirit. 
5. The conditionality of the whole propoſition, ' 
wherein dnty, means, and promiſe, are contained, 
VR SE: 5 5 een 
The firſt thing occurring in the words, as they lie 
in the entire propofition, is the conditional note; £1 J's 
but if. Conditionals in ſuch propoſitions may denote / 
"PSB 45, | 2 
1. The uncertainty of the event, or thing pro- 
miſed in reſpect of them to whom the duty is pre- 
ſcribed. And this takes place where the condition 
1s N neceſſary unto the iſſue, and depends 
not its ſe pd on any determinate cauſe, known to | : 
him to ahm it is preſeribed, So we ay, If ave live 
wwe vill do ſuch @ thing. This cannot be the intend- 
j ment of the conditional expreſſion in this place. Of 
1 the per/ons to whom theſe words are ſpoken, 1 is 
| n a | > | ick 
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faid verſe 1. of the ſame chapter, there is no con- 
demnation'to them, Wy | 
2. The certainty of the coherence and connec- 
tion that is between the things ſpoken of. As we 
jan to a ſick man, If you will take ſuch a potion, or 
uſe ſuch a remedy, you will be well. The thing 
we ſolely intend to expreſs, is the certainty of the 
connection that is between the porion or remedy, 
and health, And this is the uſe of it here. The 
certain connection that is between the mortifying of 
the deeds of the body, and living, is intimated in 
this conditional particle. 83 
Now the connection and coherence of (ay WT 
' manifold, as of cauſe and ee, of way a 
means, and the end; this between mortification 
and /:fe, is not of cauſe and effect 2 and 
ſtrictly, for eternal life is the gift of God through 
Jaſus Chrift. Rom. vi. 23. But of means and 
end: God hath appointed this means, for the at- 
taining that end, 5 he hath freely promiſed. 
Means though neceſſary have a fair ſubordination 
to an end of free promife, A gift, and a procu- 
ring cauſe in him to whom it is given, are incon- 
fiſtent. The intendment then of this propoſition 
as conditional, is, That there is, a certain infallible 
ech n and coherence between true mortification and 
eternal life : if you uſe this means, you ſhall ob- 
tain that end: If you do mort, you ſhall Ave. 
And herein lies the main motive unto, and exforce- | 
nent of the duty preſcribed. | 
2. The next thing we meet with in the words, 
is the per/ons to whom this duty is preſcri bed; and 
that is expreſſed in the word ye, in the original 
included in the verb SayaTs . if ye mortify : tha 
is, ye believers; ye to whom there 75 no condemna- 
tian, v. 1. ye that are not in the Feb, but in the 
Spirit; v. 5. why are quickened 7 the Spirit of 
Czrift, v. 10, 11, to you is this duty heat | 


Y 
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The prefing of this duty immediately on any other, 


is a notable fruit of that ſuperſtition and ſelf- 
. righteouſneſs that the world is ſo full of; the great 
work and deſign of devout men, ignorant of the 
. Goſpel, | Rom. X. 3, 4. John xv. 5. Now this 


_ deſeription of the perſons, in conjunction with the 


preſcription of the duty, is the main foundation of 
the enſuing diſcourſe, as it lies in this the or 
--, Propoſition. * | 

The choiceſt believers, who are aſſuredly fretd from 
the condemning power of fin, ought yet to make it their 


buſineſs all their days, to mortify the indwelling power . 


of fon. S. 

3. The principal efficient cauſe of the perform- 
ance. of this duty, is the Spirit: & de mrivpels, 
y the Spirit. The Spirit here, js the Spirit men- 
toned v. 11. the Spirit of Cbhriſ, the Spirit of God, 
that davellt in us, v. 9, that guickens us, v. 11. the 
Holy Ghoſt, v. 14, the Spirit of Adoption, v. 15, 
the Spirit that maketh interceſſion for us, v. 26. 


All other ways of mortification are vain, all Help, 


leave us helple/s, it muſt be done by the Spirit. 


Men, as the Apoſtle intimates, Rom. ix. 30, 31, 32, 
may attempt this work on other PAncip ies, by 
means and advantages adminiſtered on other ac- 


counts, as they always have done, and do; but 
(faith he) this is the 4vor+ of the Spirit, by him 


alone is it to be <vrought, and by no other power is it 
to be zreught about. Mortification from à ſelf- 
ſtrength, carried on by ways of ſelf- invention, un- 


to the end of a ſelf-righteouſneſs, is the ſoul and 
ſubſtance of all falſe religion in the world: And 


this is a ſecond principle of my enſuing diſcourſe. 
4. The duty itſelf, mortify the deeds of the body, 

is next to be remarked. - 3 | 

- Three things are here to be enquired into, 
I. What 1s meant by the body, | 
2. What by the deeds of the body. 


3. What 
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3. What by mortifying of them, OOO 
1. The body in the cloſe of the verſe, is the ſame 
with the fe in the beginning. he Teve after 
the fleſh, ye ſhall die, but if ye mortify the deeds* of” 
the body; that is, of the h. It is that which the 
Apoſtle hath all along diſcourſed of, under the 
name of the fe, which is evident from the- proſe« 
cution of the antithefis between the /pirit and the _ 
fleſh, before and after. The Zody then here is taken © 
for that corruption and pravity of our natures, - | 
whereof the body in a great part is the feat and *1 
inſtrument :* The very members of the body, being x» 
made ſervants unto unrighteouſneſs thereby, Rom. 
vi. 19, It is #ndxvelling /in, the corrupted fleſh; err | 
luſt” that is intended. Many rea/ons- might be 2 
given of this metonymical expreſſion, that I ſhall norte = 
now inſiſt on. The body here is the ſame with a- 
Aalds 41SeanrO, and cout v, eas, the a ; 
40> man, and the body of ſin. Rom. vi. 6; or, it may | | 
Hnechadochically expreſs the whole pers conſidered 
as corrupted, and the ſeat of Jae, and diſtempered 
aſfections. Bei OUR. ä 
2. The deeds of the body, the word is p eg, 
which indeed denoteth the outward a&ions chiefly. | 
The works: of the ſſeſb, as they are called; 7&#gy - _Þ 
Tis eaex9;, Gal. v. 19, which are there ſaid to be 
7 mami feſt and are enumerated. Now, though the | 4 
outward deeds are here only expreſſed, yet the i-» ; 
avard and next cauſer are chiefly intended, the axe 
1s to be laid to the root vf the tree The deeds of the 
fleſh are to be mortified in their cauſes, from 
whence they ſpring : the Apoſtle calls them deeds, 
as that which every luſt rend unto: Though it do 
bat conceive, and prove abortive, it aims to bring 
h forth a perfect fin. * e 
Having both in the ſeventh and the beginning 
of this chapter treated of findeuelling luſt and fin, 
as the fountain and principle of all ſinſul a 
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he here mentions its deſtruction under the name of 
the effects which it doth produce. ee T4 owe 
aar, are as much as promnua The oapni;, Rom. 
viii. 6. the vi/dom of the fleſh, by a metonymy o 
the ſame nature with the former; or as the rat 
1a and t us, the paſſions and luſts of the fleſpy 
Gal. v. 24. whence the deeds and fruits of it do 
atiſe : and in this ſenſe is the body uſed, v. 10. 
T he body. is dead becauſe of fin. + IEF ; 
3. To mortify; | #1 $ava7s7t4 if ye put to death x | 
a metaphorical expreſſion, taken from the putting of & 
any. living thing to death. To kill a man or any 
other living thing, is to take away the principle of 
all his frength, wigour, and power, ſo that he can- 
not act, or exert, or put forth any proper actings 
of his own ; ſo it is in this caſe. Unawelling ſin 
is compared to a perſon, a living perſon; called the | 
old man, with his faculties, and properties, his a 4 
dom, craft, fubtilty, ftrength ; this (ſays the Apoſtle), _ 0 
muſt be tilled, put 10 death, mortified: That is, 9 
have its power, life, vigour and ſtrength to pro- 
Aucee its effects taken away by the Spirit. It is in- 
deed meritoriouſy and by way of example utterly | 
"mortified and /lain by the croſs of Chriſt: and the i 
old man is thence ſaid to be crucified with Chriſt, 1 
Rom. vi. 6; and our ſelves to be dead with bim, v. 8. 
and really, initially in regeneration, Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5. #44 
when a principle contrary'to it, and defrudive of © | 
it, Gal. v. 17, is planted in our hearts: but the Was 
whole work is by degrees to be carried on towards | 
perfection all our days. Of this more in the pro- 
ceſs of our diſcourſe, ' , "I. | 
Ike intendment of the-Apoſtle in this preſerip- | 
tion of the duty mentioned, is, that The mortifi= |, 
, cation of indauelling fin, remaining in our mortal Bo- 
dies, that it may not have + and power to bring 
forth the works or deeds of the Hab, is the conflant 4 
4e of believers. © ; 
5 | $+ The 
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F. The promiſes unto this dug is Het ye all 
five. The life promiſed, is oppoſed to the earth 
threatened in the clauje foregoing : Tf ye live after 
the fleſh, ye ſpall die; which the ſame"Apoſtle elſe. 
where expreſſeth; ye Hall 1 the fleſh yeaf corruption : 
Gal. vi. 8. or deſtruction from God, Now, per- 
haps, the word may not only intent cternu Tife, 
but alſo the ſpiritual life in- Chriſt Which here wWe 
have; not as to the gence and bug of it, which 


is already enjoyed by believers,” but, as to the 7%, 


comfort, and wigewr of it: as the Kpoltie fays in 
another caſe, Now I live if ye ſtand fu, 1 Theft, 
iii. 8, Now my life will do me good; I ſhall have 
ivy and comfort with my life: ye ſhall live, lead a 


— 


good, vigorous, comfortable, ſpiritual life whilſt 


you are here, and obtain eternal life hereafter. 


Suppoſing what was ſaid before of the connection 
between mortiffcation and eternal life, as of means 
and end, I ſhall add only as a ſecond motive to the 
duty preſcribed, that | 

The vigour and power and comfort of gur ſpiritual 
life, depends on the mortification of the deeds of the - 


fee | | 


: 


HL EY 


7 he principal aſſertion concerning the neceſſity of mor- 
tification propoſed to confirmation, Mortiſicul ion 
the duty of the beſt Believers, Col. iii. 5. 1 Cor. 
ix. 27. Indæuelling /in always alias Noe per- 
| B Fiction 
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Faction in this life.) Phil. iii. 12. 1 Cor. xiii. 12, 
2 Pet. iii. 18. Gal. v. xvii, &c. The activity 
F abiding ſin in Believers : Rom. vii. 23, Jam. 
iv. 5. Heb. xii. 1. It fruitfulne/s and ten- 
dency. Emery luſt aims at the height in its kind, 
The Spirit aud new nature given ta contend againff 
indæbelling fn. Gal. v. 17. 2 Pet. i. 4, 5 
Rom. vii. 23. The fearful iſſue of the negle& of 
morti cation. Rev, iii. 2. Heb; iii. 13. The 
' firſt general principle ef the whole diſcourſe hence 
confirmed. M ant of this duty lamented. | 


AVING laid this foundation, a brief con- 
firmation of the forementioned principal de- 
Auctions will lead me to what I chiefly intend, The 
firſt 15, | 
That T he choiceſt believers, aubo are afſuredly freed 


from the condemning power of fin, ought yet to make it 


their bufeneſs all their days to mortify the indwelling 
power of fan. $74 | 127 | 
80 the Apoſtle, Col. iii. 5. Mortify therefore 
your members, which are upon the earth. Whom 
ſpeaks he to? Such as were riſen with Chriſt, v. 1 
ſuch as were dead with him, v. 3. ſuch as whoſe 
life Chriſt was, and who ſhould appear with him in 
glory, v. 4. Do you mortify ; do you make it your 
daily work, be always at it whilit you live, ceaſe 
not a day from this work; be killiag ſin, or it 
will be killing you; your being dead with Chri/t 
wirtually, your being guickened with him, will not 
excuſe you from this work; And our Saviour tells 
us, how his Father deals with every branch in him 
that beareth fruit, every true and living branch; 
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit, 
John, xv. 2. He prunes it, and that not for a day 
or two, but whilſt it is a branch in this world. And 


the Apoſtle tells you what was his practice, 1 Cor. 


ix. 27. J keep under my body, and bring it into ſubs 
jection. 


| 
| 
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jechion. I do it (faith he) daily, it is the work of 
my life, I ont it not; this is my bufineſs. And 
if this were the work and buſiſteſs of Paul, who + 
was fo incomparably exalted in grace, light, re- 
velations, enjoyments, privileges, conſolations, 
above the ordinary meaſure of believers; Where 
may we poſſibly bottom an exemption from this 
work and duty whilſt we are in this world? Some 
brief account of the reaſons hereof may be given. 
1. Indavelling fin always abide, whillt we are in 
7 this world, therefore it is always to be worrifed. 
The vain, fooliſh, and ignorant diſputes of men, 
about perfect keeping of the colmnnds of God, of 
if perfection in this life, of being wholly ond , = 
| dead to ſin, I meddle not now with. It is more than 
\ probable, that the men of thoſe” abominations, 
never knew'what belonged tb che tee of any ole 
4 of God's commands; and are fo much below per- 
* faction of degrees, that they never attained to a per- 
N fection of parts in obedience, or arver/rl obed}- 
ence in ſincerity. And therefore many in our days 
ho have talked of perfection; ave been Wiler, and 
have affirmed it to conſiſt in knowing no difference 
between good and ew#/. Not chat they are perfet᷑t in 
1 the things we call good, but that all is a ke ro them; 
and the height of wickedneſs is their perfection. 
; & Others who have found out a new way te it, By 
= _ denying original indwellmg ſin, and à tempet- 
| ing the /prrituality of the hw of God, unto- 
men's carnal hearts; as they have ſufficiently 
diſcovered themſelves to be ignorant of the Hife of 
- Chriſt, and the power of it in believers, ſo th 
have invented a new righteouſneſs, that the Gol. 
pel knows not of, being vainly puffed up by their 
fleſhly minds. For us, who dare / be bit above 
aohat is written, nor boaſt by other mens lives of 
what God hath not done for us, we ſay, that 7z- 
dauelling /ia lives in us in ſome meaſure and degree 
| B 2  - whilſt 
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' whilſt we are in this world. We dare not ſpeak as 


£4 houg h WE bad already. attained, or were already per- 


day d day, whilſt here we live, 2 Cor. iv. 16. and 
according to the revowations of | the ueEW, are the 
| breaches and decays of the e/d. While we are here, 


Wie know but in part, 1 Cor, xiii. 12. having a re- 


. maining darkneſs to be gradually removed, by our 
growth in the knewledge of our Lord Feſus Ghrift« 
2 Pet. iii. 18. And the fleſh luſteth againſt the 
Spirit, ſo that we cannot do the things that we 
would, Gal. v.17, and are therefore defective in 


our obedience. as well as in our light, 1 John, i. 8. 


We have a body of death, Rom. vii. 24. from whence 
we are not delivered, but by the death of our bodies, 
Phil. iii. 21, now it being our duty to mortify, to 


de killing of fin ; Whilſt it is in us, we muſt be at 


work. He that is appointed to kill an enemy, if 
he leave ſtriking, before the other ceaſes living, 


doth but half his work. Gal. vi. 9. Heb. xii. 1. 


3:60 MRI 


2. Sin doth not only ſtill abide'in us, but is Kill 


acting, ſtill labouring to bring forth the deeds of 
the fleſn; When ſin lets us alone, we may let ſin 
alone: But as ſin is never leſs quiet, than when it 


ſeems to be moſt quiet; and its waters are for the 
moſt part deep, When they are ſtill; fo ought our 
. contriyances againſt it to be; vigorous at all times, 
in all conditions, even where there is leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion. Sin doth not only abide in us, but the law of 


the nemberꝭ is ill rebelling againſtibe law of themind, 


Rom, vii, 23. and the Spirit that dwells in us luſt- 
eth to envy, Jam. iv. 5. It is always in continual 
work, the flaſb luſteth again the Spirit, Gal. v. 17. 


Luſt is fall Tempting and concei ing ſin, Fam. i. 14. 
In every moral action, it is always either inclining 


to evil, or hindering from that which is good, or 


It 
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It inclines to evil; the evil that 1 would not, that 1 
do, ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. vii. 19. whence is that ? 
Why, becauſe in me, that is, in my fleſþ dwelleth no 
good thing: and it hinders from good; the good that 
1 would do, that I do not, v. 19. upon the fame ac- 
count, either I do it not; or not as I ſhould}; all 
my holy things being defiled by this fin. The fe 
- Luſteth againſt the Spirit, that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would, Gal. v. 17. and it unframes our 
Spirit; and thence is called the fir that ſo eaftly be- 
ets us, Heb. xii. r. on which account are thoſe 
grievous complaints that the Apoſtle makes of it. 
Rom. vii. So that ſin is always acting, always 
conceiving, always ſeducing and tempting. Who 
can ſay that he had ever any thing to do with God, 
or for God, that indwelling fin had not an hand'in 
the corrupting of what he did? And this trade will 
it drive more or leſs all our days; if then fin will 
be always acting, if we be not always mortifying, 
we are loſt creatures. He that ſtands ftill, and 
fuffers his enemies to double blows upon him with. 
out reſiſtance, will undoubtedly be conquered in 
the iflue : If ſin be ſubtil, watchful, ſtrong, and 
always at work in the buſineſs of killing our ſouls; 
and we be ſlothful, negligent, fooliſh, in proceed- 
ing to the ruin thereof, can we expect a comforts 
able event? There is not a day but fin foils, or is 
foiled ; prevails, or is prevailed on; and it will be 
ſo whilſt we live in this world. I ſhall diſcharge 
him from this duty, who can bring ſin to a com- 

ſition, to a cęſſation of arms in this warfare; 
If it will ſpare him any one day, in any one duty, 
(provided he be a perſon that is acquainted with 

e ſpirituality of 1 and the ſubtilty of 
ſin) let him ſay to his ſoul, as to this duty, ſoul 
take thy reſt. The ſaints whoſe ſouls breath after 
deliverance from its perplexing rebellion, know 
| | | B 3 there 


there is no ſafety againſt it, but in a conſtant War- 


' 7% MORTIFICATION f 


* 


re. | | 
3. Sin will not only be /#riwing, ating, rebel- 


ing, troubling, diſquieting , but if let alone, if not 
continually martiſed, it will bring forth great, 
curſed, ſcandalous, ſoul-deſtroying fins. The Apoſtle 


tells us what the works and fruits of it are, Gal. 
V. 19, 20, 21. The works of the fleſh are manifeſt ; 


achich are, Adultery, fornication, uneleanneſs, laſci- ' 


wreuſneſss tdelatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, ftrife, ſeditions, berefies envyings, 


murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch lite. You 


know what it did in David, and ſundry others. 
Sin aims always at the utmoſt : every time it riſes 
up to tempt or entice, might ĩt have its own courle, 


it would go out to the utmoſt fin' in that mo 
Every unclean thought or glance would be adul- 


tery, if it could; every covetous deſire would be 
oppreflion ; every thought of unbelief would be 


atheiſm, might it grow to its head. Men may 


come to that, that ſin may not be heard ſpeaking 
a ſcandalous word in their hearts; that is, pro- 
woking to any great fin. with ſcandal in its mouth; 
but every riſe of luſt, 1 85 it have its courſe, would 


come to the height of villainy. It is like the 
rave, that is never ſatisfied. And herein lies no 


mall ſhare of the gzceitfulne/s of fin, by which it 
prevails to the hardening of men, and fo to their 
ruin: Heb. iii. 13. It is modeſt as it were in its 
firſt motions and propoſals; but having once got 
footing in the heart by them, it conſtantly makes 
good its ground, and preſſeth on to ſome farther 


degrees in the ſame kind; this new acting and 


Freffing forward, makes the ſoul take little notice 
of what an entrance to a falling off from God is 


already made ; it thinks all 1s indifferent well, if 


there be no farther progreſt; and fo far as the foul 


is made inſenſible of any fin, that is, as to ſuch a 
; ſenſe 
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Tenſe as the Goſpel requireth, ſo far it is hardenech: 
bur ſin is fill preſſing forward; and that becauſe 


it hath o beards but utter relinquiſhment of Gd, 


and oppoſition to him; that it proceeds towards 


its Height by d , making good the ground it 
hath — by h fs, is not from its garure, but 


its deceirfulneſs. Now nothing can prevent chis, 
but mortißcation. That withers the root and 
ſtrikes at the head of fin every hour, that what- 
ever it aims at, it is croſſed'm. There is not the. 
beft faint in the world, but if he ſhonld give over 
this duty would fall into as many curſed fins as 
ver any did of his kind.. A * 9 
4. This is one main reaſon why the Spirit and 
the new nature is given unto us, that we may 
have a principle Within, whereby to oppoſe fin 


and luſt: The feb Infteth againſt the Spirit well, 


and what then? Why the” Spirit alſo lufteth againſt 
the fleſb, Gal. v. 17. There is a propenfity in 
the Spirit, or ſpiritual new Nature, to be acting 
againſt the fleſh, as well as in the fleſh to be act- 


ing againſt the Spirit: So 2 Pet. i. 4 5. I is our 
t 


participation of the Divine Nature, that gives us an 
wy from the pollutions that are in the world through 
luft : And Rom. vii. 23. there is a Jaw of the mind, 
as well as a [aw of the nembert. Now this 18, (1) 
The moſt unjuſt and unreaſonable thing in the 
world; when two combatants are engaged, to 
bind one, and keep him up from doing his utmoſt, 
and to leave the other at liberty to wound him at his 
pleaſure. And (z) the fooliſheft thing in the 
world, to bind him who'fights for our eternal con- 
dition, and to let him alone who feeks aud vio- 
lently attempts our everlaſting ruin. The con- 
teſt is for our /ives.and /auls.. Not to be datty em- 
ploying the Spirit and new nature, for the morti- 

ing of fin, is to negle& that excellent furcaur, 
which God hath given us "againſt our greateſt 

. B4. | enemy. 
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enemy. If we 8 make uſe of What we 
- have received, G may juſtly hold his hand from 
giving us more. His graces as well as his gifts. 
are beſtow ed on us to uſe, exerciſe, and trade with. 
Not to be daily - mortifying fin, is to fin againſt 
the goodneſs, lindugſi, wiſdom, grace, and love of 
God, who hath furniſhed, us with a principle of 
donate i ·˙· thioe +: „ 
5 5. Negligence in this duty caſts. the ſoul into a 
1 perfect contrary condition to that, which the 
i Apoſtle affirms was his, 2 Cor. iv. 16. Though 
our outward man periſh, our inward man is renewed 
day by day. In theſe the inward man periſheth, 
| and the outward man is renewed day by day. Sin 
| [| is as the houſe of; David, and grace as the houſe of 
1 Saul. Eæerciſe and ſucce/s are the two main che- 
1 riþers of grace in the heart; when it is ſuffered 
it to lie ſtill, it withers and decays; the things of 
it are ready to die, Rev. iii. 2. and fin 175 4 
ground towards the hardening of the heart ;, Heb, 
Ui. 13. This is that which I intend ; by the 
omiſſion of this duty, grace withers, luſt flon- 
riſheth, and the frame of the heart grows worſe 
and worſe: and the Lord knows what deſperate 
and fearful iflues it hath had with many. Where 
ſin through the neglect of mortification gets a 
. conſiderable victory, it breaks the bones of the 
foul, P/al.. xxxi. 10. P/al. li. 8. and makes a 
man weak, ſick, and ready to die, P/al. xxxviil. 
3, 4, 5+ that he cannot look up, P/al.' xl. 12, 
{/a. xxxiii. 24. and when poor creatures will 
take blow after blow, wound after wound, foil af. 
ter foil, and. never rouſe up themſelves to a vigor- 
ous appoſition, can they expect any thing but to 
be hardened through the deceirfulneſs of fin; and 
that their ſouls ſhould bleed to death? 2 Job. viii. 
Indeed it is a ſad thing to conſider the fearful i ue 
of this neglect, which lie under our eyes every 


day. 
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day. See we not thoſe whom we knew humble, 
melting, broken-hearted Chriſtians, tender and 
fearful to offend, zealous for God, and all his 
ways, his ſabbaths, and ordinz nes, grown, 
through a neglect of watching unte this duty, 
earthly, carnal, cold, wrathful, complying with 
the men of the world, and things of the world, 
to the ſcandal of religion, and the fearful tem 
tation of them that know them? The truth is, 
what between placing mortiſeation in a rigid ſtub- 
born frame of Spirit which is for the moſt part 
earthly, legal, cenſorious, partial, conſiſtent with 
wrath, envy, malice, pride, on the one hand, 
and pretences of liberty, grace, and I know not 
what on the other, true evangelical mortification 
is almoſt loſt amongſt us; of which afterwards: 
6. It is our duty to be pen holineſs in the 
fear of the Lord, 2 Cor. vii. 1. To be growing in 
grace every day, 1 Pet, ii. 2. 2 Pet. ii. 18. To 
be renewing our inward man day by day, 2 Cor. 
iv. 16. Now this cannot be done without the 
daily mortifying of ſin: Sin ſets its ſtrength 3 
every act of holineſs, and againſt every de 
we grow to. Let not that man think he makes 
any progreſs in holineſs, who walks not over the 
'bellics of his luſts; he, who doth not kill {mn 
in his way, takes no ſteps towards his jJourney's 
end. He who finds not operon from it, and 
who ſets not himſelf in every particular to its mor- 
tification, is at peace with it, not Hing to it. 
This then is the firſt general principle of our en- 
ſuing diſcourſe: Notwithſtanding the meritoriour 
mortification (if I may fo ſpeak) of all and every 
fin in the croG of Chriſt; notwrthftandmg the 
real foundation of univerfal mortifieation lard” in 
our firſt converſion, By conviction of fin, bumt- 
lation for fin, and the implantation of a new prin- 
ciple, oppoſite to it, and detructivt of it; — 
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nin doth ſo remain, ſo act, and work, in the beſt 
of believers, whilſt they live in- this world, that 
the conſtant daily mortification of it is all their days 
incumbent on them. Before I proceed to the con- 
fideration of the next principle, I cannot but by 
the way complain of many profefiors of theſe days; 
who, inſtead of bringing forth ſuch great and evt- 
dent fruits of mortification, as are expected, 
ſcarce hear any leaves of it. There is indeed a 
broad light fallen upon the men of this gene- 
ration; and together therewith many ſpiritual 
gifts communicated; which with ſome other con- 
fiderations have wonderfully enlarged the bounds 
of profeſſors and profeſſion 3 both they and it are 
exceedingly multiplied and increaſed. Hence there 
35 2. noue of religion and religious duties in every 
corner; preaching in abundance ; and that not 
in an empty, light, trivial and vain manner, as 
formerly, but to a good proportion of a ſpiritual 
gift ; ſo that if you will meaſure the number of 
elievers by light, gifts and profeſſion, the 
Church may have . to ſay, Who hath born me 
all theſe? But now if you will take the meaſuye 
of them by this great diſcriminating grace of 
Chriſtians, perhaps you will find their number not 
ſo multiplied- Where almoſt is that profeſſor, 
who. owes his conwuerſion to theſe days of light, 
and fo talks and profeſſes at ſuch a rate of ſpiritu- 
ality, as few in een were in any meaſure 
acquainted with, (Iwill not judge them, but per- 
haps boaſting what the Lord hath done in them) 
that doth not give evidence of a miſerably un- 
mortiſied heart ? if vain ſpending of time, idleneſs, 
unprofitableneſs in mens places, envy, ftrife, vari- 
ance, emulations, . wrath, pride, worldlineſs, ſelſiſb- 
neſs, (1 Cor. i.) be badges of Chriſtians, we 
have them on us, and amongſt 'us in abundance, 
And if it be ſo with them who have ſo much light, 
. . 5 an 
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and which we hope is ſaving; what ſhall we fay 
of ſome who would be accounted reigi en, and yet 
deſpiſe goſpel light, and for- the duty we have 
in hand, know no more of it, but what conſiſts in 
mens denying themſelves ſometimes in outward' 
enjoyments, which is one of the outmoſt branches 
of it, which yet they will ſeldom practiſe! The 
good Lord ſend out a ſpirit of mortiſication to cure 
our diſtempers, or we are in a fad condition. 

There are two evils which certainly attend every 
unmortified 1 The firſt in kimſelf, and the 
other in reſpect of others. : 

1. In himfelf, let him pretend what he- will, he 
hath /ig ht thoughts of fin; at leaſt of fins of dail 
infirmity. The root of an unmortifted courſe,” is 
the dige/tion of fin, without bitterneſs in the heart; 
when a man hath confirmed his imagmation to ſuch 
an apprehenſion of grace and mercy, as to be able 
without bitterneſs to ſwallow and digeſt daily fins,” 
that man is at the very brink of furning the grace 
of. God into laſciviouſne/s, and being hardened = the 
deceitfulneſs of fin, Neither is there a greater evi- 
dence of a fa//e and rotten heart in the world, 
than to drive ſuch a trade. To uſe the blood of 
Cbriſt, which is given to cleanſe us, 1 Joh. i. vii. 
Tit. it. xiv. The exaltation of Chriſt, which is 
to give us repentance, Acts v. xxxi. the doctrine of 
grace, which teaches us to deny all ungodline/s, 
Tit. ii. 11, 12. to. countenance ſin, is a rebel- 
lion, that in the iſſue will break the bones. At 
this door have gone out from us, moſt of the pro- 
feſſors that have apoftatized in the days wherem we 
live, for a while they were moſt of them under 
convictions; theſe kept them unto duties, and 
brought them to profeſſion. So they eſcaped the 
pollutions that are in the world, through the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. ii. 20. But 
having got an acquaintance with the doctrine _ 
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the goſpel, and being weary of duty, for which 
they had no principle, they began to countenance 
themſelves in manifold neglects, from the dofrine 
of grace. Now When once this evil had laid hold 
of them, they ſpeedily tumbled into perdition. 

2. To orbers, it hath an evil influence on them, 
on a twofold account. Ito 

1. It hardens them, by begetting in them a per- 


ſuaſion that they are in as good. condition as tlie 


keſt profeſſors... Whatever they ſee in them, is ſo 
ſtained for want of this mortification, that it 
is of no value with them: they have zeal for 
religion, but it is accompanied with want of For- 
bearance, and univerſal righ7conſnegſs.. They deny 

odigality, but with worldlineſs: they ſeparate 
rom the world, but live wholly to themſelves, 
taking no care to exerciſe loving kindneſs in the 


earth: or they talk ſpiritually, and live vainly : - 


mention communion with God, and are every way 
confarmed to the world; boaſting of forgiyeneſs of 
ſin, and never forgiving others: and with ſuch 
conſiderations do poor creatures harden their 
hearts in their anregeneracy. 

2. They deceive them in making them believe, 
that if they can come up to their condition, it 
ſhall be well with them; and ſo it grows an eaſy 
thing, to have the great temptation of repute in 
religion to wreſtle with: when they may go 
far beyond them, as to What appears in them, and 
yet come ſhort of eternal life; but of theſe 
things, and all the evils. of unmortified walking, 
afterwards. 


* 
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The ſecond general principle of the means of mortification 
propoſed to confirmation. The Spirit the only au- 
thor of this work. Vanity of Popiſh mortification 
diſcovered. Many means of it uſed by them not ap- 
pointed of God. Thaſe appointed by him abujed. 
The miſtakes of others in this buſineſs. The Spirit 
is promiſed Believers for this work. Ezek. xi. 19. 
Chap. xxxvi. 26. All that we receive from Chrift 
is by the Spirit. How the Spirit mortifies . in, 

Gal. v. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. The ſeveral ways 
of his operations to this end propęſed. How his 


work, and our duty. 


HE next principle relates to the great ſo. 
vereign cauſe of the mortification treated of, 
which, in the words laid for the foundation of this 
_ diſcourſe; is ſaid to be the Spirit, that is, the Holy 
Ghoſt, as was evinced. | 
He only is ſufficient for this work. Alleways 
and means without him are as a thing of noughr ; 
and he is the great efficient of it, he Wart in me, 
as he plee/es. 

1. In vain do men ſeek other remedies, they 
ſhall not be healed by them. What ſeveral ways 
have been preſcribed for this, to have fin mortified, 
is known. The greateſt part of Popiſh religion, of 
that which looks moſt like religion in their pro- 
feſſion, conſiſts in miſtaken ways and means of 
mortification, This is the pretence of their rough 
garments, whereby they deceive. Their wows, or. 
ders, faſtings, penances, are all built on this ground, 
they are all for the mortifying of ſin, Their preach- 
nge, ſermons, and books of devotion, they look all 
this way, Hence thoſe who interpret the locuſts 
that came out of the E pit, Rev. ix. 2. 
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To be the friars of the Romiſb church, who are ſaid 
to torment men, ſo that they ſhould ſeek death and 
zot find it, v. 6. think, that they did it by their 
ſtinging /ermons, whereby they convinced them of 
ſin, but being not able to diſcover the remedy for 
the healing and mortifying of it, they kept them 
in perpetual anguiſh and terror, and ſuch trouble 
in their conſciences, that they hre to die. This 
I fay is the ſubſtance and glory of their religion: 
but what with their Iabouring to mortify dead 
creatures, ignorant of the nature and end of the 
work, what with the poiſon they mixt with it, in 
their perſuaſion of its merit, yea ſupererogation, 
(as they ſtile their anneceſſary merit, with a 33 
barbarous title) their glory is their ſhame ; but of 
them and their mortification, more afterwards : 
chap. viii. | | 

That the ways and. means to be uſed for the mor- 
tification of ſin, invented by them, are ſtill ie 

on and preſcribed for the ſame end by ſome, who 
mould have more light and knowledge of the Gol. | 
pel, is known. Such directions to this purpoſe 
have of late been given by ſome, and are greedily 
catched at by others profeſſing themſelves Proteſtants, 
as might have become Popih dewolioniſts three or 
four hundred years ago. Such outfide endeavours, 
ſuch bodily exerciſes, ſuch ſejf-performances, ſuch 
merely legal duties, without the leaſt mention of 
Chriſt, or his Spirit, are varniſhed over with ſwel- 
ling words of vanity, for the only means and ex- 
pedients for the mortification of fin, as diſcover a 
deep-rooted unacquaintedneſs with the power of 
God, and myſtery of the Goſpel. The conſider- 

ation hereof, was one motive to the publiſhing of 
this plain diſcourſe. 

Now the reaſons why the Papi/s can never with 
all their endeavours truly mortify any one ſin, 
amongſt others, are, 

1. Becauſe 
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1. Becauſe many of the ways and means they 
uſe and inſiſt upon for this end, were never ap- 
pointed of God for that purpoſe. Now there is no- 
thing in religion that hath any eficacy for com- 
paſſing an end, but it hath it from God's appoint- 
ment of it to that purpoſe. Such as thele are, 
their rough garments, their vows, penances, dil- 
ciplines, their courſe of monaſtical life, and the 
like, concerning all which God will ſay, V hath 
required theſe things at your hands and in wain &o 
you awor ſhip me, teaching doctrines the<traditions 
of men, Of the ſame nature are ſundry e- 
tions, inſiſted on by 3 $6: 5 

2. Becauſe thoſe things that are appointed df 
Ged as means, are not uſed by them in their due 
place and order; ſuch as are praying, faſting, 
evatching, meditation, and the like; thele have 
their uſe in the buſineſs in hand. But whereas 
they are all to be loo ced on as freams, they loc 
on them as the fountain. Whereas they effec? and 
accompliſh the end as means only ſubordinate to 
the Spirit and faith, they look on them to da it by 
virtue of the work wrought. If they Fa/ fo much, 
and pray fo much, and keep their hours and times, 
the work is done: as the Apoſtle ſays of ſome in 
another caſe, they are always learning, never com- 
ing to the knowledge of the truth; ſo they are l- 
ways mortifying, but never come to any found er- 
tification. In a word, they have ſundry means to 
mortify the natural man, as to the natural 4% here 
we lead, none to mortify 4% or corruption. 

This is the general miſtake of men ignorant of 
the Goſpel, Soo? this thing ; and it lies at the 
bottom of very much of that ſuperſtition and will- 
worſhip that hath been brought into the world; 
what horrible ſelf. macerations were practiſed by 
ſome of the ancient authors of monaftical dewetion ? 
what violence did they offer to nature ? what ex- 

| 2 tremity 


ws 
'@ of 
* 
11 
* 
1 
5 
1 
1 
5 
; 
* 
A. 
. 
14 
1 
\ 
£ al 
"8 
; 
: 
BEW 
2 
. 
_ 
oy 
1 
* 
v 4 
1 
Eo. 
» 
C3 
uy 


A iti Bis mnt rt 


PEE IRE 
9 


— — 


* 8 3 


nents rr 


— 
x 
_——Y 


= 2 
* 


. 
— 


34 LC eclFOces dw 1 
a 2 Sy 


* 
W 
2 


23 De MORTIFICATION / 


5 of ſufferings did they put themſelves up- 
on? ſearch their ways and principles to the bot- 
tom, and you will find, that it had no other root 
but this miſtake, namely, that attempting rigid 
mortiſication, they fell upon the natural man, in- 
ſtead of the corrupt old man; upon the body 
wherein we live, inſtead of the body of death. 

Neither will the natural Popery that is in others 
do it. Men are galled with the guilt of a fin, that 
hath prevailed over them: they inſtantly promiſe 
to themſelves and God, that they will do ſono 
more; they watch over themſelves, and pray, for 
a /eaſon, until this hear waxes cold, and the ſenſe 
of fin is «vern off, and ſo mortification goes allo, 
and fin returns to its former dominion : duties are 
excellent food for an healthy foul; they are no 
fhy/ic for a fick ſoul, He that turns his meat into 
his medicine, muſt expect no great operation. Spi- 
ritually et men cannot cut out their di/ffemper 
with <verking, But this is the way of men who 
deceive their own ſouls; as we ſhall ſce after- 
wards, | 

That none of theſe ways are ſufficient, 1s evi- 
dent from the nature of the work itſelf that is to 
be done; it is a work that requires fo many con- 
current actings in it, as no ſelf-endeawour can reach 
unto; and is of that kind, that an almighty 
energy is neceſſary for its accompliſhment, as ſhall be 
afterwards manifeſted. 

It is then the work of the Spirit. For, 
1. He is promi/ed of God to be given unto us, 
to do this work; the taking away of the ffony 
heart, that is, the fubborn, proud, rebellious, unbe- 
[i-wing heart, is in general the work of mortifica- 
tion that we treat of. Now this-is ſtill promiſed 
to be done by the Spirit: Ezek. xi. 19. chap, 
xxxvi. 26. I will give my Spirit, and take away 
the feny beart : and by the Spirit of God is ary 
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work wrought, when all means fail. Ja. Ivit. 
I7, 18. | 

4 We have all our mortification from the gift of 
Chriſt, and all the gifts of Chriſt are communica"ed 
to us, and given us by the Spirit of Chriſt. nb. 
out Chriſt wwe can do nothing, Job. xv. 5. Alb 
communications of ſapplies and relief in the begin- 
nings, increaſings, ackings of any grace whatever 
from him, are by the Spirit, by whom he alone 
works in and upon believers. From him we have 
our mortification : He is exalted and made a prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance unto us: Acts v. 
31. and of our repentance our mortification is no 
{mall portion. How doth he do it? having re- 
ceived the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he ſends 
him abroad for that end: Add. ii. 33. You know 
the manifold promiſes. he made of ſending the Spi- 
rit, as Tertullian ſpeaks, vicariam navare opera u, 
to do the works that he had to accompliſh in us. 

The reſolution of one or two gue/tzons will now 
lead me nearer to what I principally intend. | 

'The firſt 15, 

Q How doth the Spirit mortify fin - 

F anſwer, in general, three ways. 

A. 1. By cauling our hearts to abound in grace, 
and the fruits that are contrary'to the fleſh, and 
the fruits thereof, and principles of them, So the. 
apoſtle oppoſes the fruits of the fleſh, and of the 
Spirit: the fruits of the fleſh (lays he) are fo at d 
ſo, Gal. v. 19, 20. but, ſays he, the fruits. of che 
Spirit are quite contrary,. quite of another ſor, 
b. 22, 23. Yea, but what if theſe are in us, and 
do abound, may. not the other abound allo ? No, 
ſays he, v. 24. They that are Chris have crucified 
the fleſh, with the afietions and luſis but how? 
Why, v. 25. by living in the Spirit, and aualbing 
after the Spirit: that is, by the abounding of theie 
graces of the Spirit in us, and walking according 
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to them. For, ſaith the apoſtle, theſe are contrary 
one to another, v. 15. ſo that they cannot both be in 
the ſame ſubject, in any intenſe or high degree. 
This renewing of us by the Holy Ghoſt, as it is 
called, Tit. iii. 5. is one great way of mortification - | 
he cauſes us to grow, thrive, flouriſh, and abound 
in thoſe graces which are contrary, oppoſite, and 
deſtructive to all the * of the fleſh, and to the 
quiet, or thriving of indwelling ½n itſelf. 

2. By a real, phyfical efficiency on the root and 
habit of fin, for the weakening, deſtroying and 
taking it away, Hence he is called a Spzrit of 
judgment and burning, Ia, 4. 4. really conſuming 
and deitroying our laſts. He takes away the 
ſtony heart by an almighty efficiency; for as he be- 

ins the hag, as to its 4ind, ſo he carries it on as to 
its degrees. He is the fire which barns up the very 
root of luſt. 

3. He brings the "yy of Chrift into the heart 
of a ſinner by faith, an e us communion with 
Chriſt in his death, and felloauſbip in his ſufferings; 
of the manner whereof more afterwards. 

2, If this be the auork of the Spirit alone, how 1s 
it, that we are exhorted to it? Seeing the ſpirit of 
God only can do it, let the work be left wholly to 
him. 8 
A. 1. Tt is no otherwiſe the work of the Spirit, 
but as all graces and good works which are in us, 
are his: He works in us Yo will and to do of his 
o%un good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. He works all our 
avorks in us, Ia, xxvi. 12. the work of faith with 
power ; 2 Theſſ. i. 11. Col. ii. 12. He cauſes us 
to pray, and is à Spirit of ſupplication, Rom. vill. 
26. Zach. xii. 10. and yet we are exhorted, and 
are to be exhorted to all theſe. 

2. He doth not ſo work our mortification in us, 
as not to keep it ſtill an act of our obedience, The 


Holy Ghoſt works in us, and upon us, as we 55 
| b 
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fit to be wrought in, and upon, that is, ſo as to 
preſerve our own liberty, and free obedience.” He 
works upon our underſtandings, wills, conſciences, 
and affe#ions, agreeably to their own natures ; He 
works in us, and with us, not againſt us, or with- 
out us; ſo that his aſſiſtance is an encouragement, _ 
as to the facilitating of the work, and no occaſion 
of neglect as to the work itſelf. And indeed I 
might here bewail the endleſs fooliþ labour of poor 
fouls, who being convinced of fin, and not able to 
ſtand againſt the power of their convictions, do 
ſet themſelves by innumerable perplexing ways and 
duties to keep down fin, but being ſtrangers to the 
ſpirit of God, all in vain. They combat without 
victory, have war without peace, and are in ſlavery 
all their days. They ſpend their frength for that 
which is not bread, =P their /abeur for that which 
profiteth not. 

This is the ſaddeſt warfare that any poor crea- 
ture can be engaged in; a ſoul under the power of 
conviction from the law, is preſſed to fight againſt 
ſin, but hath no ſtrength for the combat. They 
cannot but fight, and they can never conquer; 
they are like men thruſt on the ſword of enemies, 
on Free be ſlain. The /aw drives them on, 
and fin beats them back. Sometimes they think 
indeed that they have foiled fin; when they have 
only raiſed a * that they ſee it not; that is, 
they diſtemper their natural affections of fear, ſor- 
row, and anguiſh, which makes them believe that 
ſin is conquered, when it is not touched. By that 
time they are cold, they muſt to the battle again; 
and the luſt which they thought to be flain, ap- 
pears to have had no wound, 

And if the caſe be ſo ſad with them who do la- 
Sour and ftrive, and yet enter not into the king- 
dom; what is their condition who de/pi/e all this? 
Who are perpetually under the power and domi- 

nion 


32 De MORTIFICATION of 


nion of ſin, and love to have it ſo: and are trou- 
bled at nothing but that they cannot make /aff- 
cient proviſion for the ' Aeſh, to fulfil the luſts 
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The laſt principle; of the uſefulneſs of mortification. 
The vigour and comfort of our ſpiritual life depend 
on our mortification. In what ſenſe. Not abſo- 
lutely and neceſſarily. Pſal. 88. Heman's Condi- 
tion. Not as on the next and immediate cauſe. As 
a means : by removing of the contrary. The de- 
ſperate effects of unmortified luft it weakens the 
foul; Pial. xxxviti. 3, 8. ſundry ways: and. 
darkens it. All graces improved by the mortifica- 
tion of fin. The beſt evidence of fincerity. 


HE laſt principle I ſhall inſiſt on, omit-. 
ting, 1. The neceffity of mortification unto 
life: And, 2. The certainty of life upon mortifica- 
tion ; 18, Wes 
That the life, vigour, and comfort of our ſpiritual 
life depends much on our mortification of fin. 
Strength, and comfort, and power, and peace 
m our walking with God, are the things of our 
deſires, Were any of us aſked feriouſly, What is 
it that troubles us, we muſt refer it to one of theſe 
heads: either we want frength, or power, vigour 
and /;fe, in our obedience, in our walking with 
God; or we want peace, comfort, and conſolation 
therein. Whatever it is, that may befall a Be- 
lever, that doth not belong to one of theſe 79 
heads, doth” not deſerve to be mentioned in the 
days of our complaints. Now all theſe do much. 
depend on a conſtant courſe of mortification ; con- 
cerning which obſerve, 
1. I do not ſay they proceed from it; as Res 
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they were nece/arily tied to it. A man may be 
carried on in a conſtant courſe of mortification all 
his days, and yet perhaps never enjoy a good day of 
peace and conſolation. So it was with Henan, 
P/al. IXxxviii. His life was a life of perpetual 
mortification, and walking with God, yet errors 
and wounds were his portion all his days: But God 
ſingled out Heman (a choice friend) to make him 
an example to them that afterwards ſhould be in 
diſtreſs. Canſt thou complain if it be no other- 
wiſe with thee than it was with Heman, that emi- 
nent ſervant of God ? And this ſhall be his praiſe 
to the end of the world ; God makes it his prero- 
gative to ſpeak peace and conſolation : J. Ivit. 
18, 19. I will do that work, ſays God; I will 
comfort him, v. 18. But how? By an immediate 
work of the new creation, I create it, ſays God. 
The uſe of means for the obtaining of peace is ours 3; 
the b:/towing of it is God's prerogative. | 

2. In the ways inſtituted by God for to give us 
life, vigour, courage and conſolation, mortification is 
not one of the immediate cauſes of it. They are 
the privileges of our adoption, made known to our 
ſouls, that give us immediately theſe things. The 
Spirit bearing witneſs with our ſpirits that we are 
the children of God: giving us a new ane, and a 
auhite. tone; adoption and juſtification, that is, as 
to the ſenſe and knowledge of them, are the im- 
mediate cauſes (in the hand of the Spirit) of theſe 
things. But this I ſay, | 

3. In our ordinary walking with God, and in an 
ordinary courſe of his dealing with us, the vigour 
and comfort of our ſpiritual lives depends mach on 
our mortification, not only as a cauſa fine qua non, 
but as a thing that hath an effectual influence there- 
into, For, 

Firſt, This alone keeps fin from depriving us of 
the one and the other every unmortified fin will 
certainly do two things : I 
N 1. $ 
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| I. It will weaker the ſoul, and deprive it of its 
W1g0Ur. , 5 ne ; 
| 2. It will darken the ſoul, and deprive it of its 
| comfort and peace. | og 
| ([..) It aveaters the ſoul, and deprives it of its 
ik ſtrength : when David had for a while harboured 
; an unmortified luſt in his heart, it broke all his 
bones, and left him no ſpiritual frength ; hence he 
| complained that he was fick, beat, wounded, 
Faint; there is (faith he) no ſoundneſs in me, 
; P/al. xxxviii. 3. I am feeble and fore broken, ver. 
| 8. Yea I cannot /o much as look up, Pſal. xl. 12. 
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'W An unmortified luſt will drink up the ſpirit, and 
jt all the vigour of the ſoul, and weaken it for all 
4 duties. For, 
5 } 1. It untunes and unframes the heart itſelf, by 
1 entangling its affections. It diverts the heart from 
| that ſpiritual frame that is required for vigorous 
| communion with God. It lays hold on the affec- 
. tions, rendering its object beloved and deſirable; 
ſo expelling the love of the Father, 1 Job. ii. 4. 
| Chap. iii. 17. So that the foul cannot ſay ap- 
1% rightly and truly to God, thou art my portion, 
5 having ſomething elſe that it loves. Fear, deſire, 
[2 hope, which are the choice affections of the ſoul, 
il that ſhould be full of God, will be one way or 
i other entangled with it. | 
bo 2. It fills the thoughts with contriwances about it, 
i Thoughts are the great purveyors of the ſoul, to 
5 bring in provi/on to ſatisfy its affections; and if 
1 ſin remain 3 in the heart, they muſt ever 
i and anon be making proviſion for the fe, to 
vl fulfil the laſts thereof. They muſt glaze, adorn, 
8 and dreſs the objects of the fleſh, and bring them 
1 home to give ſatis faction. And this they are able 
to do, in the ſervice of a defited imagination, be- 
youd all expreſſion. SY 
3. It breaks out and actually hindert duty. The 
ambitious man muſt be fudying, and the worldling 
muſt 
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" muſt be working or contriving, and the /enſual 
vain perſon providing himſelf for vanity, when 
they thould be engaged in the worſhip of God, 
Were this my preſent buſineſs, to ſet forth the 
breaches, ruin, weakneſs, deſolations, that one an- 
mortified Juſt will bring upon a ſoul, this diſcourſe 
+ muſt be extended much K * my intendment. 
(2.) As fin weakens, 10 it darkens the ſoul. 
It is a cloud, a thick cloud, that ſpreads itſelf over 
the face of the ſoul, and intercepts all the beams 
of God's love and favour. It takes away all ſenſe 
of the privilege of our adoption : and if the foul 
begins to gather up thoughts of con/o/ation, fin 
quickly ſcatters them. Of which afterwards, 
Now in this regard doth the wigour and power 
of our /piritual life depend on our mortification. It 
is the only means of the removal of that, which 
will allow us neither the one nor the other. Men 
that are ct and wounded under the power of laßt, 
make many applications for help; they cry to 
God, when the perplexity of their thoughts over- 
whelms them; even to God do they cry, but are 
not delivered; in vain do they uſe many remedies, 
they ſpall not be healed. So Ho). v. 13. Ephraim ſaw 
his ſickneſs, and Fudah his wound, and attempted 
ſundry remedies, nothing will do, until they come 
(wv. 15.) to acknowledge their offence, Men may 
ſee their ſickneſs and wounds, but yet if they 
make not due applications their cure will not be 
effected. TT, 
Secondly, mortification prunes all the graces of 
God, and makes room for them in our hearts, to 
grow. The life and vigour of our ſpiritual lives 
conſiſts in the vigour and flouriſhing of the plants 
of grace in our hearts. Now as you may ſee in a 
garden, let there be a precious herb planted, and 
let the ground be untilled, and werds grow about 
it, perhaps it will Jive ſtil}, but be a poor awither- 
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ing, unuſeful thing; you mult [ook and ſearch for it, 
and ſometimes can ſcarce find it; and when you 
do, you can ſcarce know it, whether it ' be the 
plant you look for or no; and ſuppoſe it be, you 
can make no uſe of it at all : when let another of, 
the ſame kind be ſet in ground, naturally as barren 
and bad as the other ; Var let it be well wweeded, 
and every thing that is noxious and hurtful removed 
from it, it flouriſhes and thrives ; you may ſee it at 
firſt /ook into the garden, and have it for your uſe 
when you pleaſe. So it is with the graces of the 
Spirit that are planted in our hearts: that is true; 
they are ſtill, they abide in a heart where there 1s 
ſome negle& of mortification, but they are ready 
to die; Rewvel. iii. 2. 1 are withering and de- 
caying. The heart is like the /ggard's field, ſo 
over-grown with weeds, that you can ſcarce ſee 
the good corn. Such a man may ſearch for faith, 
love and zeal, and ſcarce he able to find any ; and 
if he do diſcover that theſe graces are tbere, yet 
alive, and fincere ; yet they are ſo weak, fo clog- 
ged with luſts, that they are of very little uſe ; 
they remain indeed, but are ready to die, But 
now let the heart be cleanſed by mortification, the 
weeds of luſt conſtantly and daily rooted up, (as 
they ſpring daily, zature being their proper ſoil,) 
let room be made for grace to thrive and flouriſh ; 
how will every grace act its part, and be ready for 
every uſe and purpoſe ! 

Thirdly, as to our peace: as there is nothin 
that hath any evidence of Sr without it, fo 1 
know nothing that hath ſuch an evidence of fin- 
cerity in it; which is no ſmall foundation of our 
33 mortification is the /ou/'s vigorous oppo- 

tion to /e; wherein ſincerity is moſt evident. 
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De principal intendmont of the whole diſcourſe pro- 
poſed. The firſt main caſe of "conſcience ſinted. 
What it is to mortify any fin, negatizuely confidered. 
Not the utter deftrudtion of it in this lit. Mot the 

 diffimulation of it. Not the improvement of a 
natural principle. Net the diverſion of it. Not an 
occaſional conqueſt. - Occafional conqueſts 'of fins 
what, and when. Upon the eruption of fin, in 
time of danger or trouble. | 


. tos things being premiſed, I come to 
: my principal intention, of handling ſome 
queſtions, or practical caſes, that preſent themſelves 
in this buſineſs of mortification of fin in bie vert: 
the firſt, which is the head of all the reſt, and 
wherxeunto they are reduced, may be. conſidered as 
lying under the enſuing propoſal. 
Suppoſe a man to be a. true belzever, and yet 
finds in himſelf a powerful indwelling ſin, lead- 
ing him captive to the law of it, conſuming his 
heart with trouble, perplexing his thoughts, 
wveakening bis foul, as to duties of communion with 
God, diſquieting him as to peace, and perhaps 
defiling his conſcience, and expoſing him to hard- 
ning through the deceitfulneſi of n; what mall he 
do? What courſe ſhall he take and infiſt on, for 
the mortification of this fin, luſt, diſtemper, or 
corruption, to ſuch a degree, as that though at be 
not utterly deſtroyed, yet in his conteſt with it, 
he may be enabled to keep up power, ſtrength 
and peace, in communion with God? +» 

In anſwer to this important enquiry, I ſhall do 
theſe things. ; 8 
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1. Shew what it is to mortify any fin; and that 
both negatively and poſitiwely, that we be not miſ- 
taken in the foundation. oy 

2. Give general directions for ſuch 3 as 
without which it will be utterly impoſſible for any 
one to get any ſin truly and ſpiritually mortified. 

3. Draw out the particulars whereby this 1s to 
be done; in the whole carrying on this confidera- 
tion, that it is not of the doctrine of mortification in 
general, but only in reference to the particular 
caſe before propoſed, that I am treating. 
- 1. To mortify a ſin, is not utterly to All, root 
it out, and deſtroy it, that 1t ſhould have no more 
hold at all, nor re/fdence in our hearts. It is true, 
this is that which is aimed at, but this is not in 
this life to be accompliſhed. There is no man 
that truly ſets himſelf to mortify any fin, but he 
aims at, intends, deſires its utter deſtruction; that 
it ſhould leave neither root nor Fruit in the heart or 
life. He would ſo kill it, that it ſhould never 
move or /tir any more; cry or call, ſeduce or tempt 
to eternity. Its not being, is the thing aimed at. 
Now though doubtleſs there may, by the ſpirit 
and grace of Chriſt, a wonderful ſucceſt and emi- 
nency of victory againſt any fin be attained; ſo that 
a man may have almoſt conſtant triumph over it; 
yet an utter #i//ing and deſtruction of it, that it 
ſhould of be, is not in this life to be expected. 
This Paul aſſures us of, Phil. iii. 12. Not as 
though I had already attained, or were already per- 


fea. He was a choice ſaint, a 3 for be- 


lievers, who in faith and love, and all the fruits of 
the Spirit, had not his fellow in the world; and on 
that account aſcribes perfection to himſelf, in com- 
pariſon of others, wer. 15. Yet he had not ar- 
cained, he was not perfect, but was following after: 
ftill a wile body he had, and we have, that muſt be 
changed by the great power of Chriſt at laſt: ver. 

21. 
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21. This we would have, but God ſees 1t beſt for 
us, that we ſhould be complete in nothing in our- 
ſelves; that in all Lings we might be complete in 
Chriſt, which is beſt for us, Col. ii. 10. | 
2. I think I need not ſay, it is not the mug 
tion of a fin; when a man on ſome outward re- 
ſpects forſakes the practice of any fin, men per- 
haps. may loo on him as a changed man; God 
knows that to his former i#»:quity he hath added 
curſed hypocri/y, and is got in a ſafer. path to hell 
than he was in before. He hath got another heart 
than he had, that is more cunning, not a new 
heart, that is more holy. 
3. The mortification cf fin conſiſts not in the 
improvement of a quiet, /edate, nature. Some 
men have. an advantage by their  zatural conftitu- 
tion, ſo far, as that they are not expo/ed. to ſuch 
Violence of unruly paſſions, and tumultuous affections, 
as many others are, Let now theſe men culti vate 
and improve their natural frame and temper, by 
diſcipline, conſideration and prudence, and they 
may ſeem to themſelves and others, very mrrtified 
men, when perhaps their hearts are a ſtanding u 
of all abominations; one. man is never ſo much 
troubled all his life perhaps, with anger and Paſſion, 
nor doth trouble chers, as another is almoſt every 
day,; and yet the latter have done more to the 
mortiſication of the ſin, than the armer. Let not 
ſuch perſons try their mortification by ſuch things 
as their natural temper gives no life or vigour to: 
let them bring themſelves to /e[f-drmiat, unbelicf, 
envy, or ſome ſuch Hhiritual hin, and they will have 
a better view of themſelves. | 

4. A ſin is not mortified, when it is only: di 
werted. Simon Magus, tor a ſeaſon, left his jorce- 
ries; but his covetouſne/ſs and ambition that fer him 
on work, remained ſtill, and would have been 
acting another way: therefore Peter tells him, J 

2 perceive 


BAS 
, 


jo Ne MORTIFICATION of 


perceive thou art in the gall of bitterneſs ; notwith- 
ſtanding the profeſſion thou haſt made, notwith- 
ftanding thy relinquiſhment of thy /orceries, th 
lit is as powerfidl as ever in thee : the /ame lf, 
only the ſtreams of it are diverted: it now exerts 
and puts forth itſelf another way, but it is the 
old gall of bitterneſs ſtill. A man may be /en/ib/z 
of a luſ, ſet himſelf againſt the eruptions of it, 
take care that it ſhall! not break forth, as it hath 
done ; but in the mean time ſuffer the ſame cor- 
rupted habit to vent itſelf ſome other = As he 
who heals and ftins a running fore, thinks himſelf 
cured, but in the mean time his fleſh /#fererh by 
the corruption of the ſame humour, and breaks out 
in another place. And this denten, with the al- 
terations that attend it, often betals men, on ac- 
counts wholly foreign unto grace; oe of the 
courſe of life that a man was in; of relations, in- 
tereſts, deſigns, may effect it; yea the very altera- 
tions in mens conftitutions, occaſioned by a natu- 
ral progreſs in the courſe of their lives, may pro- 
duce ſuch changes as theſe; men in age do not 
uſually perſiſt in the purfuit of  yourhful luſts, al- 
though they have never mortiſied any one of them. 
And the ſame is the caſe of bartering of luſts; and 
leaving to ſerve one, that a man may ſerve another, 
He that changes pride for der laing, ſenſuality for 
Phariſaiſim, vanity in himſelf to the contempt of 
others; let him not think that he hath mortified 
the ſin that he ſeems to have left. He hath 
changed his e but is a /ervant ſtill, »- 

5. Occaſfonal conqueſts of fin do not amount to 
a mertifying of it. | 

There are two occaſſons or ſeaſons, wherein a 
man who is contending with any un, may ſeem to 
himſelf to have mortified it. | 

(1.) When it hath had ſome fad eruption to the 
diſturbance of his peace, terror of his con/ererce, 

dread 
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dread of /candal, and evident provocation of God. 
This awakens and ſtirs up all that is in the man, 
and amazes him; fills him with a&herrency of ſin, 
and gimſelf for it; ſends him to God, makes him 
cry out as for lite, to abhor his luſt as hell, and to 
ſet himſelf againſt it. The whole man, _ /piritual 
and natural being now awaked, fin {rinks in its 
head, appears not, but lies as dead before him. 
As when one that hath- drawn nigh to an army in 
the night, and hath Killed a principal perſon ; in- 
ſtantly the guards awake, men are: ro/ed up, and 
ſtrict enquiry is made after the enemy; who in the 
mean time, until the noiſe and tumult be over, 
hides himſelf, or lies like one that is dead, yer 
with firm reſolution to do the like miſchief again, 
upon-me like opportunity, Upon the fin among 
the Corinthians, lee how they mufter.up themſelves 
for the /urpriza/ and deſtruction of at, 2 Epi. 
chap. vii. ver. 11. So it is in a perſon, when a 
breach hath been made upon his conſcience, quiet, 
perhaps credit, by his luſt, in ſome eruption of 
actual ſin; carefulneſs, indignation,  defire, fear, 
revenge, are all tet on work about it, and againſt 
it, and luſt is guet for a ſeaſon, being run down 
before them; but when the Hurry is over, and the 
ingueſt paſt, the thief appears again alive, and is as 
buſy as ever at his 4x4 N 8 

(2.) In a time of ſome judgment, calamity, or 
preſſing afii4on ; the heart is then taken up with 
thoughts and, contrivances of flying from the preſent 
troubles, fears and dangers this, as a convinced 
per/on concludes, is to be done, only by relingui/þ- 
ment of ſin, which gains peace with God. It is 
the anger of God in every affliction that galls a 
convinced perſon. To be quit of this, men re- 
ſolve at ſuch times againſt their ſins. Sin ſhall 
never more have any place in them; they will never 
again give up themſelves to the ſervice of it. Ac- 
4 3 cordingly 
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cordingly ſin is quiet, ſtirs not, ſeems to be mor- 
tified; not indeed that it hath received any one 
wound, but meerly becauſe the ſoul hath poſſeſſed”. 
its, faculties whereby it ſhould exert itfelf, with 
thoughts inconſiſtent with the motion, thereof; 
which when they are laid afide, ſin returns again 
to its former life and vigour. So they P/al. Ixxviii. 
32. unto 38. are a full inſtance and deſcription of 
this frame of ſpirit whereof I ſpeak, | 

Fer ell this they ſinned ſtill, and believed not for his 
WONAErOUS WWOCRS © | 

Therefore their days did he conſume in vanity, and 
their years in trouble. | | 

Wien he flew them, then they ſought him, and they 
returned, and enquired early after God. 

And they remembered that God was their rock, and 
the high God their redeemer. 

Newerthelz/s they did flatter him with their mouth, 
and they lied unto him ævith their tongues. 

For their heart was not right with him, neither 
were they tedfaſft in his covenant, 8 

I no way doubt, but that when they ought, and 
returned, and enquired early after God, they did it 
with full purpoſe of heart, as to the relinguiſpment of 
their ſins : it is expreſſed in the word returned. To 
turn or return ta the Lord, is by a relinquiſhment 
of fin. This they did early, with earneftne/s, and 
diligence; but yet their fin was unmortified for all 
this, ver. 36, 37. and this is the ſtate of many Hu- 
miliations in the days of aflidtion; and a great de- 
ceit in the hearts of believers themſelves, lies of- 
tentimes herein. | 

Theſe and many other ways there are, whereby 

cor ſouls deceive themſelves, and ſuppoſe they 
ave mortified their luſts, when they live and are 

mighty, and on every occaſion break forth to their 
diſturbance and diſquietneſs. T 
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Nn 1 
The mortification of Ain in particular deſeribed. The 


ſeveral parts and degrees thereof. 1. The ha- 
bitual weakening of its root and principle. The 

pPobaber of luſt to tempt. Differences of that power 
to perſons and times.” 2. Conflant fighting againſt 
fin. The parts thereof” confidered. 3. Succeſs againſt 
it. The ſum of this diſcourſe. 


THAT it is to mortify a fin in general, 
which will make farther way for parti- 
cular directions, is next to be conſidered. ; 
Ihe mortification of a luſt conſiſts in three things. 
1. An habitual weakening of it. Every luſt is 
a depraved habit or difpoſition, continually inelining 
the he to evil: thence 1s that deſcription of him 
who hath no luſt truly mortified : Gen. vi. 5. £ 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart is only ewl 
continually, He 1s always under the power of a 
ſtrong bent and inclination to fin. And the reaſon 
why a natural man is not always, perpetually, in 
the 2 of ſome one luſt night and day, is, be- 
cauſe, he hath many to ſerve, every one crying to 
be ſatisfied ; thence he is carried on with great wa- 
riety, but ſtill in general he lies towards the ſatis- 
faction of /e/f. a 
We will ſuppoſe then the Ju or diſtemper whoſe 
mortification is inquired after, to be in itlelf a 
ſtrong, deeply rooted, habitual inclination and bent 
of will and affections unto ſome actual ſin, as to 
the matter of it, (though not under that formal 
conſideration,) always ſtirring up imaginations, 
thoughts and contrivances about the object of it. 
Hence men are faid to have their hearts /%rt upon 
evil, Rom. xiii. 4: the bent of their ſpirits lies 
; towards 
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towards it, to make proviſion for the fleſh. And a 
ful deprawed habit (as in many other things, fo 
in this) differs from all natural or moral habits 
whatever ; for whereas they incline the ſoul gently 
and ſuitably: to itſelf, Sinful habits impel with 
violence and impetuouſneſs : iin. 
whence luſts are {aid to fght or STe νñj 
wage war againſt the ſoul, Tis uy is. 2171529 
1 Pet, ii. 11. to rebel, or rife Tevapeevor. NH 

up in war with that conduct awri{orre. © 

and oppoſition which is uſual __ 
therein; Rom. vii. 23. to lead * or effectu- 
ally captivating upon ſucceſs in battle: all works 
a of great violence and impetuouſneſs. | 

I might. manifeſt fully from that N we 
have of it, Rom. vii. How it will darken the 
mind, extinguiſh convidtions, dethrone reaſon, in- 
terrupt the power and influence of any conſidera- 
tions that may be brought to hamper it, and break 
through all into a flame. But this is not my pre- 
ſent buſineſs. Now the firſt thing in mortification 
is the weakening of this habit of fin or luſt, that it 
, hall not with that vvlence, , earneſtne/s, frequency, 
riſe up, conceive, tumultuate, provoke, entice, 
diſquiet, as natura'ly it is apt to do, Jam. i. 


14, 15. a 
F * Galt deſire to give one cautzon or rule by the 
way; and it is this. Though every luſt doth in 
its own nature, equally, univerſally incline and im- 
pel to fin, yet this muſt be granted with theſe two 
Iimitations: WE x 
I. One l, or a lu in one man, may receive 
many accidental improvements, heightnings, and 
Arengthenings, which may give it /ife, powwer and 
vigour, , exceedingly above what another luſt hath, 
or the ſame /uft, that is of the ſame kind and na- 
ture in another man. When a luſt falls in with the 
natural conſtitution and temper, with a/uitable courſe 
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of life, with occafſons; or when Satan hath got a 
fit handle to it to „ it, as he hath a thoufand 
ways ſo to do, that lIuſt grows violent and impetu- 
ous above others, or more than the /ame 12 in an- 
other man; then the eam of it darken the mind, 
ſo that though a man 4nows the fame things as for- 
merly, yet they have no power, nor influence on 
the will, but corrupt affections and paſſions are ſet 
by it at — | 2 
But 9 — ly, luſt gets ſtrength by femptation; 
when a ſuitable' temptation falls in with a luſt, it 
gives it a new, life, vigour, power, vislente and 
rage which it ſeemed not before to have, or to be 
capable of. Inſtances to this purpoſe might be 
multiplied; but it is the deſign of ſome part of an- 
other treatiſe to evince this obſervation. * 5% 
2. Some Jufts are far more be er and diſcernible 
in their violent actings than others. Paul puts a 
difference between uncleanneſs and all other ſins. 
1 Cor. vi. 18. Flee fornication, every fin that @ man 
doth, it <vithout the body, but. he that committeth fer- 
nication finueth againſt his own body. Hence the 
motions of that are more /en/ible, more diſceru- 
ible. than of others; When perhaps, the love e the 
world, or the like, is in a perſon no leſs Babztually 
predominant. than that, yet it makes not ſo great 
a conbuſtion iu the whole mpan. 
And on this account ſome men may go in their 
own thoughts and in the eyes of the world, for 
mortiſed men; who yet have in them no leſs predo- 
minancy of luſt, than thoſe who cry out with aſto- 
niſhment upon the account of its perplexing tu, 
multuatings. Yea than thoſe who have by the 
power of it, been hurried into ſcandalous fins 
only their las are in and about things which raiſe 
not ſuch a tumult in the foul, about which they 
are exerciſed with a calmer frame of ſpirit ; the 
very 
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very fabrick of nature being not . ſo nearly con- 
cerned in them, as in ſome other. | 

I fay then, that the firſt thing in mortification is 
the weakening of this habit, that it ſhall not im 

and tumultuate as formerly, that it ſhall not intice 
and draw / aſide, that it ſhall not %uuiet and perplex; 
the killing of its 1½, vigour, promptneſs and rea- 
dineſs to be ſtirring. . This is called crucifying the 
fleſh with the 57 thereof, Gal. v. 24. that is, 
taking away its Blood and ſpirits that give it ſtrength 
and power. The waſting of the body of, death day 
by day, 2 Cor. iv. 16. oy 18775 
As a man razled to the croſt; he firſt ſtruggles 
and ſtrives and cries out with great ſtrength and 
might; but as his &/cod and ſpirits waſte, hi 
' * Mfrivings are faint and ſeldom, his. cries low 00 
1 hoarſe, ſcarce to be heard. When a man firſt ſets 
iN on à luſt or diſtemper, to deal with it, it ftruggles 
+780 with great violence to break looſe ; it cries with 
. earneſtneſs and impatiency to be /atisfed and re- 
leved ; but when by mortification the blood and ſpi- 
rits of it are let out, it moves /e/dom and familiarly, 
cries /Zaringly, and is ſcarce heard in the heart ; it 
may haye ſometimes a dying pang, that makes an 
appearance of great vigour and Tos th, but it is 
guickly over, eſpecially if it be kept 1 confider- 
able ſucceſs. This the apoſtle deſcribes as in the 
whole chapter, ſo eſpecially, ver. 6. of chap. vi. 
. | 
ö Sin, ſaith he, is crucified; it is faſtened to the 
croſs; to what end? That the body of death may be 
deftroyed ; the power of fin weakened and aboliſhed 
by little and little; that henceforth abe ſhould not 
ferve /in, that is, that ſin might not incline, im- 
pel us with ſuch efficacy, as to mate us /ervarts to 
it, as it hath done heretofore. And this is ſpoken 
not only with reſpect to carnal and ſenſual affec- 
| tions, 
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tions, or deſires of worldly things; not only in 
reſpect of the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, 
4 the pride of life, but alſo as to the %, that is 
in the ind and will, in that oppoſition unto God, 
which is in us by nature. Of what nature ſoever 
the troubling diſtemper be, by what ways ſoever it 
make itſelf out, either by impelling to evil, or hin- 
dering from that which is good, the rule is the 
ſame. And unleſs this be done effectually, all 
after-contention will not compaſs the end aimed at. 
A man may beat down the Sitter fruit from an &i 
tree, until he is weary ; whilſt the root abides in 
ſtrength and vigour, the beating down of the pre- 
ſent fruit will not hinder-it from bringing forth 
more; this is the folly of ſome men; they ſet 
themſelves with all earneſtneſs and diligence againſt 
the. appearing eruption of l, but leaving the 
principle and root untouched, perhaps unſearched 
out, they make but little or no progreſs in this 
work of mortification. 1 n 

2. In conſtant fighting and contending againſt ſin. 
To be able always to be laying load on ſin, is no 
ſmall degree of mortification. When ſin is frong and 
vigorous, the ſoul is ſcarce able to make any head 
againſt it. It g, and groans, and mount, and 
is troubled, as Dawid ſpeaks of himſelf,” but ſel. 
dom has fin in the purſuit; David complains that 
his fin had taken'faft hold den him, that he could 
not look up, Pal. xl. 12. How Jittle then was he 
able to fight againſt it? Now ſundry things, are 
required unto, and compriſed in this fighting againſt 
lin. ö | of | MM 

1. To z that a man hath ſuch an enemy to 
deal with; to take notice of it, to conſider it as 
an enemy indeed, and one that is to be deftroyed by 
all means poſſible, is required hereunto. As J 
ſaid before, the conteſt is vigorous and hazardous; 
It is about the things of eternity. When therefore 

men 
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men have „light and tranſient thoughts of their 
Iufts, it is no great /ign that they are mor/ified, or 
that they are in a wy For their mortification. 
This is, every man's knowing the plague of his 
own heart, 1 Kings vii. 38. Without which no 
other work can be done; it is to be feared , that 
very many have little knowledge of the main enemy, 
that they carry about them in their boſoms. This 
makes them ready to juſtify themſelyes, and to be 
impatient of reproof or admonition, not knowing 
that they are in any danger, 2 Chrox. xvi. 10. 

2. To labour to be acquainted with the ways, 
wiles, methods, advantages and occaſions of its 
ſucceſs is the beginning of this warfare. So do 
men deal with enemies. They enquire out their 
counſels and defigns, ponder their ends, conſider 


how and by what nean, they have formerly pre- 


wailed, that they may be prevented; in this con- 
ſiſts the greateſt, cui in conduct. Take this away, 
and all «vaging of war (wherein is the greateſt im- 
8 of human a and induſtry) would 

e brutiſß. So do they deal with luſt, who mor- 
tify it indeed; not only when it is actually wexiug, 


unticing, and ſeducing, hut in their retirements. they 
- conſider, this is our enemy, this is his way and 


progreſs, theſe are his advantages, thus hath he 
wrd, and thus he. will do, if not prevented: 
So David, My /in.is ever before. me, Pſal. li. 3. 
And indeed one of the choiceſt and moſt eminent 
parts of pra@ically ſpiritual wiſdom, conſiſts in 
Anding out the ſubtleties, policies, and depths of 
any indwelling ſin; to conſider, and know wherein 
its . Areugth lies; what advantage it uſes to 
make of occaſions, opportunities, temptations, ; 
what are its pleas, pretences, reaſonings; .what,its 
ſtratagems, colours, excuſes; to et the au 
of the Spirit againſt the craft of the old man, to 
trace this ſerpent in All its tuxnings and wWandings; 
3 : n to 


to be able to ſay at its, moſt ſecret, and (to a com- 
nion frame of heart) N actings, this 
is your old way and courſe, I know what you aim 


at; and ſo to be always in readineſs, is a good 


part of our warfare, 


3. To load it daily with all the things which 
ſhall after be mentioned, that are grievous, Killing 


and deftruive to it, is the height of this cenie; 


ſuch an one never thinks his I dad becauſe it is 
niet, but labours fill to give it new wounds, new, 


lcavs every day. So the apoltle,” Col. iii. 5. 
Now whilſt the ſoul is in this condition, whilſt 


= 


it is thus dealing, it is certainly »ppermoſt; fin is 


under the ſword and n g. 


3. In ſucceſ; frequent fuece/s againſt n) 1 
FS. 
/uceefs, T underſtand not a meer diſappoimtment'of. 
ſin, that it be not $r0wght forth, nor accompliſhed ;, 
but a victory over it, and purfuit of it to a complete 
oonqueſt: for inſtance, when the heart finds i at 


is another part and evidence of rf en; 


any time at Work, ſeducing, u imaginations 


to make proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts 


thereof, it inſtantly apprehends fin, and brings it 
to the law of God, and lower of Chriſt; condemns 
it, follows it with een to the uttermoſt. 


- =” 


Now I fay, when 4 man comes to this fate and 
condition, that % is weakened in the root and 
principle, that its ot ions and ations are fewer and . 


zveaker than formerly, fo that they are not able to 
hinder his duty, nor interrupt his peace, when he 
can in a quiet /edate frame of ſpirit, find out, and 
fight againſt fin, and have /ucce/+ againſt it, then 
kn is mortified in ſome conſiderable meaſure, and 
notwithſtanding all its oppoſition, a man may 
have peace with God all his days. | 
Unto theſe heads then do I refer the mortification 


aimed at; that is, of any one perplexing diftemper, 


whereby. 


SIN „ BELIBVERS. . 49. 


| N 
\ ; . 4 5 
: . N 


7. MORTIFICATION of 


whereby the general pravity. and corruption of 
our nature attempts to exert and put forth itſelf. 

1. Firſt, the weakening of its indwelling 4:/þo-» 
ſition, whereby it inchines, intices, impels to exil, 

. rebels, oppoſes, fights againſt God, by the zmplant- 
ing habitual Hence, and cheriſhing of a principle 
of grace, that ſtands in direct By be to it, and. 
is Jeiraive of it, is the foundation of it. So by 

the implanting and growth of humility is pride weak - 
ened; Saffron by patience, uncleanneſs by 72255 of 
mind and conſcience, love of this world by . f 
mindedneſt, Which are graces of the ſpirit, or the 
ſame habitual grace variouſly acting itſelf by the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to the variety or diverſity 

of the 04&je#s about which it is exerciſed 3; as the 
other are /everal luſts, or the ſame' natural corruption 
variouſly acting itſelf according to the various ad- 
vantages and occaſions that it meets withal. . ; 

2. The prompingſs, alatrity, vigour of the Spirit, ; 
or zgw man, in contending with, cheerful fighting. 
againſt the Juſt ſpoken of, by all the ways, and 
with all the means that are appointed thereunto, 
conſtantly uſing the /accours provided againſt its 
morions and '\atings, is a ſecond thing * 
required. * 
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3. Succeſt, unto Jeweral degrees, attends theſe. 
two. Now this, if the diſtemper hath not an in- 
conquerable advantage from its natural ſituation, . 
may poſſibly be to ſuch an uni verſal conqueſt, as 
the ſoul may never more ſenſibly feel its oppoſi- 
tion, and ſhall however aſſuredly ariſe. to an al- 

lowance of peace to the conſcience, according to the 
tenor of the covenant of grace. n 
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General 18 8 which no lp ill be mort merit 
No mortification unleſs a man be a believer. ans 
gers of attempting mortification of fin by wh ls | 
rate perſons. The duty of unconverted perſons, at 
to this buſineſs of mor mort: fication, configered. The | 
_ wanity of the papiſts attempts, and rules . morti- 
cation thence. a, eavered. 


TH E 405 and means ere a Gil may 

roceed to the mortification of any —_— 
lar {uf 75 fin, which Satan takes advantage by, 
to diſquiet and weaken him, comes next under 
conſideration. 

Now there are ſome general er ations to be 
premiſed, concerning ſore principles, and founda- 
tions of this work, without which 29 man in the 


| 2 he he never ſo. much raifed by con ui, . 


and reſolved for the mortification of any un, can 
attain chereunto. 

General rules and principles, without witch, no 
ö fin. will be ever mortified, are theſe : 

1. Unleſs a man be 4 zelle, that is, one that 
is truly ingrafted into Chriſt, he can never mortify 


any one fin ; I do not ſay, unleſs he nene himielf 


to be ſo, but unleſs. indeed he be fd, 9 ion 
is the work of believers, Rom. viii. 13. F 
through the Spirit, &c. Te believers, bY whom 
there is no condemnation, 5 + They alone are 
exhorted to it. Col. iii. Meru therefore your 
57. that are upon the 6. ho ſhould” mor- 
tify ? You, who are ri/en with Chriſt, ver. 1, 
hide life is hid with Chrift in God, ver. 3. who. 
ſhall appear with him in glory, wer, 4. An unrege- 
werate man may do ſomething like it, but the 
E 2 work 


he | ( ' ws, 


„% 7%; MORTIFICATION / 
work itſelf, ſo as it may be acceptable with God, 
he can never perform. - You know what a picture 
of it is drawn in ſome of the ph:le/ophers, Seneca, 
Tully, Epictetus; what affectionate diſcourſes they | 
| have of contempt of the world, and ſelf, of regu- 
lating and conquering all exorbitant affections and 
paſſions, The lives of moſt of them manifeſted, 
that their maxims differed as much from true mor- 
tification, as the ſun painted on a Feral: from 
the /un in the frmament. hs, had neither light 
nor heat. Their own Lucian ſufficiently manifeſts 
- what they all were, There is no death of ſin, 
without the death of Chriſt. You know what at- 
tempts there are made after it by the Papiſis, in 
their vows, penances, and /atisfaFtons ; I dare ſay. 
of them (I mean as many of them as act upon the  _, 
principles of their church, as they call it,) what 
Paul ſays of Iſrael in point of righteouſneſs, Rom. 
IX. 31, 32. They have. followed after mortification, 
but they have not attained to it; wherefore ? Be- 
cauſe they {* it not by faith, but as it were by the 
averks of the law, The ſame is the ſtate and con- 
dition of all amongſt ourſelves, who in obedience 
to their convictions, and awakened con ſciences, da 
attempt a relinquiſhment of ſin ; they follow after 
it, but they do not attain it. 
It is true, it #5, it will be required of every 
perſon whatever, that hears the law or gabe 
preached, that he mortify fin; it is his duty, but it 
is not his 7mmediate duty; it is his duty to do it, 
but to do it in God's way. If you require your 
ſervant to pay ſo much money for you in ſuch a 
place, but firſt to go and take it up in another; 
it is his duty to pay the money appointed, and 
you will ame him if he do it not; yet it was not 
. his mediante duty; he was ſirſt to ale it up, ac. 
cording to your d/regzien, So it is in this caſe; fin, 
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is to be mortified,. but ſomething is to be done in, 
the fir place to enable us thereunto, A 
I have groved, that it is the $pzr:7 alone that can 
martify ſin; he is promiſed to do it, and all other 
means without him are empty and vain, How mall 
he then mortify fin, that hath not the Spirit? A 
man may eaher /ee without eyes, ſpeak without a 
rongue, than truly mortify one ſin without the ol 
rit, Now how is he, attained? It is the Spirit of 
Chriſt; and (as the apoſtle fays) if we Zawe nor. 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, we are none ef bit, Rom. viii. 9. 
So, if we are Chri/*s, have an interef in him; we 
have the Spirit, and fo alone have power for mor- 
tification. This the apoſtle diſcourſes, at large, 
Rom. viii. v. 8. So then they that are in the e 
cannot pleaſe God. It is the inference and conclu- 
ſion he makes of his foregoing diſcourſe abont our 
natural ſtate and condition, and the enmity we have 
unto God and his /aw therein. If we are in the 
fleſh, if we have not. the Spirit, we cannot do any 
thing that ſhould pleaſe God, But what is our 
deliverance from this condition, wer, 9. But ye are 
not in the fleſh, but in the Spirit, if /o be that the ' 
ſpirit of G dvell in you 5 ye behevers, that have 
the Spirit of Chri/?, ye are not in the feb. There 
is no way of deliverance from the tie and condi- | 
tion of being in the fleſb, but by the Hpirit of EAT 
and what if this ſpirit of Chriſt be in you ? Why 
then you are mortified, ver. 10. the body is a 
becauſe of '/in, or unto it; mortification. is caxried 
on ; the new man is gquickeyed to righteouſneſs,” 
This the apoſtle proves, wer. 11, from the union 
we. have with Chriſt by the Spirit, which will pro- 
duce /iztab[e operations in ds, to what it wronght.in 
him. All" a:tempts then for mortification. of any 
lu, WIRE an We in Shun 5 vai. 
apy men that are gn//ed with and for fn, (the 
e r c l e e eee 
. 3 k 
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the word, or ſome affliction having been made 
 foarp in their hearts) do wigorouſly let themſelves. 

againſt this or that particular /uf, wherewith their 

conſciences have been moſt d!/quieted of perplexed. | 

But poor creatures! they labour in the fire, and 

their work conſumeth. When the irit of Chriſt. 

comes to this work, he will be as refiners fire, and 
as fullers ſoap, and he will purge men as gold and 
filver, Mal. iii. 3. take away their are and tin, 
3 their leb and 3lood, as 1/2. iv. 3. But men muſt 
be geld and iwer in the bottom, or elfe refining 
{ will do them no good. The prophet gives us the 
9 fad iſſue of wicked mens utmoſt attempts for morti- 
ö fitation, by what means ſoever that God affords : 
them, Fer. vi. 29, 30. The belloabs are burnt, and 

the lead is conſumed of the fire, the founder melteth in 1 

ain, reprobate filver all nen call them, becauſe the 

Lord hath rejected lb; and what is the reaſon 

hereof? v. 28. they were 1 5 and iron when they 

were put into the furnace. en may refine bra/3 

and tren long enough before they will be good 

Ter. r | 
'I ſay then, m ref ion is not the preſent buſineſs. 

of unregenerate men. God calls them not to it as 

'yet. Converfion is their work. The conwverſſon of 

the aubole ſoul, not the mortification of this or that 
particular laſt, You would /augh at a man that «n+ 

you ſhould ſee ſetting up a great fabrick, and never 

take any care for a foundation ; eſpecially if you 

ſhauld /e him ſo foolzfo, as that having a 'hou/and 

experiences, that what he built one day, fell down 

another, he, would yet continue in the ſame courſe.” 

So. It is with convinced perſons ; though they 
plainly ſee that what ground they get againſt fin. 
exe day, they loſe another, yet they will go on in the 

ſame road ſtill, without enquiring where the 4.- 

Aructive flaw in their progreſs lies. When the 

Fews upon the conviction of their fin were cut to the 

I hearty ; 
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heart,, Acts ii. 37. and cried dut what foal! de de 2. 


What doth Peter direct them to? Does he bid em 


£0 and mortify. their pride, wrath, malice, cruelty, * 
and the like ? No, he knew that was not their pre- 
ſent work, but he calls them to conwerfon and faith 
in Chriſt in general, ver. 38. Let the ſoul be firſt 
thoroughly converted, and then /ooking on him 
whom They had pierced, "bnmil:ation and mortifica- 
tion will enſue. . Thus when Jahn came to preach. 
repentance and converfion, he ſaid, the axe 18 now. 
laid to the root of the tree, Mat. iii. 10. The Pha- 
riſes had been laying heavy burdens, impoſing 
tedious duties, and rigid means of mortification, in 

faſtings, . waſhings, and the like, all in yain : ſays 
- Fobn, the doctrine of converfion is for you, the axe 
in my hand is laid to the er. And our Saviour 
tells us what is to be done in this che; ſays he, do 
men gather grapes from thorns? Matt. vi. 16. But 
ſappoſe a thorn be well pruned and cut, and have 
pains taken with im? Lea but he will never bear 
figs ; ver. 17, 18. It cannot be but every tree will 
bring forth fruit according to its own lid. What 
is then to be done, he tells us, Marr. xii. 33. 
make the tree good, and his fruit will be god: the 
root muſt be dealt with, the nature of the tres 
changed, or no good fruit will be brought forth, 

This is that I aim at, unleſs a man be regenerate, 
unleſs he be a believer, all attempts that he can 
make for  mortification, be they never ſo /ecious 
and promiſing, all means he can uſe, let him fol- 
low them with never ſo much diligence, earneſt- 
neſs, watchfulneſs and contention of mind and 
ſpirit, are to no purpoſe ;- in vain ſhall he aſe 
many remedies, he ſhall' not be healed. Yea there 
are /undry deſperate evils attending an endeavour in 
convinced perſons that are no more but ſo, to per- 
Jorm this duty, Ih do 25h 

dan Furſt, 
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"a Firſt, The mind and ſoul is rv; up about that 
which is not. the man's Proper Sufis Bufine/s,” and ſo lie 1 15 
diverted from that which Is o. God lays hold by 
his word: and Judgments on ſome fin in him, ' galls - 
his con/crence, diſquiets his Scart, deprives him of 
his en; now- other diverſions will not ſerve his 
turn he muſt apply himſelf. to the erk before 
kim. The buſineſs. in hand 8 5 to. awake the 
5 whole man unto a conſideration of the ſtate and 
1 condition wherein he 15, that he might be brou A 
ahi home to God ; inſtead hereof, he ets himſel 
54 mortify the fin. that galls him; which is a pure Ig 
of 812 love, to be feed ' LW his trouble; and not 
at all to the ark he is called unto ; and fo is 4%. 
wverted from it. Thus God tells 55 of Ephraim, 8 
when he ſpread his pet U n them, and brought 
* them down as the > foavls 0 Heaven, and ks em, 
them. Hof. vii. 12, caught them, intangled t 
convinced FS that. they could not eſcape ; Tal N 
he of them, & return, but not. to the Melt 1 
they ſet. themſelves to a relinguiſhment of fin, 
nat in that manner by univerſal nv, as, God, 5 
called for it. Thus are men diverted from coming 
unto God, by the moſt gleriaus ways that they can 
fx'y nn 0 to come. to him by. And this is one of 
e moſt common _ deceits whereby men ruin their 
own ſouls; I wiſh that ſome whoſe trade it is to a 
2 avith untempered mortar in the things of God, L 
d not teach this deceit, and cauſe. the pęoplę to 
err by their i . * do; men do? 
oft-times are che A e 
mY are: galled h. br ig and; diſc 9 8 from the 
rd. hath lai a upon the 2%; a Telin-. 
quilment-of the in as to, praftice, (th a they, are. 
in ſome fruits of i FIDE pleyed wich, a mating. 
| bead againſt it, ap em: them. 
ſelves mowed nd 3 is be e ie tb 
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convictions loſt thereby? Here men abide and 
periſn t zee Hi iT eee ene 
Secondly, This duty being a good thing in itſelf, 
in its proper place, a duty evidencing Frcerity, 
bringing home peace to the conſcience; a man 
finding himſelf really engaged in it, his mind and 
heart ſet againſt this or chat ſin, with purpoſe and 
reſolution to have no more to 4% with it, he is 
ready to conclude, that his fate and condition is 
god, and ſo to delude his own ſoul. For, 
(. When his conſtience hath been made fick 
with ſin, and he could find no reſt, when he ſhould 
go to the great Phyſician of fouls, and get Healing 
in his blood; the man by this engagement a ink 
{in, pacifies and quiets his conſcience,” and fits 
down without going to Chriſt at all. Ah!” how 
many paar /ouls are thus deluded to eternity! When 
Ephraim ſaw his fickne/s, he ſent to king Fareb, Hoſ. 
v. 13. which kept him off from God. The whole 
bundle of the Popiſh' religion is made up of de- 
hgns and contrivances to pacify. conſcience without 
Chriſt ; all deſcribed by the apoſtle, Rom. x. 4. 
_ (2.) By this means men /at/5/y themſelves that 
their ſtate and condition is good, ſeeing they do 
that which is a Work good in itſelf, and they do. 
not do it to be. ſeen. ey know they would have 
the work done in /incerity, and ſo are hardened in a. 
kind of Ke „ 11 
(3.) When a man hath thus for a /za/on been de- 
luded, and hath deceived his own ſoul, and finds in 
a long courſe of life, that indeed his fin is not mor- 
tified; or if he hath changed ane, he hath gotten 
another; he begins at length to think, that all 
contending is in vain, he ſhall never be able to pre- 
vail: he is making a dam againſt water that in- 
creaſeth on him. Hereupon he gives over, as on 
deſpairing of any Tucceſs, and yields up CG 
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f the power of fin, and that habit of formality that he 
rn ont ee Oct ano eo 


_ And this is the uſual iſſue with perſons attempts 
ing che mottifiration* of: ſii without an irrer in 
| Chriſt fist obtained. it | d-ludet them, barden 

them, deftroys them. And therefore we ſee that 
there are not uſually more vile and deſperate ſin- 
ners in the world, than ſuch: as having by convic- 
tion been 2 this courſe; have found it fruit- 
leſs, and deſerted it without a diſcovery of Chriſt. 
And this is the ſubſtance of the religion and god- 
lmeſs of the choiceſt formalifs in the world; and 
of all thoſe who in the Raman ſynagogue are drawn 
to mortiſſcatiom as they drive Indians to baptiſm, or 
cattle to water. I ſay then, that mortification is 
- the work of Bellie vert, and believers only. To 40 
ſin is the work of living men; where men are den, 
(as all unbelievers; the bi of: them are dead); fitv 
2, It is the workcof Faith; the peculiar work of 
1 faith 3- now if there he à wur to be done chat will 
= - be effected bv one only in/frament, it is the greateſt - 
i  madzieſs for any to attempt the going of it, that hath 
not that inſtrument. Now it is faith that purifies 
1 75 the heart, Acts xv. g. or as Peter ſpeaks, de pu- 
19 pal our fouls in obeying the truth through the Spirit, 
1 Pet. 1. 22, An Without it, it will not be 
Ft | What hath been f. 
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oken, I ſuppoſe is ſufficient 
general rult : be ſure to get an 
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to make good my fir | 
0 ihtereſt in Chrift, if you intend to mortify any filly 
wo _ evithout it it will never be dont. $424. ee e 
0 O8. Loa will fay, what then would you have 
10 wiregenerate men, that ate convinced of the evil of 
Hh fin 1 Shall they ceaſe friving againſt x, live 
1 Aluteh, give theit luſts their /wing, and be as 
4 bad as the worſt, of men? This were a Way to 45 
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the whole world into confuſion,” to bring all things 
into darkneſs, to ſer * the floord-gates of taft, ? 
and lay the reins upon the ne of men to u into 
all ſin with delight and greedineſs, like the" >9/#  , 
into the battle. -- | r by x a 
Anſi. 1. God forbid ! It is to be looked on as 4 
great iſſue: of the wiſdom, goodneſs, and love of 
God, that by manifold ways and means he 4s 
pleaſed. to reſtrain the ſons of men from runnin 
forth into that compaſs of eee ahd riet; Wüick 
the depravity of their nature would carry them 
out unto with vielence. By what Way foever this 
is done, it is an iſſue of the care, — . 
e 


- 


goodneſs of God, without which the who 

would be an hell of ſin and eonfufiun. 

5 | 2. There is a peculiar — Ho in the 

word, which God is oftentimes pleaſed to pur fh 

to the wounding, amazing, and in ſome fort 
humbling of ſinners; though they are never con- 
verted. And the word is to be preatbed, though 

it hath this end, yet not with this end. Let then 

the word be preached,” and the in of men rehuked, 

luft will be refrained; and ſome oppoſitions will be 

made againſt fin; though that be not the % 
aimed alt. | | 1 
3. Though this be the auerk of the word an 
Spirit, and it be good in itſelf, yet it is not pro- 
fitable nor available as to the main end in them in 
whom it is wrought ; they are ſtill in the zal! ?7ę̃ | 
bitterneſs, and under the power of darkness. ON 

4. Bet men know it is their duty, hüt in 1 
proper place; I take not men from 3 
ut put them upon covern. He that nay 
a man from mending'a hole in the wall of his houſe, 


to quench a fire that is conſuming” the whole, Bf 

ing, is not his enemy. Poor foul? it is not th 12 

Sage va thy bectic fer that thou art topf e 
to the conſideration of, Thou ſetteſt = 


thyſel 
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Felf againſt a particular fitt, and doſt not conſider 
that thou art a nothing butifin. 1 [ow 0 90, 
Let me add this to them who are preachers of che 
Sword, or intend through the eee e God 
that employment. It is their duty to plead with 
men about their fins, to lay laad on particular ſins, 
but always remember, that it be done with that 
which is the proper end of law and goſpel. That 
is, that they make uſe of the fin they ſpeak againſt, 
to the di/covery of the fate. and condition wherein 
the „inner is. Otherwiſe, happily they may work 
men to formality and hypocriſy, but little of the 
true end of preaching the goſpel will be brought 
about. It will not awail, to beat a man off from 
his drunkenneſs, into a ſober formality; à ſkilful, 
maſter of the a//emblies lays his axe at the root, 
drives ſtill at the heart. To inveigh againſt parti- 
cular ſins of ignorant unregenerate perſons, (ſuch 
as the land is fall of,) is a good work: but yet 
though it may be done with great efficacy, vigour 
and fucce/s, if this be all the et of it, that they 
are ſet upon the moſt ſedulous endeavours of morti- 
Hing their ſins preached down, all that is done, is 
but like the beating of an enemy in an open field, 
«nr! driving him into an impregnable caftle, not to 
be prevailed againſt. Get you at any time a ſin- 
ner at the advantage, on the account of any one 

fn whatever, have you any thing to take hold of 
him by, bring it to his fate and condition, drive it 
up to the head, and there deal with him; to break 
men off from particular ſins, and not to break their 
h-arts, is to deprive ourſelves of advantages of 
dealing with them. I n: i ene 
And herein is the Roman mortification grievouſſy 
peccant ; they drive all forts of perſons to it, with- 
out the leaſt. conſideration whether they have a 
principle for it or no. Yea they are ſo far from 
calling on men to 6z/jeve, that they may be able 
| | PEY "4-3-8 2] "1408 
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to mortify their Juſts, that they call men to mori. 
cation inſtead of . believing.” The truth is, they 
neither know what it is to belzeve, nor what morty- 
* fication itſelf intends. . Faith, with them is but a 
general A ent to the doctrine taught in their 
church and mortification the hetaking of a man by 
a vow to ſome, certain courſe of life, wherein he - 4 
denies himſelf ſomething of the uſe of the things of 
this world, not without a conſiderable compenſa- 
tion. Such men know neither the Scriptures, nor 
the Power of God. Their boaſting of their mor- 
tification, is but their glorying in their Game. 
Some caſuifls among ourſelves, who over-lookin 
the neceflity of regeneration, do avowedly give this 
for a direction to all forts of perſons, that complain 
of any fin or luſt, that they ſhould vow againk it, 
at leaſt for a ſeaſon; a month or fo, ſeem to have a 
ſcantling of light in the my/fery of the golpel, much 
like that, of Nizodemus, when he came firſt to Chriſt. 
They bid men vow to abſtain from their i for a 
ſeaſon, This commonly makes their % more 
impetuous. Perhaps with great perplexity they 
| keep their word: perhaps not, which increaſes 
their guilt and torment. Is their fin at all merti- 
fied hereby? Da they find a congugt over it? Is 
their condition changed, though they attain a re- 
linquiſhment of it? Are they not ſtill in the gail gf”: 
bitterneſs ? Is not this to put men to make Set, if #4 
not without fraw,, (which is worſe,) without 
ferength ? What promiſe hath amy unregencrate man! 
to countenance him in this work? What aff ance 
for the performance of it? Can ſin be killed witk⸗ 
out an intereſt in the death of Chriſt, or ua 
without the Spirit ? If ſuch directions ſhould pre- 
vall to change mens lives, as ſeldom they do, yet, 
they never reach to the change of their hearts or 
conditions. They make men elf juſticiaries or hy- 
Pocxites, not Chriſtians. It grieyes me oft · times 
| | to 
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to ſee poor ſouls, that have a zeal for God, and a 
defire of eternal welfare, kept, by ſuch directors 
and directions, under a hard, burdenſome, outfide 
worſhip and ſervice of God, with many ſpecious 
endeavours: for mortification, in an utter 1gnorance 
of the righteouſneſs of Chrift, and unacquaintedneſs 
with his Spirit, all their days. Perſons and things 
of this kind, I know too many. If ever God fbrine 
into their hearts, to give them the 4nowledge of his - 
glory in the face of his Sou Jeſus Chriſt, they will ſee 
the folly of their preſent way. 


e NM A F. VIII. 


The ſecond general rule propoſed. Without uniwerſal 
fincerity for the mortifying of every luft, no luſt 
, be mortified. © Partial mortification always 
from a corrupt principle. Perplexity of temptation 
from a luſt, oft-times a chaſtening for other negli- 


Fences. | 


x H E ſecond principle, which to this purpoſe 
I ſhall propoſe, 1s this, without fincerity and 
diligence in an univerſality of obedience, there is no 
mortification of any one perplexing luſt to be obtained, 
The other was to the perſen, this to the thing itſelf. 
I ſhall a little explain this poſition. $1 
A man finds any luſt to bring him into the co 
dition formerly deſcribed, it is powerful, ſtrong, 
tumultuating, leads captive, vexes, diſquiets, takes 
away peace; he is not able to bear it, wherefore he 
fets himſelf againſt it, prays againſt it, groans 
under it, 7 to be delivered, Cat in the mean 
time, perhaps in other duties, in conſtant commu- 
nion with God, in reading, prayer and meditation, 
in other ways that are not of the ſame kind with 
the I wherewith he is troubled, he is loeſe and 
| 9 75 Ae negli gent. 
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negligent. Let not that man think that ever he 
ſhall arrive to the mortification of the luſt he is per- 
plexed. with, This is a condition that not ſeldom 
befals men in their pi/primtage. The Hraclites, un- 
der a ſenſe of their lin, drew ig to God with 
much diligence and earneſtneſs, with fafting and 
prayer, Iſa. lvili. many expreſſions are made of 
their earne/tne/s in the work, v. 2. I hey ſeek mid 
daily, and delight to know my ways, they ait of ne, 
the ordinances of juſtice, they delight in approaching 
anto G. But God rejects all; their d is a re- 
medy that will not heal them, and the reaſon given 
of it, v. 5, 6, 7. is, becauſe they were particular in 
this duty. They attended diligently to that, but 
inothers were negligent and careleſs, He that hath a 
running fore (it is the Scripture expreſſion) upon 
| him, ariſing from an ill habit of body contracted 
by intemperance and ill diet; let him apply him- 
ſelf with what di/igence and ſkill he can, to the cure 
of his /ore, if he leave the general habit of his body 
under diſtempers, his /abozr and travail will be in 
vain, So will his attempts be, that ſhall endeavour 
to ſtop a bloody i//ue of tin, and f/:h in his ſoul, and 
is not equally careful of his univerſal fprritual ten 
perature, and conſtitution. For, | 
t. This kind of endeavour for mortification, pro- 
ceeds from a corrupt principle, ground and founda 
tion, ſo that it will never proceed to a good iſſue. 
The true and acceptable principles of mortification 
| ſhall be afterward inſiſted on. Hatred of ſin as fin, 
not only as galling or di/quieting, ſenſe of the love 
of Chriſt in the croſs hes at the bottom of all true 
ſpiritual mortification. Now it is certain, that 
that which I ſpeak of proceeds from flu n 
Thou ſetteſt thyſelf. with all di/zgence and earneſ}- 
neſs to 7 ſuch a luſt or ſin; What is the rea- 
ſon of it? It % nete thee, it hath taken away thy 
peace, it fills thy heart with forrow and trouble, 
2) F 2 | and 
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and fear, thou haſt 20 re/ becauſe of it; yea but 
friend, thou haſt negleFed prayet or reading, thou 
haſt Seen vain and Joo/e in thy converſation in other 
things that have not been of the ſame nature with 
that 4% wherewith thou art perplexed; theſe are 
no leſs fins and evils, than thoſe under which thou 
groaxeſt ; Jeſus Chriſt Sed for them alto ; why doſt 
thou not ſet thyſelf againſt them alſo? If thou 
" batedft ſin as fin, every evil away, thou would be 
no leſs wetchful againſt every thing that grieves 
and difquiets the /p7rit of God, than againſt that 
which griewes and diſquiets thine own ſoul. It is 
evident that thou contendeſt againſt /n, meerly 
becauſe of thy own trouble by it. Would thy con- 
ſcience be quiet under it, thou wouldſ let it alone. 
Did it not difquiet thee, it ſhould not be diſquieted 
by thee. Now, canſt thou think that God will 
-»fet in with ſuch Apocritical endeavours; that ever 
" bis ſpirit will bear wwitne/5 to the treachery. and 
: falſhocd of thy ſpirit ? Doſt thou think he will eye 
* thee of that which perplexerb thee, that thou mayeſt 
be at liberty to that which no leſs griewes him? 
No, (ſays God,) here is one, if he could be rid of 
this 4% I ſhould never hear of him more, let him 
"wreſtle with. this, or he is Joſt. Let not any man 
think to do his exon work, that will not do God's. 
God's work conſiſts in uni werſal obedience: to be 
ſteed of the preſent perplexity is their own only. 
Hence is that of the apoſtle, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Cleans 
© yourſelves from all pollution ef fleſp and ſpirit „per- 
ecting holineſs in the fear of the Lord. If we will 
do any thing, we muſt do all things. So then, not 
only an intenſe oppoſition to this or that peculiar 
Pas but it is an zniver/al humble frame and temper 
of heart, with watchfulneſs over every evil, and for 
the performance of every duty, that is accepted. 
2. How knoweſt, thou but that God hath Tuf- 
fered the luſt wherewith thou haſt been perp/cxed to 
aha 45 : * | get 
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pet ferength in thee, and power over thee, to tha/t(n 
thee for thy other ncgligences, and common /ukc- 
avarmne/s in walking before him; at leaſt to awaken 
thee to the confideration of thy ways, that thou 
mayeſt make a thorough work and change in thy 
courſe of walking with him? The rage and prevc- 
mi nancy of a particular luſt, is commonly the f5-w7 
and iſſue of a careleſs, negligent conte in general; 
and that upon a double account. | 
(1) As its natural efe&#, if I may fo ſay. - Luſt 
(as I ſhewed) in general, lies in the heart of every 
one, even the %, whilſt he lives; and think not 
that the Scripture ſpeaks in vain, that it is ele, 
cunning, crafty ; that it ſeduces, entices, fights, re- 
bels. Whilſt a man keeps > diligent warch over his 
heart, its root and fountain; Whilſt above all 4cep- 
ings, he keeps his heart, whence are the iſſues of hfe 
and death, luſt withers and dies in it. But if 
through negligence it makes apy eruption any parti- 
cular way, gets a paſſage to the thoughts by the af- 
fections, and from them, and by them, perhaps 
breaks out into open ſin in the conwer/ation, the 
ſtrength of it bears that wy it hath found out, and 
that way mainly it urgeth, until having got a pa/+ 
ſage, it then vexes and diſquiets, and is not eaſily 
to be reſtrained; thus perhaps a man may be put 
to wreſtle all his days in ſorrow, with that, which 
by a ſtrict ani verſal watch might eaſily have been 
prevented. | 
(2) As I faid, God oft-times + ſuffers it to 
chaſten our other negligences ; for as with wicked 
men, he gives them up to one ſin as 
the judgement of another, a greater Rom. i, 26. 
for the puniſbment of a les, or one 
that will hold them more firmly and ſecurely, for 
that which they might have poſſibly obtained a de- 
liverance from: ſo even with his own, he may, he 
doth leave them ſometimes to ſome wexalions di- 
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Rempers, either to prevent or cure ſome other evil? 


So was the meſſenger of Satan let looſe 


2 Dor. ali. 7. on Paul, that he might not be lifted 


4 up through ihe abundance. of Jpiritual 


| revelations. Was it not a correction to Peter's wain 
confidence, that he was left to deny his maſter? 


Now if. this be the fate and condition of luft in its 
prevalency, that God often- times ſuffers it ſo to 
prevail, at leaſt to admoniſb us, and to humble us, 


A to haſten and correct us, for our general 


ſe and careleſs walking, is it poſſible that the 

te ſhould be removed, and the cauſe continued; 
that the particular luſt ſhould be mortified, and the 
general courſe be unrefarmed ? He then that would 
really, thoroughly, and acceptably mortify any diſ- 
quieting 4, let him take care to be egually-dili- 
| Bent in all parts of obedience ; and know that every 
| luſt, every omiſſion of duty, is burden- 


| Iſa, abit, 24. Joine to God, though but one is ſo to 


him. Whilſt there. abides a treachery 


in the heart to indulge to any negligence in not 


preſſing univerſally to all perfection in obedience, 
the ſoul is aveat, as not giving faith its whole 


work; and H-, as s more the trouble 
t 


of lin, than the filth and guilt of it; and lives 


under a conſtant provocation of God, ſo that it may 


not expect any comfortable iſſue in any ſpiritual 


duty that it doth undertake, much leſs in this un- 


der conſideration, which requires another prin» 
A _ frame of ſpirit for 1ts an 


"CH e, 

Particular direfticns in relation to the foregoing ca/# 
propoſed. Firſt, Conſider the dangerous ſymptoms 
of any luſt : 1. Inveterateneſ+.. 2. Peace obtained 


under it; the ſeveral ways whereby that js done. 
3. Frequency of Jucceſs in its ſeduttions. 4. The 


fouls fighting againſt it, with arguments only talen 


rom the event. 5. Its being attended with judici- 
. ary. hardneſs. 6. 1ts withſtanding particular deal- 
ings from God. T he ſtate of per/ons in whom theſe 
things are found. f X 


'T H E foregoing general rules being ſuppoſed, 
| particular dire&ions to the foul, for its 
guidance under the ſenſe of a diſquieting luſ or di- 
| 4; (being the main thing I aim at) come 
next to be propoſed. Now of theſe ſome are pre- 
ious and preparatory, and in ſome of them the 
wo itſelf is contained. Of the f hart are theſe 
entuing ; | 
| Fin, Conſider what dangerous Hmptams thy luſt 
hath attending or accompanying it. Whether it 
hath any deadly mark on it or no: if it hath, ex- 
traordinary remedies are to be uſed ; an ordinary 
courſe of mortification will not do it. 
You will ſay, what are theſe dangerous marks 
and /ymptoms, the deſperate attendances of an in- 
dwelling luſt that you intend ? Some of them I 
ſhall name. „ | | 
_ (1) Jnweteratens/+ ; if it hath lain long corrupting 
in thy heart, if thou haſt /fered it to abide in 
power and prevalency, without attempting vigo- 
rouſly the Killing of it, and the healing. of the 
wounds thou haſt received by it, for ſome Be ſea⸗ 
ſon, thy diſtemper is dangerous, Haſt thou per. 
4 | * mitted 
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mitted avor/dline/s, ambition, greedineſs of fudy, to 
eat up other duties; the duties wherein thou oughteſt 
to hold conſtant communion with God, for ſome 
Jong ſeaſon? Or uncleanneſi to a thy heart, with 
ain, and foolifo, and wicked imaginations, for 
many days? Thy luſt hath a dangerous ſymptom. v0 
was the caſe with Dawid, Pal. xxxvili. 5. My 
woounds tink and are corrupt, becauſe of "my fooliſh- 
neſs. When a luſt hath lain long in the heart, 
corrupting, 5 cankering, it brings the 

ſwoul to a woeful condition. In ſuch a caſe an ordi- 

_ ary courſe of humiliation will not do the work: 
whatever it be, it will by this means inſinuate itſelf 
more or leſs into all the faculties of the ſoul, and 
habituate the affections to its company and ſociety ; 
it grows familiar to the mind and conſcience, that 
they do not ftartle at it as a ſtrange things but are 
bold with it as that which they are wonted unto; 
yea it will get ſuch advantage by this means, as 
oftentimes to exert and put forth itſelf, without 
having any notice taken of it at all; as it ſeems to 
have been with Zo/eph in his fearing by the life of 
Pharach, Unleſs tome extraordinary courſe be 
taken, ſuch a perſon hath no ground in the world 
to expect that his latter end ſhall be peace. 
For firſt, how will he be able to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the long abode of an unmortiſied luff, and the -W- 
.dominion of ſin which cannot befal a regenerate 

perſon ? | Secondly, how can he e himſelf, 

that 1t ſhall ever be otherwiſe with him, or that 

his luſt will ceaſe tumultuating and ſeducing, when 

he ſees it fixed and abiding, and hath done ſo for 

many days, and hath gone through variety of con- 

ditions with him? It may be it hath tried mercies 

and afii#tons, and thoſe poſſibly ſo remarkable, 

that the ſoul could not avoid the taking ſpecial 

notice of them; it may be it hath aweazhered out 

many a thorn ; and paſſed under much * 
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gifts in the adminiſtration of the word; and will 


it prove an eaſy thing to e.g an izmete plead- 


ing a title by preſcription? Old neglected wounds 
are often mcrtal, always dangerous, Indwelling 
diſtempers grow rey, and /fubbern, by continu- 
_ ance in ea/e and quiet, Luft is ſuch an inmate, as, 
if it can plead time and fome preſcription, will not 
eaſily be ejected. As it never dies of itſelf, ſo if 
it be not daily 4i//ed, it will always gather ſtrength. 
(2) Secret pleas of the heart for the | counte- 
nancing of itſelf, and keeping up its peace, notwvith- 
/tanding the abiding of a luſt, without a -wgorous 
CU attempt for its mortification, is another 
dangerous /ymptom of a deagly diſtemper in the heart. 
Now there be ſeveral ways whereby this may be 
done, I ſhall name earn them. As, 3 
I. When upon 7houghts, perplexin oughts 
about Gn inſtead of 47 0 Oe * the de- 
ſtruction of it, a man /earches his heart to ſee what 
"evidences he can find of a good condition,  notauith- 
 fanding that /in and luſt, ſo that it may 80 well 
with him. e ee ES Fm 
For a man to gather up his experiences of God, 
to call them y mind, to 3 reer 
ty, improve them, is an excellent thing; a du 
| profiled by all the ſaints; commended in the Os 
Teſtament and the New. This was David's. work, 
when he communed with his own heart, and called 
to remembrance the former lowing. kindneſs of the 
Lord, P/al. Ixxvii. 6, 7, 8, 9. This is the duty 
that Paul ſets us to practiſe, 2 Cor. xiii. 3. And 
as it is in itſelf excellent, ſo it hath 1 added to 
it, by a proper ſeaſon. A time of trial, or temg- 
tation, or n of the heart about n, is a 
picture of filver to ſet off this golden apple, as Solo- 


mem ſpeaks : but zoww, to do it for this end, to fa- 


tisfy conſcience, which cries and calls for another 
purpole, is a deſperate device of an Heart in = 
8 * = WL 
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with fin. When a man's conſcience ſhall deal with 
him, when God ſhall rebu4e him for the ſinful di- 
flemper of his heart, if he, inſtead of applying 
himſelf to get that fin pardoned in the blood of 
Chriſt, and mertified by his ſpirit, ſhall relieve 
- Himſelf, by any ſuch other evidences as he hath, or 
thinks himſelf to have, and ſo diſentangle himſelf 
from under the yoke, that God was putting on his 
nech; his condition is very dangerous, his woun 
" kardly curable. Thus the Jews under the gallings 
of their own conſciences, and the convincing Ne 
ing of our Saviour, ſupported themſelves with 
this, that they were Abraham's children, and on 
that account accepted with God; and fo counte- 
nanced themſelves in all abominable wickedneſs to 
their utter ruin. „ 
This is in ſome degree, a bleſſing of a man's 
5 felt, and ſaying that upon one account or other 
e ſhall have peace, although he adds drunkenneſs to 
ibu; love of ſin, undervaluation of peace, and 


of nad ov of love from God, are-enwrapped in 
r 


ſuch a frame: ſuch. a one plainly ſhews, that if 
he can but keep up Hope of eſcaping the wrath to 
come, he can be well content to be unfruitful in 
the world, at any diſtance from God that is not 
final ſeparation. What is to be expected from ſuch 
a heart ? | © | * 
2. By applying grace and mercy to an unmortified 
ſin, or one not fincerely endeavoured to be morti- 
d, is this deceit carried on. This is a //gw of an 
heart greatly entangled with the love of fin, When 
| a man hath ſecret thoughts in his 
2 Kings, v. 18. heart, not unlike thoſe of Naaman, 
© > about his worſhipping in the houſe 
of Rimmon; in all other things I will walk with 
God ; but in this thing, God be merciful unto me ; 
his condition is ſad. It is true indeed, a reſolu- 
tion to this purpoſe, to indulge a man's ſelf in a7 
2 2 ; fin 
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fin on the account of mercy, ſeems to be (and doubt- | 
leſs in any courſe is,) altogether. inconſiſtent with 
Chriſtian fincerity, and is à badge of an hypocrite, _ 
and is the turning of the grace of God into wwanton- 
vet, Jude 4. but yet I doubt not but through the 
craft of Satan, and their own remaining yam, 
, the children of God may themſelves ſometimes 
enſnared with this deceit of fin ; or elſe Pau would 
never have ſo cautioned them againſt it as he doth, - 
Rom. vi. 1, 2, Yea indeed there is nothing more 
s | natural, than for feſbly reaſonings to grow high and 
ſtrong upon this account. The %%% would fain 
be indulged unto upon the account of grace: and 
every word that is ſpoken of mercy, it ſtands ready 
to catch at, and to pervert it to its -n corrupt 
aims and purpoſes. _ To apply mercy then to a fin 
not vigorouſly mortified, is to fulfil the end of the 
fleſh upon the Goſpel. + LY 
" Theſe and many other 5 1 and wiles, a deceit- 
ful heart will ſometimes make / of, to counte- 
nance itſelf in its abominations. Now when a man 
with his Vn is in this condition, that there is a ſecret 
liking of the fin prevalent in his heart, and though 
his wi/] be not wholly ſet upon it, yet he hath an a 
imperfect welleity towards it, he would, practiſe it 
were it not for ſuch and ſuch conſiderations, and 
hereupon relieves himſelf other ways. than by the 
mortification and pardon of it in the blood of 
Chriſt, that man's wounds ſtind and are corrupt, 
and he will, without ſpeedy deliverance, be at the 
door of death. | 
* (3) Frequency of ſucceſi in ſin's ſeduction in ob- 
taining the prevailing conſent of the will unto it, 
is another dangerous /ymprom. This is that I 
mean : when the fin ſpoken of gets the conſent of 
the aui with ſome delight, though it be not a4u- 
ally outwardly perpetrated, yet it hath ſucceſs. A 
man may not be able upon outward conſiderations 
7 | 0 
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„ N. MORTIFICATION ff _ 
to go along with fin, to that which James calls the 
e it, Jam. i. 14, 15. as to the outward 
2 5 of ſin, when yet the will of ſinning may be 
actually obtained: then hath it, I ſay, ſucceſs. 
Now if any laſt be able thus far to prevail in the 
ſoul of any man, as his condition may . be a 
very sad, and himfelf be unre generate, ſo it cannot 
poffibly be very good, but dangtruus. And it is all 
one upon the matter, whether this be done by the 
choice of the will, or by inadvertency; for that 
_ enadvertency itſelf is in a manner cheſen-. When 
we are inadvertent and negligent, where we are 
bound' to 5 and carefulneſ5, that ina , 
eertenty doth not take off from the woluntarine/7 of 
What we do thereupon; for althongh men do not 
choofe and refolve to be negligent and inadvertent, . 
yet if they choo/e the things that will make them ſo, 
they chooſe inadvertency itlelf, as a thing may be 
choſen in its cau/e, | ] | 
And let not men think that the evil os their 
hearts is in any meaſure extenuated, becauſe they | 
ſeem for the moſt part to be ſurpriſed into that con- 
ſent which they ſeem to give unto it; for it is 
negligence of their duty in watching over their 
hearts, that betrays them into that ſurpriſal. 
Ii) When a man fg#:eh againſt his fin only- 
1th arguments from the ue, or the "puniſoment - s Þ 
due untoit; this is a % n that fin hath taken great 
poſeſſien of the will, and that in the heart there is 
a /uperfluity of naughtineſs. Such a man as oppoſes. |, 
nothing to the 2du&on of fin and luſt in Is heart, 
but fear of ſbame among men, or hel! from God, 
is ſufficiently re/olved to do the /in, if there were no 
Fpuniſbment attending it; which what it differs from, 
living in the practice of fin, I know not. Thoſe 
who are Chris, and are acted in their obedience. 
upon Geſpel principles, have the death of Chriſt, 
the fowve of God, the deteftable nature of fin, the 
N . Sy  preciouſneſs _ 
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preciouſneſs of communion with God; a deep gr 
nbhorrency of fin. as /in, to oppoſe to any ſeduction of © 
un, to all the workings; ſtrivings, /fgbtings of 
luſt in their hearts. So did Joſeph, ARA 
Heww ſhall I h this great evil (faith Gen. iK. 3. 
he) and fin againſt the Lord, my | 
good and gracious God ? And Paul, 
The love of Chriſt conſtrains us: and | 
having received theſe promiſes, let ul 2 Cor. vii. 11 
cleanſe outſelves from all pollutions of ks 
fleſh and ſpirit. But now if a man be ſo under the 
power of his luſt, that he hath nothing but late to 
oppoſe it with, if he cannot igt againſt it with 
Goſpel weapons, but deals with it altogether with 
hell and judgment, which are the proper arms of 
the /awv; it is moſt evident, that fin hath poſſeſſed 
71/elF of his will and affections, to a very great pe. 
valency and conqueſt, 8 | TERS 
- Such a perſon hath caſt off (as to the particular 
ſpoken of) the conduct of renewing grace, and is 
kept from ruin only by retraining grace; and fo 
far is he fallen from grace, and returned& under 
the power of the las; and can it be thought that 
this is not a great provocation to Chriſt, that men 
ſhould caſt off his eaſy gentle yoke and rule, and 
caſt themſelves under the iron yoke of the law;' 
meerly out of indulgence unto their luſts ?7 

Try thyſelf by this alfo : when thou art by fr 
driven to make a fand, ſo that thou muſt either 
ſerve it, and ruſþ at the command of it into folly, 
hke the hor/e into the battle, or make hend again 
it to ſuppreſs it; what doſt thou ſay to thy foul F 
What doſt thou expoſtulate with' thyſelf? Is this 
all? Hell will be the end of this courſe, vengeance 
will meet with me, and find me out; it is tim for 
thee to look about thee, evil hes at the door.” Paul 
mam argument- to evince, than fin ſhall not have- 
dominion over * that they are not un- 
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der the lago, but under grace, Rem. vi. 14. If 
thy contendings againſt fin be all on legal accounts, 
from legal principles and motives, what aſſurance 
canſt thou attain unto, that ſin ſhall not have-do- 
minion over thee, which will be thy rain ? 

Vea know that this reſerve will not long hold 


out: if thy luſt hath driven thee from ſtronger 


Goſpel forts, it will ſpeedily. prevail againſt this 
alſo ; do not ſuppoſe that ſach conſiderations will 
deliver thee, when thou haſt voluntarily given up 
to thine enemy thoſe helps and means of preſerva- 
tion which have a thouſand times their ſtrength. 
Reft affuredly in this, that unleſs thou recover thy- 
felf with ſpeed from this condition, the thing that 
thou feareſt will come upon thee ; what Goſpel 
principles do not, legal motives cannot do. 
6) When it is probable that there is, or may be 
ſomewhat of judiciary hardneſi, or at leaſt chaſten- 
ing puniſhment in thy luſt as di/quieting ; this is 
another dangerous Hmptom. That God doth ſome- 
times leave even thoſe of his own, under the per- 
F#/exing power at leaf of ſome Juſt or lin, to corre# 
them for former ns, negligence and folly, I no 
way. doubt. Hence was that complaint: of the 
church, : why haßt thou: hardened us from the fear or 
thy name? Ia. Ixiii. 17. That this is his way of 
dealing with . uzregenerate men, no man queſtions, 
But how ſhall a man know whether there be any 
thing of God's chaſtening hand, in his being 4%. to 
the diſquietment of his diſtemper ? 483.4434 
Anjw. Examine thy Heart and ways: what was 


the Hate and condition of thy /oul before thou felleſt 


into the in hart of | that. fin which now thou 
fo. complaineſt of? Hadſt thou, been negligent in 
duties? Hadſt thou lived inordinately to thyſelf? Is 
there the gui?t of any great fn lying upon thee an- 
re pented of? A new ſin may be permitted, as well 

#3 : „ 
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25 a new affliction ſent to bring an old ſin to re- 
memberance. | | 


Haſt thou received any eminent mercy, Protec- 
tion, deliverance, which thou didſt not zmpreve in 


a due manner, nor were thankful for? Or haſt thou 


been exerciſed with any afliction, without labour- 


ing for the appointed end of it? Or haſt thou been 


wanting to the opportunities of glorifying God in 
thy generation, which in his good [providence he 
had gracioufly afforded unto thee ; Or haſt thou 
c:-nformed thyſelf unto the world and the men of it, 
through the abounding of temptations in the days 
v.herein thou liveſt 2 | | 

If thou findeſt this to have been thy Fate, awwate, 
call upon God; thou art faſt aſleep in a ſtorm of 
anger round about thee; 167-4 

(6) When thy 1% hath already gif tuo parti- 
cular dealings from God againſt it. This condi- 
tion is deferibed, Ja. lvii. 17. for the iniquity of 
his coveteuſneſs I pas wrath, and ſinote him, I hid 
me and was wrath, and he went on frewardly in the 
ay his heart. Cod had dealt with them about 
their prevailing luſt, and that ſeveral. ways, by 
affliction and euren. But they held out againit 
all: this is a ſad condition which noth ag but 
meer. fovereign grace (as God expreſſes it in the next 
verſe) can relieve a man in, and which no man 
ought to promiſe himſelf, or bear himſelf upon. 
God cftentimes in his providential diſpenſation; 
meets with. a man, and ſpeaks particularly to the 
evil of his heart, as he did to Fojeph's brethren in 
their ſelling of him into Fg yr. This makes the 
man reflect on his fin, and judge himſelf in parti- 
cular for it. God makes it to be the voice af the 
danger, afliction, trouble, fickneſs, that be is ip, or 
under, Sometimes in reading of the word, Gol 
makes a man ſtay on ſomethiug that cuts him to 
che heart, and ſhakes him as to his prefer couN- 

. | | ; (3 2 tion. 
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tion. More frequently in the hearing of the auora 
preached (his great ordinance for conviction, con- 


verſion and edification) doth he meet with men. 
God often hews men by the , of his avord in 


that ordinance; ſtrikes directly on their bo/om be- 
loved 1ſt; ſtartles the ſinner, makes him engage 
into the mertification and relinquiſhment of the evil 


of his heart. Now) if his laſt. have taken fuch hold 
on him, as to enforce him to read theſe. bends of 


the Lord, and to caſt rhͤ,⁰ cords from him; if it 
svercomes theſe convictions, and gets again into its 


eld poſture; if it can cure the wounds it ſo receives, 


that ſoul is in a fad condition. 
Unſpeakable are the evils which attend ſuch a 


frame of heart; every particular. warning. to a 


man in ſuch, an eſtate, is an ineſtimable mercy; 


how then doth he %%% God in them, who holds 
out againſt them; and what infinite patience is 


this in God, that he doth not caſt off ſuch an one, 


and /avear in his wrath, that he ſhall never enter 
into his reſt! Py | 


Theſe and many other evidences are there of a 


luſt that is dangerous; if not mortal. As our Sa- 
viour ſaid of the evil fpririt, this kind goes not out 


butt by faſting and prayer: lo ſay I of luſts of this 


ind; an ordinary courſe of mortrfication will not 


do it, extragrdinary ways muſt be fixed (n. 


Inis is the „ particular direction; conſider 
whether the luit or, fin you are contending with, 


hath any of theſe dangerous Huptams attending of 


8 | 1 
Before I proceed, I muſt give one caution' by the 
way, leſt any be deceived by what hath been 


ſpoken. Whereas I ſay, the hingt and evils 
abovementioned may % true believers, let not 
any that finds the ſame things in Himſelf, thence or 


from thence conclude that he is a true believer. 
Theſe are the evils that &clzevers may fall _ 
a : 7 an 


* 


* 
— 


SIN % BELIEVERS: 57 


and be en/nared with, not the things that conſtitut e 
a believer. A man may as well conclude that he 
is a believer, becauſe he is an adulterer ; becaua 
David that was fo, fell into adultery ; as conclude 
it from the u foregoing, which are the ev//r t 
fin and Satan in the hearts of belzewers. The / 
venrb of the Romans contains the deſcription of a 
regenerate man. He that ſhall conſider what 1: 
ſpoken of his dark Jade, of his utregenerate parts Of 
tne indwelling power and violence of ſin remaining 
in him, and becauſe he finds the lite in bimfei7, 
conclude that he is a regenerate min, will de de- 
ceived in his reckoning. It is all one as if you 
ſhould argue, a wiſe man may be ſet and wornded, 
yea do ſome things fooli/ply, therefore every one 
who is „iet and wounded and does things foolr/bly, 
is a chi man. Or as if a fly deformed crrdturr 
hearing one ſpeaking of a beautiful penſon, ſhourd 
fay that he had a mort or 1 =0 that much f 
gured him, ſhould: conclude that becauſe he hath 
himſelf cars, and moles, and wwarts, that he alto 
is beautiful, If you will have evidences ot your 
being believers, it mutt be from thoſe things that 
conſtitute men believers. He that hath theſe things 
in himſelf, may fafely conclude, /I am a believer; 
{ am a mojt miſerabli one. But that any man is 10, 
he muk look for other evidences, if he will hae 
peace, yy | 7 
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[70 l. " e Ru a $341 rw Ti 5. 
_ - CCC0ò ↄ ↄ * 
1 The ſecond particular direction. Get a clear fenſs of 
"12 i) The guilt of the fin perplexing." Confidenas 
N tions for help therein: propoſed... Ca) Ye "danger 
4. 5l .. manifold: 1. Hardening. 2. Tenßeral torrettion. 
_ 3. iLofs of peace and ſtrength. 4 Eternal defirucs 
1 a ian. Rules for the management of this confideras 
e Hat; (3) The evil of it 1. In gricving the 
11. , : Spirit. 25 Wounding the new creature. T4 | 
% | n 54 ; NN 
1 HE Second direction is this, ; NL 
_ | Get à cltar and abiding ſenſe upon thy mind 
41406 and conſcience of the (1) Guilt, (2) Danger, (3) 
105 i | Evil of that ſin wherewith thou art perplexed. | 
_ ﬀ - (1) Of the guilt of it. It is one of the deceits of 
1 a prevailing laſt, to extenuate its own guilt. Is it 
1 not a little one? When I go and bow my/elf in the 
. houſe of Rimmon, God be merciful to me in this 
1 thing. Though this be bad, yet it is not ſo bad as 
1 ſuch and ſuch an evil, others of the people of God 
„ have had ſuch a frame; yea what dreadful actual 
[730008 fins have. ſome of them fallen into! Innumerable 
mn ways there are whereby ſin diverts the mind from a 
| it .._.* Fight and due apprehenſion of its guilt. . Its noi- 
#6 ſome exhalations darken the mind, that it cannot 7 
| . make a right judgment of things; perplexing rea- 
. n ſonings, extenuating promiſes, tumultuating de- 
1 res, treacherous purpoſes of relinquiſhment, 
15 1 | hopes of mercy ; all have a ſhare in diſturbing 
105 . the mind, in its conſideratian of the guilt of a 
prevailing luſt. The propbet tells us, that luſt 
ö will do thus 2vbelly, when it comes to the beight: », 


Hof. iv. 11. Whoredom and wine and new wine take 
"away the- heart the heart, Ai. e.) the underftand- 
ing, as it is often uſed in the Scripture, And as 
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they accompliſh this work to the height, in unrege- 
rate perſons, ſo in part in regenerate alſo... Solaman 
tells you of him who was enticed by the lea wwo- 
man, that he was among the „imple ones, he was 
young man void of underſtanding, Prov. vii. 7: ant 
wherein did his 7p appear? Why, fays he, in 
the 23d wver/es ;herknew not that it was for his life ; 
he conſidered! not the guilt of the evil that he was 
involued in, And the Lord rendering a reaſen 
why his dealings with Ephraim. took no better ef- 
fect, gives this account; Ephraim is like à filly 
dove without heart, Hol. vii. 11. had no under- 
ſanding. of his own miſerable condition. Had it 
been poſhble that David ſhould have lain fo long 
in the guilt of that abominable fin, but that he 
had tpnumerable corrupt reaſonings, hindering him 
from taking a clear view of its uglineſs and guilt 
in the glaſs of the law? This made the prophet * 
that was ſent for his awaking, in his dealings 
with him, to ſhut up all ſabterfuges and pretences, 
by his parable; that ſo he might fall fully under 
a ſenſe of the guilt of it. This is the proper iſſue 
of luſt in the Heart, it darkens the mind that it 
ſhall not jaage aright of its guilt; and many other 
ways it hath for its own extenuation, that I ſhall 
not now inſiſt on. Let this then be the frf rare 
of him that would mortigh ſin, to fix a right juag : 
ment of its guilt in his mind. To which end take 
theſe conſiderations to thy aſſiſtance: HEL 
1. Though; the power of ſin be weakened b 
inherent grace in them that have it, that fin ſha 
not have dominzon. over them, as it ' hath over 
others, yet the guilt of fin that doth yet abide and. 
remain, is aggravated and heightened by it, Nom. 
vi. 1, 2. What, ſhall we ſay then ? ſhall aue continue 
in fin that grace may abound? God forbid, how fhall 
we that are dead to fin, live any longer thertin ? How 
'hall ave that are dead; the emphaſes is on the word 
g% 3 +V + Te. 


1 
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we. How ſhall ave do it, who (as he afterwards 
deſeribes it) have received grace from Chriſt to 
the contrary ? We (doubtleis) are more evil than 
any, if we do it. | 1 ſhall not infiſt on the ſpecial 
aggravations of the fins of ſuch perſons 3 how they 
un againſt more love, nercy, grace, afiftance, re- 
lie, meant and deli werances, than others. But let : 
this conſideration” abide (in thy mind. There is 
inconceivably more evil and guilt in the evi} of 
thy heart, that doth remain, than there would, be 
in ſo muchk-fin, if thou hadſt no grace at all. 
2. That as God /zes 'abundance of beauty and 
excellency in the defires of the hearts of his ſer- 
vants, more than in any the moſt glorious works of 
other men, yea more than in moſt of their un 
outward performances, which have a greater mix- 
ture of fin than the defires and pantings of grace 
in the heart have: fo God ſees a great deal of evil 
in the working of luſt in their hearts, yea and 
more than in the gen notorious acts of wicked men, 
or in many outward fins whereinto the /aints may 
fall; ſeeing againſt them there is more oppo/ition 
made, and more humiliation generally follows 
them. Thus Chriſt, dealing with his decaying 
children, goes to the root with them; lays aſide 
their profz/ion, Rev. iii. 15. I know thee, thou 
art quite another thing than thou profeſſeſt, and ö 
this makes thee abominable. = 
So then; let theſe things and the like conſi- 
derations lead thee to a clear ſenſ of the guilt of 
thy indwelling luſt, that there may be no room in 
thy heart for extenzating or excuſing thoughts, 
whereby fin in/en/ebly will get frength and prevail. 
(2) Conſider the danger of it, which is mant- 
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I. Of being hardened by its deceitfulneſs : this 
the apoltle ſorely. charges on the Hebrews, Ch. iii. 
* | . V. 12, 
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v. 12, 13. Tale heed; brethren, left there be in Uny of 
you an evil heart of unbelief, in'departing fromthe 
living God : but exhort one another daily,” while" its 
called to-day; liſt any be hardened through the 
drceifulmeſs of — 2 heed (ſaith he) uſe all 
means, conſider your temptations, watch” diligently, 
there is a treachery, a deceit" in fin, that tends to 
the hardening of your hearts from the fear of God. 
The hardening here mentioned is to the wimo/# ; 
rfter obduration; fin tends to it, and every dien - 
- per and luſt will make at leaſt ſome progreſs to- 
wards it. Thou that waſt tender, and didi# uſe to 
melt under the sb, under affiions, wilt grow 
(as ſome have profanely ſpoken) Ser mon- proc, and. 
 fichneſ3-proof ; thou that didſt rremble at the pre- 
ence of God, thoughts of death, and appearance 
before him, when thou hadſt more affarance of his 
love than now thou "haſt, ſhalt have à ſtoutneſs 
upon thy ſpirit, not to be moved by theſe things. 
- 7 hy fout and thy fn ſhall be ſpoken of, and ſpoken 
to, and thou ſhalt not be at all concerned ; but ſhalt 
be able to paſs over duties, praying, hearing, 
reading, and thy heart not in the leaſt affected. 
Sin will groz à light thing to thee ; thou wilt paſs 
dy it as a thing of nought; this it will grow, to, 
and what will be the end of ſuch a condition? 
Can a ſadder thing befal thee ? Is it not enough 
to make any heart to tremble, to think of bein 
brought into that eſtate, wherein he ſhould have 
ſlight thoughts of ſin; light thoughts of grace, of 
mercy, of the blood of Chriſt, of the law, Heaven 
and hell, come all in at the ſame ſeaſon? Take 
beed, this is that thy luſt is working towards; 
the hardening of the heart, ſearing of the conſei. 
ence, blinding of the mind, fupifying of the affec- 
tions, and deceiving of the whole ſoul. * & 
2. The danger of ſome great temporal corfet7ion, 
which the Scriptnre calls vengeance,” judgment,” and 
* puniſhment, 
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pumiſbment, Pſal. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, 33. Though 
el dete not utterly ca thee off for this ab. 
nation that lies in thy heart, yet he will vt with 
the rod; though he pardon and forgive, he will 
take vengeance of thy mnventions. © O remember 
Dawid and all his traubler; look on him flying into 
the avilderne/5, and conſider the hand of God upon 
him. Is it nothing to thee, that God ſhould 4/7 
thy child in anger, ruin thy eftate in anger, break 
thy boxes in anger, ſuffer thee to be a ſcandal and 
reproach in anger, kill thee, deſtroy thee, make 
thee lie down in darkneſs: in anger ? Is it nothing 
that he ſhould puniſh, ruin, and unde others fur 
thy ſake? Let me not be miſtaken, I do not mean, 
that God doth ſend all theſe things always on his 
in anger; God forbid. But this I ſay, that when 
he doth fo deal with thee, and thy conſcience bears 
witneſs with him, what thy provocations have 
been, thou wilt find his dealings full of &:trerne/* 
to thy ſoal. If thou fears? not theſe things, I 
fear thou art under hardneſs. _ $8. 
3. Leſ of peace and ſtrength all a man's days. 
To have peace with God, to have ſtrength to walk 
before God, is the /um of the great promiſes of the 
covenant of grace. In theſe things is the /// of 
our ſouls. Without them in ſome comfortable 
meaſure, to live, is to die. What good will our 
lives do us, if we ſee not the face of God ſome- 
times in peace? If we have not ſome ſtrength to 
Walk with him? Now both theſe will an anmortiſied 
lat certainly deprive the /ouls of men of, This 
caſe is fo evident in David, as that nothing can be 
more clear. How often doth he complain that his 
bones were broken, his /exl diſquieted, his wounds 
grievous on this account? Take other inſtances, 
1a. Ivii. 18. Fer the iniquity of his covetouſneſs: of 
aua wrath, and hid e What peace I pray is 


Wilk 


there to a / while God hides himſelf? Or ſtrengisb 


whilſt he /aites ? Hoſ. v. 15. I will go and return 
to my place, until they acknowledge their offence, and 


ec. my face. I will leave them, hide my face, and 


what will become of their peace and frength ? If 
ever then thou haſt enjoyed peace with God, if 
ever his terrors have made thee afraid, if ever thou 
haſt had frength to walk with him, or ever haſt 
mourned in thy prayer, and been troubled becauſe 
of thy weakneſs, think of this danger that hangs 
over thy head. It is perhaps but a /z#tle while and 
thou ſhalt ſee the face of God in peace no more: 
perhaps by 79-morrow thou ſhalt not be 'able to 
prey, read, hear, or perform any duties with the 


eaſt cheerfulneſs,, hfe or vigour; and poſſibly thou 


mayſt never ſee a guiet hour whilſt thou liveſt; 


that thou mayſt carry about thee broken bones full 


of pain and terror all the days of thy life; yea 
perhaps God will foot his arrows at thee; and fill 
thee with anguiſh and diſquietneſs, with fears and 
perplexities, make thee a terror and an aſtoniſhment 
to thyſelf and others, ſhew thee bell and wrath 
every moment; frighten and ſcare thee with /ad 
apprehen/ions of his hatred, fo that thy /ore ſhall 
run in the night ſeaſon, and thy /ou/ ſhall refuſe 
com furt; ſo that thou ſhalt wi/ death» rather than 
lite, yea thy foul may chooje ftrangling. Conſider 
this a little, though God-thouid not «rterly deſtroy! 


thee, yet he might caff thee” into this condition,” - 


wherein thou ſhalt have quick and living appre- 
henſions of thy deſtruction. Wont thy 2 to 
thoughts hereof : let it know what is like to be the 
ue of its ſtate, leave not this confideration until 
thou haſt made thy ſoul to tremble within these. 
4. There is the danger of eternal deſtruction. For 
2 due management of this conſideration, ob- 
ve, + 5 31/00 

I. That there is ſuch a connection between a con- 
tinuance in fin and eternal deftrudtion, that —_ 
l | 
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God: does reſolve to deliver ſome from a continue 
ance in ſin, that they may not be deſtroyed, yet 
he will deliver none from deſtruction that continue 
in fin, So that whilſt any one lies under an 
abiding power of fin, the threats of deſtruction 
and everlaſting /eparation from God are to be held 
out to him: ſo Heb. iii. 12. to Which add Heb. x. 
38. This is the rule of God's proceeding: if any 
man depart from him, draw back. through unbe- 
lief, God's ſoul hath no pleaſure in him; that is, 


his indignation ſhall pur/ue him to deſtruction; ſo 


evidently, Gal. vi. 8. ye" 

II. That he who is % intangled (as above de- 
ſcribed) under the power of any corruption, can 
have at that preſent no clear prevailing evidence 
of his intereſt in the covenant, by the efficacy 
whereof he may be delivered from fear of deſtruc- 
tion. So that deftrudtion from the Lord may juſtly: 
be a terror to him; and he may, he ought to look 
upon it, as that which will be the end of his 
courſe and ways. There is no condemnation to them 
that are in Chriſt Feſat, Rom: viii. 1. Vas! but 
Who ſhall have the comfort of this aſſertion ? Who 

may aſume it to himſelf? They that walk after the 
Spirit, and not after the fleſb. But you will ſay, is 
not this to. perſuade men to- wbelief? I anſwer, 
no; there is a 7vofbl/d judgment that a man may 
make of himſelf; - 1. Of his pern, and 2. Of 
his aways. It is the judgment of his ways, not his 
perſom that I ſpeak of; let a man get the beſt ewp7« 
dence for his perſon that he can, yet to judge that 
an evil way will end in deſtruction, is his duty; 
not to do it, is atheiſn. I do not ſay, that in ſuch 
a condition a man ought to throw away the evi- 
dences of his perſonal intereſt in Chriſt; but I ſayy 
he cannot keep them. There is a twofold condem- 
nation of a man's ef: an e en een 
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Firſt, in reſpect of deſert, when the ſoul con- 
cludes, that it deſerves to be caſt out of the pre- 
ſence of God; and this is fo fat from a buſineſs of 
unbelieſ, that it is an effect of faith. | | 
Secondly,. With reſpe& to the he and event; 
when the Gul concludes it ſhall be damned. I do 
not ſay this is the duty of any one, nor do I call 
them to it. But this I ſay, that the end of the 
_ way wherein a man is, ought by him to be concluded 
| to be death, that he may be provoked to fly from | 
it; and this is another confederation, that ought to N 
dabell upon ſuch a ſoul, if it deſire to be freed | 
from the intanglement of its luſts. (bs Big 1 
(8) Conſider the evi, of it, I mean its preſent 
evils, Danger reſpects what is to come; evil what 3 
is preſent - ſome of the many evilt that attend an 
unmoertiſied laſt, may be mentioned. 
1. It grieves the holy and bleſſed Spirit, which is 
given to believers to e in them and abide with 
them. So the apoſtle, (E iv. 5 26, 27, 28, 
29.) dehorting them from many de, and fins, 
gives this as the great motive of it, ver. 30, Grieve 
not the holy Spirit, whereby yen are ſealed to the da 
of redemftion. Grieve not that Spirit of God (faith 
he) whereby you receive ſe mam and /o great hene. 
fits; of which he inſtances. in one feral and rom- - 
prebenſive one, ſealing to ibeè day af redemption. He 
is grieved by it, as a tender and leaving fend is 
8 at the al of his friend, of whom he 
hath well deſerved; ſo is it with this engen 3nd 
loving Spirit, who hath choſen our hearts for a ha- 
bitation to dzvell in, and there to do for us aH that | 
eur ſouls deſire. - He is, grieved by our harbduring : 
his enemies, and thoſe whom he is to defiroy.inbur - i 
hearts with him. He doth not 4% willingly, 
nor grieve us, Lam. ili. 33. and ſhall we daily 
| 1 him ? Thus is hefaid ſometimes to be fed, 
ſometimes grieved at his Start, to expres the 
0 X N rea H rr ck 
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+ greateſt ſenſe of our provocation. Now if there be 
any thing of graczous ingenuity left in the foul, if it 
be not utterly hardened by the deceitfulneſs of fin, 
this conſideration will certainly affect it. Conſider 
who and What hu art, who the Spirit is that is 
| grieved,” what he hath dane for thee, what he 
comes to thy ſoul about, what he hath already 
done in thee and be a/bamed. Among thoſe who 
Walk with God, there is no greater motive and 
_ #rcentive, unto univerſal holineſs, and the pre- 
= _ ſerving of their hearts and ſpirits in all purity and 
f Cleanneſs, than this, that the bleſſed Spirit who 
hath undertaken to well in them as temples of 
|. _ God, and to preſerve. them meet for him who ſo 
„  &qell; in them, is continually conſidering what 
: 


% 


— 


they give entertainment in their hearts unto; and 
rejoiceth when his temple is kept undefiled; that 


| was an high aggravation of the fin of Zinmri, that 

*. he brought his adultereſs into the congregation in 
the ſight of Meets, and the reſt, who were weep- 

a ing for the ſins of the people, Numb. xxv. 6. and 
is it not a high aggravation of the countenancing a 


luſt, or ſuffering it to abide in the heart, when it 
is (as it muſt be, if we are believers) entertained 
under the peculiar eye and view of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
6h 199 care to preſerve his tabernacle pute and 
2. The Lord Feſus is wounded afreſh by it; his 
nero creature in the heart is wounded, His love is 
©” foiled, his 9295 gratified. As a total relin- 
 $*i/oment of him by the deceitfulneſs of fin, is the 
_crucitying him agel, and the Putting of him to 
eden ſhame, ſo every harbouring, of ſin that he came 
__ Yo deſtroy, wounds and grieves him. | : 
IJ. It will take axvay a man's 2% ln in his ge- 
'" neration, His works, his endeavours, his labour: 
ſeldom receive bleſſing from God. If he be a 
._ preacher, God commonly blows upon his miniſtry, 
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that he ſhall labour in the fire, and not be honoured 
with any ſucceſs, or doing any work for God; and 
the like may be ſpoken of other conditions. The 
world is at this day full of poor withering profeſ- 
ſors ; how few are there that walk in any beauty, 
or glory; how barren, how uſeleſs are they for the 
moſt part! Amongſt the many reaſent that may be 
aſſigned of this fad eftate, it may juſtly be feared, 
that this is none of the leaſt effectual; many men 
harbour ſpirit-devouring luſts in their boſoms, that 
lie as worms at the root of their obedience, and 
c orrode and weaken it day by day. All graces, all 
the ways and means whereby any graces may be 
exerciſed and improved, are prejudiced by this 
means; and as to any ſucceſs, God blaſts ſuch 
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mens undertakings. | N 0 
This then is my ſecond direction, and it regards 
the oppoſition that is to be made to %, in reſpect 
of its habitual refdence in the ſoul; keep alive 
upon thy heart theſe of the /ike. confiderations, of | 
its guilt, danger and evil; be much in the medita- 
tion of theſe things; cauſe thy heart to dwell and 
abide upon them. Engage thy thoughts into theſe 
conſiderations ; let them not go of, nor wander 
from them, until they begin to have a powerful 
influence upon thy /ou/; until they make it te. 
tremble. | | | * 
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Te third died fien EIN, Las the ela 
. nuith the guilt of the perplexing diftemper. The 
 avays. and means whereby that may be done, The 
fourth direction. Feboment defre for deliverance. 
' The fifth. Some diſtempers rooted deeply in mens 
natural tempers. . Conſideration o 75 uch diftempers - 
' Ways of dealing 575 them. The fixth direftion. | 
 Qcra/ions and 2 es of fit ie be prevented. 
Ter jewenth direction, The # r/t e 5 * vi 


| , gorouſly to be oppoſed. 


HIS is my third Greco; 5 * 

1 Load thy conſcience avith- the guilt of its, 
Not only conſider, that it hath a ' guilt, but load 
thy ee Race With the guilt of its actual erup- 
tions and diſturbances. 

For the right improvement of this role, 1 ſhalt 
give ſome particular directions. 
1 Firſt, Take God's method in it, and begin with 

: gene, 2 and fo deſcend to particular. | 

(ES (2 19 Charge thy conſeituce with that guilt which 

i :ppears in R. from the rertitude and boline/s of the 

J law. Bring the bely law of God into thy c. 

1 ence; lay thy corruption to it; pray that thou 


| mayit be affected with it. Conſider the 2 
per tuality, fiery ſeverity, inwardneſs, abſeluteneſs of 

q the aao; and jee how thou canſt ſtand before it. 

| | be much (I ſay) in affecting thy conſcience with 

the terror of the Lord in the lad, and how righte- 

ous it is that every ene of thy tranſgreſhons ſhould 

3 receive a recompence of reward. Perhaps thy con- 

1 - feience will invent ie and evaſions to keep off the 

Power of this conſideratjon; as, that the condem- 


| ning. fever of the /aw doth nat n to * 
rk 
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thou art ſet free from it, and the like; and ſo 
though thou he not conformable" to it, yet thou 
needeſt not to be ſo much troubled at it. But, 

1. Tell thy cenſcience, that it cannot manage 
any evidence to the purpoſe, that thou art free 
from the condemning power of fin, Whilſt thy u 
mort#fied luſt lies in thy heart; fo that perhaps the 
law may make good its plea againſt thee for a fu 
dominion, and then thou att a loſt creature. Where- 
ro it is beſt to ponder to the utmoſt, what it hath 
to lay. I 85 

| Afluredly he that pleads in the moſt ſecret re- 

ſerve of his heart, that he is freed" from the cen- 
demning power of the law, thereby ſecretly to 
countenance himſelf in giving the leaſt allowance 
unto any fin or Iuſt, is not able on Goſpel $f 
to manage any evidence unto any tolerable ſpiri- 
tual ſecurity, that indeed he is in a due manner 
freed from What he ſo pretends himſel fie be deli- 
vered. | N 
2. Whatever be the iſhe , yet the la hath com- 
miſſion from God to ſeize upon tranſgreſſors where- 
ever it finds them, and ſo bring them before his 
throne, where they are to plead for themſelves; 
this is thy preſent caſe: the law hath found thee 
out, and 25 God it will bring thee: if thou 
canſt plead a pardon, well and good; if not, the 
law will do its work. FALK. 

3. However, this is the proper sword of the lagu, 
to diſcover fin in the guilt of it, to awake and 
humble the ſoul for it, to be a glaſs to reprefent 
fin in its colours; and if thou denieſt to deal with 
it on this account, it is not*through faith, but 
through the hardne/5 of thy beart and the deceittul- 
neſs of fin. | £ i 1 4148 „ 

This is a door that too many pro*/ors have gone 
out at, unto open ap#/ftacy ;' tuch 4 deliverance 
from the law they have pretended, as that they 
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would confult its guidance and direction no more 5. 
they would, meaſure their fin by it no more; by 
| lirtie and little this principle hath inſenſibly from 
g the gorien of it proceeded to influence their prati-. 
| cal underſtandings; and having taken poſſeſſion. 
there, hath turned the will and affections looſę to 
all manner of abominations. 2 
By ſuch ways (1 fay then) as theſe, perſuade 
thy conſcience to hearkeyi diligently to what the law. 
ſpeaks in the name of the Lord unto thee, about 
thy luſt and corruption. Oh! if thy ears he open, | 
it will ſpeak with a+ voice that ſhall make thee 
tremble, that ſhall caſt, thee to the ground; and fill 
thee with 4 fun ment. If ever thou wilt gerte 
thy corruption, thou muſt tie up thy cegſcience to 
the 7awv, ſhut it from all , and exceptions un- 
til it owns its guelz,. with a clear and thorough ar « 
prehenſion: ſo that thence, (as David ſpeaks) t y 
iniquity may ever be before thee. NG 
(2) Bring thy lf to the Gaſpel, not for relief; 
bat for farther convia:on'ok its gal ; look on him 
whom thou haſt pierced, and be in bitterneſs, 
» Say to thy foul: what have I done? What eve, 
- what mercy, what bloed, what grace have I deſpiſed 
and trampled on? Is this the return I make to the 
Father for his love, to the Son for his S %o, to the 
Holy Ghoſt for his grace? Do I thus requite the 
Lord? Have I defiled the heart that Chriſt died to 
waſh; that the bleſſed Spirit hath choſen to dwell 
in? And can I keep myſelf out of the duſt > What 
can I ſay to the dear Lord Jeſus? How ſhall T hold 
up my head with any boldneſs before him? Do I 
account communion with him of fo little value, that 
for this wile luft ſake I have fearce left him any 
rom in my heart? How ſhall I eſcape; if I neg- 
leit fo great ſalpation ? In the mean time, What 
89% mall I ſay to thezLord ? Lowe, mercy, grace, goods | 
melſs;/peace, joy, conſolation, I have „ 
4+ an, 
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alt, and eſteemed them as a thing of nengbr, that L 
might Harbour a luſt in my hear. 
| Fave I obtained a view of God's fatherly coun- 
tenance, that I might behold his face; and provoke , - 
kim to his face Was my ſoul waſhed, that rooms 
might be made for new defilements ? Shall I en- 
deavour to diſappoint the end of the death of 
Chriſt? Shall I daily grieve that Spirit whereby I 
am ſealed to the day of redemption ? Entertain thy 
conſcience daily with this rreaty. See if it can 
ſtand before this aggravation of its guilt. If this 
make it not fink in ſome meaſure,” and melt, I fear 
thy caſe is dangerous. e 
Secondly, Deſeend to particulart. As under 
the general head of the Goſpel, all the benefits of 
it are to be conſidered, as redemption, juſtification. 
and the like; ſo in parritalur, coniider the manage : 
ment of the love of them toward thine own ſoul, 
for the aggravation of the guilt of thy corruption, 
As, : ; | 7 , #213751 
1. Conſider the iafnite patience and forbearance 
of God towards thee in particular : conſider what 
advantages he might have taken againſt thee, to 
have made thee a ſame and a reproach. in this 
world, and an obje& of wrath for ever: how thou p 
haſt dealt treacherouſly and falſly with him from 
time to time, flatrered him with thy lips, but 
broken all promiſes and engagements ; and that b 
the means of that fin thou art now in purſuit of; 
and yet he hath ſpared thee from time to time, al- 
though thou ſeemeſt 5o/dly to have put it to the 
trial how long he could hold out: and wilt thou 
yet ſin againſt him? Wilt thou yet weary him, 
and make him to ſerve with thy corruptions ? - ;: 
Haſt thou not often been ready to conelude thy- 
ſelf, that it was utterly impoſlible that he ſhould 
bear any longer with thee; that he would caſt thee 
off, and be gracious no more; that all his ſorbear- 
<6 7 ance 
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ance was exhauſted; and hell and wrath was even. 


ready prepared for thee; and yet, above all thy ex- 


pectation, he hath returned with viſitations of love; 
and wilt thou yet abide in the provocation of the 
eyes of his glory? "V3 e 
2. How often haſt thou been at the door of be- 
ing hardened by the deceitfulneſs of fin; and by, 


the infinite rich grace of God haſt been recovered to 


communion with him again sg . 
HFaſt thou not found grace decaying; delight in, 
duties, ordinances, prayer and meditation, war 
ig; inclinations to looſe careleſs walking, thriving; 
and they who before were entangled, almoſt beyond 
recovery? Haſt thou not found-thyſelf engaged in 
ſuch ways, ſocieties, companies, and that with 


_ delight, as God abhors f and wilt thou venture any 


more to the brink of hardneſss? 1 
3. All God's gracious dealings with thee in 
providential diſpenſations, deliverances, afflictions, 


mercies, enjoyments, all ought here to take place. 


By theſe I ſay, and the like meant, load thy conſti- 


ence, and leave it not until it be thoroughly affected 


with the guilt of thy indwelling corruption: until 
it is ſenſible of its wound, and lie in the duſt be- 


| fore the Lord. Unleſs this be done to the purpoſe, 


all other endeavours are to no purpoſe. - Whilſt the 


conſcience hath any means to alleviate. the guilt of 


nn, the ſoul will never vigorouſly attempt its mor- 


Fourthly, Being thus afe#ed with thy ſin, in 
the next place, get a conftant longing, breathing after 
deliverance from the power of it. Suffer not thy 
Start one moment to be contented with thy preſent 
frame and condition. Longing deſires after any 


thing, in things natural and civil, are of no value 


nor conſideration, any farther, but as they incite 
and /tir up the perſon in whom they are, to a dili- 
gent 2/e of means for the bringing about the 0g 
3 1 5 5 aimed 
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aimed at. In ſpiritual "things. it * 
Longing, breathing and papting after Golverance, 
is a grace in itſelf, that hath a mighty power . 
form the ſoul into the MA of the thing longed, 
after. Hence the ape deſcribing the repentance. 


and godly ſorrow of the Corinthians, reckons. his 
as one eminent grace that was then ſet on work 3; 


wehemont defire, 2 Cor, vii. 11. And an _this-cale 
of indwelling fin, and the gener of it, what frame. 
doth he expreſs him/zlf to be. in? Rom, VII. 24. 
His heart breaks out. with longings into à moſt; 
paſſlonate expreſſion of deſire of deliverance, _ Now 

if this be the frame of ſaints, upon the generat, 


and corruption? Aſſure thyſelf, unlels thou /onge/i 
for deliverance thou ſhalt not have t. 
This will make heart watchful for all op- 
portunities of advantage againſt its enemy; and 
ready to, cloſe with am a/ifances that are afforded, 
for its deſtruQion ;. ſtrong defires are the very life 
of that praying always which is enjoined us in All, 
conditions, and in none, is. mere neceſſary than in 
this 5 they ſet faith, ang pow on work, and ate the, 
ſoul's mowing after. the Lord, I | 
Get thy heart into a panting and breathing frame, 
eng,  figh, cry out; you know the example of 
David, I ſhall not need to inſiſt on it. 
1 The Fifth Direction is _.. 
5thly, Conſider whether the d:/ffemper with which, 
thou art explexeg, be. not rooted. in thy nature, 
and cheriſhe » fomented and heightened_from, thy 
c:uſtitution. A proneneſs to ſome fins may doubt. 
ils lie in the natural temper and diſpoſition. pf 
men. In this caſe conſid er 
1. This is not in the leaſt an extenuation. of the. 
gui/t of thy ſin. „ 
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Some with an oper profaneneſs will aſcribe g 
Wormities, to their temper and diſpoſition. 


vr wap others may not relieve thatuletven from 52 | 
: pref bg guilt of their diftempers by the ſame conk- 
i, 1 know not. It is from the fall, from 
| b = original depravation of our natures, that the | 
ent of any ſin abides in our na- 


Femes and nour 
tural temper. David reckons his bein 8 ſoapen in 


* Sziquity, and conception in fin, Pſal. Ii. 5. as an 


aggravation of his follo ng ſin, not a /x Kenz 


or extenuation of it. That thou art peculiarly” 


inclined unto any finful diſtemper, is but a pe- 


cullat breaking cut of original Tuſt in thy nature, 
Which ſhould Nella) abaſe and humble the. 

2. That thou haſt to Fx upon on this account, 
in reference to thy walking with God, is, that ſo 


55 15 an advantage is given to fin; as alſo to Satan, 


this thy 154. Op and diſpofition, that without 
8 watchfulneſs, care and diligence, 


they will a/uredly prevail againſt thy foul. . Thou- 
fands have been 4 this account hurried headlong 


to hell, who otherwiſe (at leaſt) might have gone 


at a more gentle, leſs provoking, leſs . 
Ane, 

* Wa For the mortification of any diſtemper, ſo 
rooted in the nature of 2 man, unto all other ways 
and means already named or farther to be iH 
on, there is one expedient © xii ſuited. This 
is that of the apoſtle, 1 ix. 27. J keep under 
my Body, and bi it into Jubjetion, The bringing 
of the very body into b, is an ordinance of 
God, tending to the mortification of fin. This 
gives check unto the natural roo? bf the diſtem 


. 


and withers it by taking away its fatneß of vil. 
7 s becauſe the Papiſis (men ignorant of the 
ri 5 7 0 of Chriſt, the work of his ſpirit, and 


Tr . in hand) have laid the dubee weight 
and _ W e in voluntary ferwices and 


wy | | ponancesy; 


'E 


El 
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penances; leading to the lesion of the body, 
nowing indeed the true nature neither of „ nor 
mortification, it may on the other ſide be a tempta. 
tion to ſome, to neglect ſome means of humiliation, 
which by God himſelf are owned and appointed. 
The bringing of the body into ſubjeftion in the 2 
inſiſted on, by cutting ſhort the natural appetite, by 
faſting, watching, and the like, is doubtleſs ac- 
pes to God, fo it be done with the enſuing: /i- 
mutations. 6 SUS RES t 
.) That the outward queatening and impairin 
of the body, be not looked upon as a thing ga 
in itſelf, or that any mortification doth: confift there- 
in, (which were again to bring us under carnal - 
ordinances) but only as a means for the, end pro- 
poſed ; the weakening of any diſtemper in its natu- 
ral root and ſeat. A man may have /zarine/; of body 
and foul together, S 
| (. 2) That the means whereby this is done, namely, 
by /afting and watching, and the like, be not looked 
on as things that in themſelyes, and by virtue of 
their own power, can produce. true mortification orf 
any fin ; for if they would, fin might be mortified 
without any help of the Spirit, in any uzregenerate 
perſon in the world. They are tq be looked, on 
only as ways whereby the Spirit may, and ſome- 
times doth put forth #rength for the F 
of his own wort, eſpecially in the caſe mentioned, 
Want of a right underſtanding and due improve- 
ment of theſe and the like conſiderations, hath 
raiſed a mortification among the Papiſts that may be 
better applied to horſes and other beaſts of: the 
field, than to believers. e 17-00 
This is them of what hath been ſpoken ; when 
the di/temper complained of, ſeems. to be rooted in» 
natural temper and copftitution, in applying our 
fouls to a participation of the Blood and ſpirit os 
Chriſt, an endeavour is to be uſed, to give heck 
| m 44 13 
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"David 7 feſſed himſelf to be exerciſed untot 7 
Save (faith he) e mer from mine iniquity, He 
watched all the wvays and workings of, his iniquity 
to prevent them,” to riſe up againſt them. This 
is that which we are called unto under the name of 
- confedering* dur ways: conſider what any, what 
compuniet, what opportunities, what ffudies, What 
, 32 what conditions, have at any time given, 
or do: uſually give advantages to thy * 15 
and ſet thyſelf Fecafully againſt them all. Men 
will do this with reſpect unto their Sodiiy infirmities 
„and diſtempers; the, ſeaſons, the diet, the air, 
| that have proved ee ſhalt be avoided Are 
the things of the foul of Tefs importance? Know 
that he that dares to dally with otcaffont of ſin, 
Will dare to fin. He that will venture upon tem 

tations unto wickedneſs, will venture upon #174 
---edneſs.  Hazael thought he ſhould not be ſo wicked 
as tht prophet told him he would be; to convince 
"him, th prophet tells him no more, but thou ſhalt 
be king of Syria. If he will venture on tempta- 
© tjons unto” cf4z/ty, he will be cruel. Tell a mani he 
ſhall commit ſuch and ſuch fins, he will Hartl' at 
ait: if you can chnaunce him, that he will venture 
4532 50 ſuch occafionm and temptations of them, he will 
_"* have little ground left for his confidence.” Parti- 
Folar ditechons belonging to this head are many, 
een enn er eee 142 not 
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not now to be inſifted on. But becauſe this Read 


is of no leſs importance than the whole doctrine 
here handled, I have at large, in another treatiſe, 
about entering into temptations, treated of it. | 
Se venthly, Riſe mightily againſt the f actingt of 
thy diſtemper, its firſt conceptions; ſuffer it not 
to get the leaſt ground. Do not ſay, thus far it 
{hall go, and no farther. If it have allotuance for 


one ſtep, it will take another. : It is impoſſible to 


fix bounds to fin, It is like water wra-channel ; if 
it once break out, it will have its cour/e. Its mot 


_ a4ing, is eaſier to be compaſſed than its bounding. © 


Therefore doth James give that gradation-and pro- 
cels of luſt, Chap. i. 14, 15. that we may ſtop at 
the entrance. Doſt thou find thy corruption to be- 


gin to entangle thy thoughts; riſe up with all thy 
ſtrength againſt it, with no 4% indignation than if 


it had fully accompliſhed what it aims at. Con- 
ſider what an unclean thought would have; it 
would have thee roll thyſelf in folly and filth. 
Aſk envy what it would have; murder and-deſtruc- 


tion is at the end of it. Set thyſelf againſt it - 


with no” leſs wigour, than if it had utterly. deba/ſed 
thee to wickedneſs. - Without this courſe thou wilt 


not prevail, As ſin gets ground in the affections 
to delight in it, it gets alſo upon the underitanding 


to light it. 4 
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The eighth See | Thoughtfulne/s of the excellency 
f the majeſty of God. Our unacquarntedne/s with 
bim, propeſed and conjidered. 


IGHTHLY, uſe and exerciſe thyſelf to 
ſuch meditations as tmay ſerve to fill thee 
at all times with /e//-eba/ement and thoughts of * | 
thine own-wileng/s 3 As, ALON 
1, Be much in thoughtfulneſs of the exce/lency 
of the majeſty of God, and thine infinite inconceiv- 
able diſtance from him; many thoughts of it can- 
not but #// thee with a ſenſe of thine own vileneſs, 
ich ftrikes deep at the bot of any indwelling 
fin, . When Jes comes to a clear difcovery of the 
greatneſs and exce/lency of God, he is filled with 
Jelf-abharrency, and is prefſed to humiliation, Fob 
xlii. 5, 6. And in what fare doth the prophet 
Heabatkut affirm himſelf to be caſt, upon the ap- 
prehenſion of the awazefty of God ? Chap. iii. 16. 
3 With God (lays Fob) is terrible majeſty, Job. xxxvii. 
| 22. Hence were the thoughts of them of old, 
q that when they had ſeen God they ſhould die. The 
Scripture abounds is this aba conſiderations 11 
comparing the men of the earth to graſoppers, to 
vaniſy, the duſt of the balance in reſpect of God, 
Ha. xl. 13, 14, 15. Be much in thoughts of this 
nature, to abaſe the pride of thy heart, and to 
keep thy ſoul Humble within thee: There is no- 
thing will render thee in a greater zndi/þpo/ition to 
be impoſed on by the deceits of fin, than ſuch a 
2 of heart. Think greatly of the greatne/s of 
$ Go 8 — | 
2. Think much of thine «nacquaintedneſs with 
kim; though thou knoweſt enough to keep 2 


1 
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low and humble, yet how little a portion is it that 
thou knoweſt of him! The contemplation hereof 
caſt that wife man into that apprehen/ion of himſelf, 
which he expreſſes, Prov. xxx. 2, 3, 4. Surely I 
an more brutiſh than any man, and haue not "the un- 
derflanding ef a man. I neither learned wiſdom, 
ner have the knowledge of the holy. Who hath af- 
cended up inte Heaven, ur deſcended? Who hath ga- 
thered the wind in his fits; Who hath bound the 
waters in a garment ? Who hath eftabliſh:a the ends 


Son's name if thou canſt tell; Labour with this alſo 
to take down the pride of thy heart. What doſt 
thou know of God? How little a portion is it? 
How immenſe is he in his nature? Canſt thou look 
without terror into the 2% of eternity? Thou 
canſt not bear the rays of his gloriout Being. 

HBecauſe I look on this confideration of great uſe 
in our walking with God, ſo far as it may Baue 
(as it may have) a conſiſtency with that filial bold- 
% which is given us in Jeſus Chriſt to draw nigh 
to the throne of grace, I ſhall farther inſiſt upon it, 


to give an abiding impreſſion of it to the fouls of 


them who deſire to avalt humbly with G. 
Conſider then I ſay, to keep thy heart in contie 

nual awe of the maje/ty of God, 

mc/? high and eminent attainments, of the neare/t and 

210%, familiar communion with God, do yet in this life 


know but a very little of him, and his glory. God 


reveals his name to Mo/es, the molt glorious attri- 
Zutes that he hath manifeſted in the” covenant of 
grace, Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6. yet all are but the backs 
2 of God. All that he knows by it, is but 
ittle, low, compared to the perfection of his 


glory. 


Hence it is with peculiar reference to Mes, that 
it is ſaid, No man hat ſeen God at any time, Joh. i. 
18. Of him in compariſon with. Chriſt doth he 
* Wy 1 2 ſpeak, 


that per/ons of the 


of Go/pel light above that of the law, manifeſting 
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ſpeak, ver 15. and of him it is here ſaid, No man 
(no not Mefes, the moſt eminent among them) 


taub ſeen God at any time. We ſpeak much of God, 
can talk of him, his ways, his works, his counſels, 
all the day long; the truth is, we know very lit. 
tlie ¶ bim, our thoughts, our meditations, our ex- 
preiſions of him are lat, many of them anaverthy 


of his glety, none of them reaching his perfec- 
tions. N 


vou will ſay, that Moſes was under the law, 
when God wrapped up himſelf in darine/5s, and his 


mind in. gers and clouds and dark inſtitutions. 
Under the glorious ſhining of the Gepe, which 
Kath brought 4% and immoriality to light, God be- 


ing revealed from his wr bo/em,ji we now Kuta him 
uch more clearly, and as he us: we fee his face 


un., and not his back-parts only as Mojes did. 


AN. 1. I acknowledge a vat, and almoſt un- 
| conceivable difference between the ac- 


Heb. i. 11. guaintance we now have with God, af- 


ter his Heating to us by his own Son, 


and that which the generality of the ſaintt had 
under the Jaw: for although their eyes were as 
good, Harp and clear as ours, their faith and ſpi- 


ritual underſtanding not behind ours, the objec as 


_  Eloricus unto them as unto us, yet our day is more 


clear than theirs was; the clouds are 
Cant. iv. 6, 6/6avn away and ſcattered, the fadozs 
| of the night arc. gone and fled away, 


"the fun is riſen, and the means of ſight is made 


more eminent and clear than formerly. Vet, 
2. That peculiar fight which Me/cs had of God, 


| Excd. xxxiv. was a Ge/pel-fight, a ſight of God as 


graciens, Ac. and yet it is called but his Sach- 
paris, that is, but low and mean, in compariſon of 


his exce/lencies and perfections 


3. The apoltle cxalting to the utmoſt this glory 
that 
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that now the weil cauſing dar-]: 
is taken away; ſo that with open  Sranerauuulie 
or uncovered face we behold the ue ages © ws 


glory of the Lord; tells us how: | 
as in à glaſt, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Ia a glad. How is 


that ? Clearly, per ty? Alas no: he tells o 


hew that is, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Ve ſee through a pla/s 
darkly, faith he: it is not a feleſcope, that helps us 


to ſee things afar off, concerning which the apoſtle 


ſpeaks; and yet what poor helps are they! Ho. 


* 


ort do we come of the truth of things, notwith- | 


ſtanding their aſſiſtance! It is a /ooking-gla/s where - 
unto he alludes, (where are only obſcure /peczes- 


and images of things, and not the things them 


ſelves) :nd a fight therein, that he compares our: 
knowledge to: he tells you. alſo that all that we do- 
ſee 3! lcd, by or through this laſs, is in datei 
in a riddle, m_darkne/s and obſcurity; and ſpeak - 
ing of himſelf (who ſurely was much more clear” 
fighted than any now living) he tells us that he ſaw 
but i jips;, in part; he faw but the back-parts of 
heavenly things, v. 12. and compares all the 
 #nowledge he had attained of God, to that he had 
of things when he was a child, wer. 11. it is a 

ipos, ſhort of the vo" manor: yea {uch as x arAgtIICtial, 
it all be deſtreyed or done away. We know what. 
weak, feeble, uncertain notions and apprebhenſions 


children have oks things of any abſtruſe conſidera- 
tion ; how when 7 5 row up with any improve- 


ments of parts and abilities, thoſe conceptions va- 
niſh, and they are aſhamed of them. It is the 
commendation of a child, to love, honour, believe 
and obey his father; but for his ſciencr and notions, 


kis father knows their chil1d4;/neſs and folly.” Not- 
withſtanding all our confidence of High attain- 


ments, all our notions of God are but chi in 
* of his infinite perfeMons. We liſp and 
baible, and fay we know not what, for the mot 

ES RR | part, 


} 


| 
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part, in our moſt accurate (as we think) conceptions _. ; 
and notions of God. We may love, honour; be- 

live and obey our Father, and therewith he accepts 
our childiſh thoughts, for they are but childuh.. 

Me ſee hut: his back-parts, we know but little of | 
him. Hence is that promiſe, Wwherewith we are ſo 

often ſupported and comforted in bur diſtreſs; ave - 

Shall fee him as he is; we ſhall ſee him face to face; 
kneqv asg we are known ; ccmprebend that fer which. 

, ave are comprebenued, 1 Cor. xv. 12. 1 Joh. ili. 2. 
and poſitively, New wwe ſee him nat: all concluding 

that here we ſee but his back-parts, not as he is, 
but in a dark obſcure repreſentation, not in the per- 


PFruction of his glory. | te | 
The Queen of Sheba had heard much of: Solomon, 
and framed many great thoughts of his magnificence 
in her mind thereupon ; but when ſhe came and 
faw._ his glory, ſhe was forced to confeſs, that the 
one half of the truth had not been told her. We may 10 
ſuppoſe that we have here attained great know- 
ledge, clear and high thoughts of God; but alas 
when he ſhall bring us into his. preſence, we ſhall 
cry out, we never knew him as he is: the thou- 
ſandth part of his glory and perfection and bleſſed- 
neſs, never entered into our hearts. 8 
The apoſtle tells us; 1 John, iii. 2. That we. 
Aucau not what we ourſelves ſhall be; what we ſhall 1 
ud ourſelves in the i/ue ; much leſs will it enter 
into our hearts to conceive, what Gd is, and what 
wie Kall ind him to be. Confider either him who 
is to be known, or the way whereby we know him, 
and this will farther appear. 8 5 
Firſt, We know ſo little of God, becauſe it is 
God who is thus to be known; that is, he who. 
hath described himſelf to us very much by this, 
T hat wwe cannot know him: what elſe doth he in- 
tend where he calls himſelf iavifible, incompreben- 
fable, and the like? That is, he whom we do net, 
114% | ie of , Canxep 


cannot know as he is, and-our farther progreſs con 
fiſts more in knowing what he if nt, than what he 
is. Thus is he defcribed to be immortal, infinite ; 
that is, he is not as we? are, mortal, finite, and i. 
_. mited, Hence is that glorioas deſcription of him, 
1 Tim. vi. 16. Who only hath immortality, dwelling 
in the light aubich no man can approach unto, whom 
ne man hath ſeen nor can ſte. His light is ſuch as no 
creature can approach unto : he 18 not ſeen, not be- 
cauſe he cannot be feen, but becauſe we cannot 
bear the” fight of him. The light of God (15 


ao hom there is mo darkneſs) forbids all acceſs to him 


by any creature whatever : we who cannot behold 
the ſun in its glory, are too weak to bear the 
beams of infinite brightneſs. 

On this confideration (as was ſaid) the wiſe 
man profeſſeth Himſelf 2 wery beaſt, and not to have 
the underſtanding f a man, Prov. xxx. 2, that is, 
he knew nothing in compariſon of God, fo that he 

ſeemed to have loſt all his underſtanding, when 
once he came to the confideration of him, + work 
and his ways. In this conſideration let our fouls 
deſcend to ſome particulars. - 

1. For the Being of God; we are ſo far from 
a knowledge of it, ſo as to be able to infra# one 
another therein, by words and expreffions of it, as 
that to frame any conzeptions in our mind, with 


* 


ſuch ſpecies and impreſſions of things as we receive 
the knowledge of all other things by, is to make, 


an idol to ourſelves, and fo to worſhip a god of our 


own making, and not the God that made us. We 
may as well and as lawfully hew him out of avood, - 
or /tone, as form him a being in our minds faited - 


to our apprehenſions. | 
The. utmoſt of the beſt of our 7boughts of the 
being of God is, that we can have no thoughts of 


it. Our knowledge of a being is but Jow, when 


> 
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it mounts no higher but only, to know. that we know 


It not. | 

2. There be me things of God, which he him- 
ſelf hath taught us to ſpeak of, and to regulate 
our expreſſions of them; but when we have ſo 
done, we ſee not the things themſelves, we know 
them not: to Helizve and admire is all that we at- 


tain to. We profeſs (as we are taught) that God 


is infinite, omni poteut, eternal; and we know what 
diſputes and notions there are about omnipreſence, 
immenſity, infiniteneſs and eternity. We have (I 


ſay) wore; and notions about theſe things, but as 


to the things themſelves, what do we know? 


What do we comprehend of them? Can the mind 
of man do any, more but feealloww itſelf up in an in- 


finite abyſs, which is as nothing; give itſelf up to 
what it cannot concei ve, much leſs expre/s Is not 
our undenſtanding brutiſh in the contemplation of 
ſuch things? And is as if it were not; yea the 
2823 of our underſtanding, is, not to under- 
and, and to reſt there: they are but the back- 
paris of eternity and 7nfinitene/s that we have a 
arte of. What ſnall I ſay of the Trinity, or the 
ubfiftence of difin# per/ons in the ſame individual 
eſlence; a myſtery by many denied, becauſe by 
none underſtood ; a myſtery whoſe every letter is 
myſterious? 1 
Who can declare the generation of the Son, the 
proceſſion of the Spirit, or the 1 of the one 
from the other ? but I ſhall not farther inſtance in 
particulars, That infinite and inconceivable 4 
flance that is between Him and us, keeps us in the 
dark as to any fe of his face, or clear apprehen- 
fon of his perfections. | Tat | 
We know him rather by what he de, than by 


what he is: by his doing us good, than by his en- 


tial goodneſs ; and how little a portion of him (as 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, We know little of God, becauſe it 
is faith alone whereby here we know him; I ſhall 
not now diſcourſe about the remaining impreſſions 
on the hearts of all men by nature that there is a 
God, nor what they may rationally be taught con- 
cerning that God; from the works of his creation 
and providence, which they ſee and behold ; it is 
confeſſedly (and that upon the woeful experience 
of all ages) fo weak, low, dark, confuſed, that 
none ever on that account glorified God as they 
ought, but notwithſtanding all their #nowwlzgge of 
God, were indeed without God in the world. 

The chief and (upon the matter) almoſt only: 
acquaintance we have with God, and his di/þpen/a- 
tions of himſelf, is by faith. He that cometh i God 


muſt believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 


Them that ſeek him, Heb. xi. 6. Our knowledge of 
®him, and his rewarding (the bottom of our obe- 
dience or coming to him) 1s believing. © We walk by 
faith, and not by fight, 2 Cor. v. 7. de ww; uw N 
dds; by faith, and ſo by faith, as not to have any 

e idea,” image, or ſpecies of that which we be- 


lieve : faith is all the argument we have of things 


not /een, Heb. xi. 1. I might here inſiſt upon the 
nature of it, and from all its concomitants and con- 
cerrments manifeſt, that we know but the back- 
parts of what we know by faith only. As to Its 
riſe, it is built purely upon the teſtimony of him 


whom we have not een; as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Hloau can ye love him whom you hame not ſeen ? That 


is, whom you know not but by faith that he is: 
faith receives all upon his feftimony, whom it re- 
ceives to be, only upon his own teſtimony. As to 
its nature it is an a/ext upon teſtimony, not an 
evidence upon demonſtration; and the hie of it ĩs 
(as was ſaid before) above us. Hence our faith 
(as was formerly obſerved) is called a ſceing darkly 
as in a glaſs ; all that we know this way (and _ 


* 
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that we know of: God we know this way) is but 
flow, and dark, and obſcure. - I EY bebo 
But you will ay, all this is true, but yet it is 
only ſo to them that know not God (perhaps) as 
he is revealed in Jeſus Chriſt ;_ with them who do 
fo, it is otherwiſe. . It is true, No man hath ſeen: 
Cad at. any time, but the only begotten Son, be hath 
revealed him, John, i. 17, 18. and, the Son of God 
is nod come, and hath given us an underſtanding that 
we may know him that is true, 1 John, v. 20. 
The illumination of the glorious Goſpel of . 
Chriſt who is the image of God ſbineth upon be- 
hevers, 2 Cor. iv. 4. yea and God who commandeth 
light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhines into their hearts, 
to give them the Antauledge of his glory in the face of” 
bis Son, v. 6. So that though we were Zarine/s, 
yet we are now /ight.in the Lord, Eph. v. 8. And 
the apoſtle ſays, Ir, 


Ve all, with open face, behold the 
. glory of the Lord, 2 Cor, iii. 18. and we are mow 
fo Ar from being in ſuch darkneſs, or at ſuch a 
diſtance from God, that our communion and fellows | 
ſhip is with the Father and the Son, 1 John, i. 3. 
The light of the Goſpel whereby now God is re- 
vealed, is glorious 3 not a ſtar, but the Sun in his 
beauty is riſen upon us; and the veil is taken from 
our faces; ſo that though unbeliewers, yea and per- 
haps ſome weak believers may be in ſome darkneſs, 1 
yet thoſe of any groauth, or conſiderable attain - 
ments have a clear ſight and view of the face of GC 
in Jeſus Chriſt, ; TY 
A. 1. The truth is, we all of us 4noww enough 
of him to love him more than we do, to delight in 
4 him, and ſerve him, be ieve him, obey him, put 
= - our. truſt in him above all that we have hitherto , 
+I attained. 1 ; | 
Our darkneſs and weakneſs is no plea for our 
_ negligence and diſobedience. Who is it that hath 
_ walked up to the knowledge that he hath had — 


{ 
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the perfections, excellencies, and avi of God? 
God's end in giving us any knowledge of himfelf 
here, is that we may glorify him as God; that is; 


tove him, /erve him, believe and obey him, give 

him all the Hongur and glory that is due from poor 
ſinful creatures, to a fin-pardoning God, and crea- 
tor; we muſt all acknowledge, that we were never 


thoroughly transformed, into the 7mage of that 
knowledge which we have had. And had we 
uſed our talents well, we might have been truſted 
with more. 3 

2. Comparatively, that knowledge which we 


have of God by the Rewelttion of Jeſus Chriſt in 


the Goſpel, is exceeding eminent and glorious. It 
is ſo in compari/on of any knowledge of God that 
might otherwiſe be attained, or was delivered in 
the /azw under the Old Teſtament, which had but 
the ſhadow of good things, not the expreſs image of 
them, This the apoſtle purſues at large, 2 Cor. ith 
Chriſt hath now in theſe laſt days revealed the Fa- 
ther from his ou boſom, declared his name, made 
+#nown his mind, wil! and counſel, in a far more 


clear, eminent, diſtin manner than he did for- 


merly, whilſt he kept his people under the pda. 
gegy of the laws and this is that which for the 29 
part is intended in the places before mentioned; 
the clear, perſpicuous delivery and declaration of 


God, and his will in the Goſpel is expreſly exalted” 
in compariſon of any other way of revelation of 
: | h 


himſelf | 

3. The difference between velievers and unbe- 
Levers, as to knowledge, is not fo much in the 
matter of their knowledge, as in the manner of 
tnoabing. Unbelievers ſome of them may know 
more, and be able to ſay more of God, his perfec- 
tions and his cu , than many belie wert, but they 
know nothing as they onght ; nothing in a right 
manner, nothing ſpiritually and ſavinghy; —_— 

WI 
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with an holy, heavenly light. The excellency of 2» 
— believer is not, that he hath a large apprehen/ion of 
things, but that what he doth. apprehend (which 
perhaps may be very little) he ſees it in the light 
of the Spirit of God, in a ſaving foul-transforming | 
light : and this 1s. that which gives us communion 
with God, and not prying. thoughts, or curicus 
raiſed notions. | 333 K 
4. Jeſus Chriſt by his word and ſpirit, reveals 
to the hearts of all his, God as a Father, as a God 
in covenant, as a rewarder, every way ſufficiently 
to teach us to obey him here, and to lead us to his 
boſom, to lie down there in the fruition of him to 
eternity : but yet now, | 
| 5. Notwithſtanding all this, it is but a Little 
. i we know of him, we ſee but his bact-parts. 
| or, | r 
(1) The intendment of all Goſpel rewelation ts 
not to #nrveil God's ęſſential glory, that we ſhould 
ſee him as he is, but meerly to declare ſo much of 
him as he 4nows ſufficient to be a foundation of our 
faith, love, obedience, and coming to him. That 
is, gf the /azzh which here he expects from us: 
ſuch ſervices as become poor creatures in the midſt 
of temptations ; but when he calls us to eternal ad- 
mi ration and contemplation, without interruption, 
he will make a new manner of diſcovery of him- 
ſelf, and the whole Hape of things, as it now lies. 
before us, will depart as a ſhadow. | 
(2) We are dull and flow of heart to receive the 
things that are in the word revealed. God, by 
our infirmity and weakneſs, keeping us in conti- 
nual dependance on him, for teachings and reve- 
lations of himſelf out of his word, never in this. 
world bringing any ſoul to the utmoſt of what is 
1 from the word to be made out and diſcovered; ſo 
Wo that although the way of revelation in the N 
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be clear and evident, yet we know little of the 
things themſelves that are revealed. 5 
Let us then revive the uſe and intendment of this 
conſideration; will not a due apprehenſion of this 
ancanceiwable greatneſs of God, and that infinite 
diſtance wherein we ſtand from him, fill the ſoul 
wich an holy and awful fear of him; ſo as to keep 
it in a frame unſuited to the 2 or flouriſhing 
of any luſt whatever? Let the ſoul be continually 
wonted to reverential thoughts of God's greatneſs 
and omaipre/ſence, and it will be much upon its 
watch, as to any undue deportments; conſider 
him with whom you have to do; even eur God is a 
conſuming fire; and in your greateſt abaſhments at 


his preſence and eye, know, that your very nature is 


too narrow to bear apprebenſions ſuitable to his eſ- 
tential glory. | 
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T he ninth direction. When the heart is difquieted by 

in, ſpeak no peace to it, until God ſpeadt it. Peace 

. ewitbout deteſtation 7 fin, unſourtd ;. ſo is peare mea- 
ured out unto eutJetwes. | How we may know when 
wwe meaſure our peace unte cu. , Directions as 
to that enquiry. The wanity of | ſpeaking peace 
ſlightly. Alfo, of doing it on one fingular account, 
not univerſally. OPT ICIS 


IN caſe, God diſquiet the heart about the galt 
1 of its diſtempers either in reſpect of its root 
and ingdavelling, or in reſpect of any eruptious of 
it, take heed thou Jpcalef not peace to thyſelf * 


' 
| 
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God peaks it; but hearken what ht ſays to thy foul": 
this is our next direction, without the obſervation 
whereof, the heart will be OTE: OR: to 
the deccitfulngſs of ſin. | 
This is a buſineſs of great importance. It is 


fad thing for a man to deceive his own ſoul herein. 


All the warnings God gives us in tenderneſs to 
our ſouls, to try and examine ourſelves, do tend 

to the preventing of this great evil of ſpeaking 
peace groundle/ly to ourſelwes, which is upon the iſſue 
to bleſs ourſelves in an oppoſition to God. It is 


not my buſineſs to inſiſt upon the danger of it, 


but to help believers to prevent it, and to let them 
know when they do ſo. 

To manage this direction aright, obſerve, 

- (1) That as it is the great prerogative and /owe- 


reignty: of God to give grace to Whom he pleaſes, 


(be hath mercy on <vhom he «vill, Rom. ix. 164 and 
among all the /os of men, he calls whom he will, 


and ſanctifies whom, he sei ſo among thoſe ſo 
called and juſtified, and whom he will ſave, he yet 


reſerves this privilege to himſelf, to ſpeak peace 
to whom he pleaſeth, and in what degree he 
pleaſeth, even amongſt them on whom he 2 be- 
ttowed grace. He is the God of alliconſolation, in 
an eſpecial manner in his dealing with believers : 
that is, of the good things that he keeps locked up 
in his family, and gives out of it to all his children 


at his pleaſure. This the Lord inſiſts on, J/aiab, 


lvii. 16, 17, 18. It is the caſe under conſideration 
that is there inſiſted on. When God ſays he will 
head their breaches and reer he aſſumes 
this privilege to himſelf in an eſpecial manner. 1 
create it, ver. 19. Even in te Ben of theſe poor 
wounded creatures, I create it, and according to 
my ſovereignty make it out as I pleaſe, 7 
- "Hence as it is with the collation of grace in refe- 


rence to them that are in 200 ſtate of nature ; God 
f doth 


+» SIN & BELIEVERS. un 
doth it in great curioſity; and his proceedings 


therein, in taking and leaving, as to outward ap- 


pearances, qaite beſides, and contrary oſtentimes 


to all probable expectations; ſo is it in his commu- 
nication of peace and joy in reference unto them 
that are in the ſtate of grace; he gives them out 
oftentimes quite beſides our expectation, as to any 
appearing grounds of his diſpenſations. | 

(2) As Cod creates it for whom he pleaſeth, ſo it 
is the prerogative of Chriſt, to ſpeak it me to the 
conicience : ſpeaking to the church of Laodices, 
who had healed her wounds falfly, and ſpoke peace 
to herſelt when ſhe ove not, he takes to himſelf 
that title., I am the Amen; the faithful- witneſs, 
Revel. iii. 14. He bears efimomy concerning our 
condition as it is indeed; we may poſſibly miſtake, 
and trouble ourſelves in vain, or flatter ourfelves 
upon falſe grounds, but he is the Auen, the faith- 
ful witneſs, and what he ſpeaks of our ſtate and 


condition, that it is indeed, Ja. xi. 3. Ile is 


ſaid not to judge accordivg 10 the /ight of the eye, not 
according to any . appearance, or any thing 
that may be ſubject to a miſtake, as we are apt to 
do; but ke ſhall judge and determint every cauſe as 
jt 45 indeed, | 2 

Take theſs two previous obſervations,” and I 
ſhall give ſome rates whereby men may know whe- 


ther God peaks peace to them, or whetaer they 


ſpeak peace to themſelves only. . 
(1) Men certainly Det, peace to themſelves, when 
their ſo doing is not attended with the greateſt ce- 


tation imaginable of that iin in reference where- 


unto they do fpeak peace to themſelves, and ab- 
horrency of themſelves for it. When men are 
_ avennded by fin, diſquiettd and perplexcd, and know- 
ing that there is no-remedy for them, but only in 
the nercies of God through the H¹⁹jd cf Chriſt, do 
therefore c, to him, and to the promiſes of the 
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covenant-in him, and thereupon quiet their hearts 
that it ſhall be well with them, and that: God will 
be exalted that he may be gracious to them, and 


vet their ſouls are not vrought to the great? de- 


teſtation of the fin or fins upon the account where- 
of they are diſquieted; this is to heal themſelves, 
and not to be healed of Gad. This is but a great 
and frong wind, that the Lord is #izh unto, but 
the Lord is not in the wind. When men do truly 
look upon Chriſt whom they have pierced (without 
Which there is no healing or peace) they will 


mearn, Zech. xii. 10. they will zcurz fer him even 


upon this account, and deteſt the fx that pierced 
him. When we go to Chriſt for hea.ing, faith eyes 
him peculiarly-as one pierced.) Faith takes ſeveral 
views of Chriſt according to the ocrafrens of addrefs 
to him, and communion with him that it hath. 
Sometimes it views his bolincſs, ſometimes his 
pcaber, ſometimes his love, his favour with his 
Father. And when it goes for healing and peace, 
it looks eſpecially on the #0 f the covenant, on 
his ſufferings; for by hi: fripes are we' healed, and 
the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, Ia." ni. 
5. when we lock ſor healing, his Fripes are to be 
eyed; not in the outward ſtory of them, which is 


the courſe of Fopih devot iomſte, but in the love, 


kindn5, myſtery and deſign of the croſs. And 
when wee look for peace, his chaſtiſements muſt be 
in our eye: now this I fay, if it be dene according 
to tie mind of God, and in the frengtb of that 


Fim which is poured out on believers, it will be- 


get a deteſtation of that ſin or fins, for which heal. 
ing and peace is fought.” 80 Exek. xvi. 60, 61. 


nevertheleſs: I will remember my covenant with thee 


in the days of thy youth, and ] will cftabiiſh unto thee 


an cverlafting covenant, and what then? Then then 
ſvalt remember thy avays and be aſpamed. When 
God comes home to ſpeak peace in af ſure covenant 


of 


of it, it alls the ſoul with fame. for all the ways 
whereby it hath been alienated from him. And 


one of the things that the apoſtle mentions as at- 


tending” that . godly Jarrow which is accompanied 


with repentance unto {alvation never to be repented 


of, is revenge, yea what revenge? 2 Cor. vii. 11. 
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They reflected on their mi/carriages. with indigna- 


ion and revenge for their folly. in them. When 
Jcb comes up to a thorough Scaling, he cries; Now 
{ abhor mſolf, Job xlu. 1 


which was ſo excellently preached by Elihu; Chap. 


Hand until he did fo, he 


had no abiding peace. He might perhaps have 
made ug bhimſef with that doctrine of free grace 


xxxiii. from wer. 14. unto the agth, but he had 


then but ſinned his wounds, he muſt come to /e/f< 


abhorrency, if he come to healing. So was it with 


thoſe in P/al. Ixxviii. 33, 35. in their great trouble 


and perplexity for and upon the account of fin; I 


doubt not but upon the addreſs they made to God 


in Chriſt (for that ſo they did, is evident from the 


titles they gave him, they call him their Roct and 


their Redeemer, two words every where pointing 
cout the Lord Chriſt) they ſpake peace to them- 
ſelves; but was it /azzed and abiding f No, at paſſed 


away as. the early' dew: God ſpeaks not one word 


of peace to their ſouls. But why had they not 


peace? Why, becauſe in their adarefs to God they 


flattered bim but how doth that appear? wer. 37- 
Their heart as wot right with him, meither were 


they fteuſa. They had not a deteffatior nor relin- 


4«i/oment of that fin, in reference Whereunto they | 


pate peare to themſelves: let a man make what 
application he will for healing and peace, let him do 


it to the true Phyſician, let him. do it the right way, - 


let him quiet his heart in the promiſes of the cove- 
nant; yet when peace is /poken, ift be not attended 
wath the deteſtation and abhorrency of that ſin 
which was the sueund, and cauſed the diſquiet- 

3.3467 K 3 ment, 


IF 


2 The MORTIFICATION 


ment, this is no peace of God's creating, but of. 
our own purchaſing. It is but. a fernning over the 
_* eveurd, Whilſt the core lies at the bottom, which 
will patri and corrupt, and corrode, until it 
break out again with 1o;/omeng/s, vexation and dan- 
ger. Let not poor ſouls that æuall in ſuch a path 
as this, (they are more /en/ib/e of the trouble of ſin, 
than of the pollution or uncl eanneſs that attends it; 
they addre/s themſelves for mercy, yea to the Lord 
in Chriſt they addreſs themſelves for zzercy, but yet. 
will keep the ſweet morſel of their ſin under their 
tongue) let them (I ſay) never think to have true 
and lia peace. For inſtance, thou findeſt thy 
- / * heart running out after the world, and it diſturbs 
_ thee in thy communton with God ; the Spirit ſpeaks 
expreſsly to/thte, He that lowveth the auorld, the lewe 
of the Father is 'not in him, 1 John ii. 15. This 
puts hee on dealing with God in Chriſt for the 
healing of thy ſoul, the guieting of thy conſcience; 
but yet withal a thorough-/gerefation of the evil it- 
ſelf abides not upon thee; yea perhaps that is 
liked well enough, but only in reſpect of the con- 
Hefuences of it; perhaps thou mayeſt be ſaved, yet 
a through fre; and God will have ſome work 
with thee before he hath done, but thou wilt have 
. little peace in this life; thou wilt be „t and faint- 
ing all thy days, Iſaiab lvii. 17. This is a deceit : 
that lies at the rr of the peace of many proſeſſors, ; 
and waſtes it; they deal with all their ſtrength 
about mercy and pardon; and ſeem to have great 
tommu nion with God in their ſo doing: they lie 
before him, - bexwazl their ſins and follics, that any 
one would think (yea they think themſelves) that 
ſurely they and their fins are now parted, and ſo 
receive in mercy that ſari gſies their hearts for a lit- 
ile ſeaſon; but Wen a thorough ſearch comes to 
be made; there hath heen ſome ſecret: ger for 
the folly- or follies treated about; at leaſt there 


bath 
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hath not been that | thorough- abhorrency of it 
which is neceſlary;; and their Whole peace is quickly 
diſcovered to be weak and. rotten z ſcarce Siding 
any longer than the words of begging it are in 
their mouths. * 
(2) When men meaſure out peace to. themſelves 
upon the cencluſſans that their convifions and. rati- 
onal principles will carry them out unto ; this is a 
falſe peace, and wall not abide. I ſhall a little 
explain what I. mean hereby. A man hath got a 
wound by fin, he hath a conviction of ſome ſin 
upon his conſcience, he hath not wWalled uprightly 
as becometh the Goſpel; all is not well and right 
between God and his ſoul: he conſiders now what 
1s to be done; light he hath, and knows what path 
he muſt take, and how his ſoul hath been formerly 
healed. | Conſidering that the promiſes of God are 


the outward means. of application for the beating - 


of his ſores, and quieting.of. his heart, he goes to 


them, /earches them out, finds out ſome one or 


more of them, whoſe lirenal expreſſions are. directly 


ſuited to his cusdirion: ſays he to himſelf, ops. 
elt a 


ſpeaks, in this promiſe, here I wall take my | 
Pute as ng and broad as my nnd, and fo. 
rings the word of the promiſe. to his condition, and 
ſeets Fi down in peace. This is another apprar- 
ance upon che mount, the Lord is near, TIP} 
but the Lord is not in it. It hath not e 
been the work of the Spixit (who alone can con- 
uince us of n and righteeuſac/s, and judgment) but 


the mere actings of the intelligent rational ſoul. 


As there art three ſorts of lives (we ſay) the vege- 
tative, the /en/itive and the ratioual or intelligent. 


Some things have only the . ſome the | 


enſitiue alto, and that includes, the former; ſome, 
have the rational, which takes in and ſuppoſes both 
the other. Now he that hath the rational, he doth, 
not only act ſuitably urban a b APR. $0 
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both the others, he grows and is ſenſible. It is fo 
with men in the things of God; fome are meer na- 
 taral and rational men; ſome have a faperadded 
conviction with 7/luminaticn; and ſome are truly 
regenerate, Now he that hath the /arrer, hath allo 
doth the former; and therefore he acts ſometimes. 
upon the e of the rational, ſometimes 
upon the principles of the exlightened man. His true 
ſpiritual Iife is not the principle of all his motions ; 
He acts not always in the Zrength thereof, neither 
are all his Fruits from that root. In this caſe that I 
| ſpeak of, he acts meerly upon the principle of 
convittion and illumination, whereby his firſt na] 
rali are . ee but the Spirit breaths not at 
all upon all theſe wperers. Take an inſtance: ſup- 
poſe the wound and diſquiet of the ſoul to be upon 
the account of relapſes, which whatever the epi7 
or folly be, though for the matter of it, never ſo 
ſfmall, yet there are no wounds deeper than thoſe 
that are given the ſoul on that account, nor diſ- 
quietments greater. In the perturbation of his 
mind, he finds out that promiſe,” Iſaiab lv. 7. e 
Lerd vill Bave mercy, and our God will abundantly 
fardon ; he will multiply or add to pardon ;* he 
will do it again and again; or that in Hof! xiv- 
Iwill beal their baek-ſliding; Twill love them freely; 
this the man conſiders, and thereupon concludes . 
peace to himſelf; whether the Spfrit of God make 
the application or no, whether that gives % and 
Fower to the letter or no, that he regard not. He 
doth not hearken whether God Yþe Lord petk peare.” 
He doth not wait upon God, who perhaps yet 
hides his face, and ſees the poor creature fealing 
peace and running away with it, knowing that'the 


time vill come when he will deal with him no, 
and call him to a new reckoning; Hof. x 3. . 2 
he ſhall ſee that it is in vain to go one ſtep where 
God dot not take him by the hand. 1 a | 
LD 
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I fee here indeed ſundry other -que/ions upon this 
ariſing and interpoſing themſelves: I cannot apply 
myſelf to them all: one I ſnalli a little ſpeak to. 

It may be ſaid then, /ceing that this ſeems to be 


the path that the Holy Spirit leads us in, for the 


healing of our wounds, and quieting of our Hf., 

how ſhall we know when we go bloke ourſelves, 

and when the Spirit alſo doth accompany us?: 
Anf. 1. If any of you are out of the way upon 
This account, God will ſpeedily let you know it; 
for beſides that you have his promiſe, that he 
etch he vill guide in judgment, and teach them his 
__wvay, Pfal. xxv. 9. he will not let you always err. 
He will (I ſay) not ſuffer your gatedugſi to he co- 
vered with f-leaves, but take them away, and all 
the peace you have in them, and will not ſuffer 
you to ſetrle on ſuch les; you ſnall quickly 4now 
your ann is not — That is, you ſhall 
ſpeedily know! whether or no it be thus viith you 
by the event; the peace you thus get and obtain, 
will not abide.” Whilſt the mind is overpowered 


by its -own convictions, there is no hold for dif 


quietments to fix upon. Stay a little and all theſe 
reaſonings will grow cold, and vaniſh before the 
face of the firſt temptation that ariſes. But, 
2. This courſe is commonly taken without war- 
ing; which is the grace, and chat peculiar ns 
of faith which God calls for to be exerciſed in fu 

a condition. I know God doth ſometimes come 
in upon the ſoul inſtantly, in a moment as it were, 
wounding and healing it; as I am perſuaded it 
was in the caſe of David when he cut off the ax 
of Saul's garment: but ordinarily in ſuch a caſe 
God calls fer coniting and lab ouring Pl 
attending as the = of a ſervant - Pal. cxxiji. 2. 
upon his maſter: ſays the prophet Pal. XxX. 6. 
1/aiab, Ch. viii. 17. I i wait g 


upon the Lord, aube bideth his face from Non 
| . 0 


. : x F 


+ oe | The! MORTIFICATION of 


God will haye hie children lie a While at his door, 
when they have vun from his houſe, and not in- 
ſtantly uſßb in upon him; unleſs he take them by 
the Hand, and pluck chem in, when: they are ſo 
aſhamed that they are not come to him. Now 
ſelfebealers, or men that ipeak peace to themſelves, 
do commonly make aße, they will not tarry; 
they do not harten what God ſpeaks, Jaiab xxviii. 
16. but on they will go to be healede. 

3. Such a cautſe, though it may quiet the con- 
ſcience and the mind, the rational concluding part 
of the ſoul, yet it doth not n beeten the heart with 
reſt and gracious contention. The anſwer it re- 
Cei ves is much like that EC/iſba gave Maaman, Go in 
peace; 2 Linge v. 19. it quieted his mind, but 1 
much queſtion whether it auαε tend his heart, or 
gave him any joy in Lelicving, other than the natu- 
ral joy that Was then ferred in him upon his heal- 
ing. Do not my «words do good faith the Lord, 
Mich. ii. 7. When God fpeaks, there is not only 
irats in his words, that may anſwer the rrvidtion 
of our underſtanding, but alſo they do good, they 
bring that which is faveer and good and AgHrable to 
the will and aſfedtions: by them the ſoul returns 

unto its reſt, P/al. Rv. AG. n 741 
4. Which is worſt of all, it amends not the lie, 
it heals not the evil, it cures not the diftemper ; 
when God ſpeaks peace, it guides and teeps the 
ſoul that it turn not again to folly, Pal. Ixxxv. 8. 
When we ſpeak it ourſelves, the heart is not taken 
off the evil. Nay it is the readieſt courſe in the 
world to bring a ſoul into a trade of back-ſliding. 
If upon thy plaiſtering thyſelf, thou findeſt thyſelf 
rather animated to the gattle again, than utterly 
aveaned from it, it 15 too palgablæ that thou. haſt 
been at avo#rk with thy on ſoul, but jeſus Chriſt 
and his Spirit were not there. Vea and often- 
times nature having done its work, will, v. 2 
45 , | ew 
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few days are over, come for its reward; and hav 


ing been» a#ive in the work of healing, will be 
teady to reaſon for a new wounding. In God's 
ſpeaking prace there comes along ſo e 
much,/werne/7 and ſuch a diſcovery of Luke xxii. 324 
his love; as is a ſtrong obligation on n 
the ſoul no more to deal perverſly. 

(3) We ppeal peace to ourſelves, when we do it 
ſlightly. This the prophet complains of in ſome 
teachers, Fer. vi. 14. They bade henled' the ⁊ uu 
of the daughter of my peaple ſlightly And it is ſo 
with eme perſons, they make the healing of their 
ot a flight work, a lool, a glance of faith to 
the promi/es does it, and fo the matter is ended. 


The apoſtle tells us, that the word did not proſit 


ſome, becauſe it was not mixed with faith; Heb. 
iv. 2. {A owyxerpujps , it was not well tempered 
and mingled with faith. It is not a mere loo to 
the word of mercy in the promiſe, but it muſt be 
mingled with faith until it is incorporated into the 
very nature of it; and then indeed it doth good 
unto the ſoul: if thou haſt had a wound upon thy 
conſcience, which was attended with wwea#zeſs and 
di/quietn?s, which now- thou art freed ot, how 
cameſt thou ſo? I looked to the promiſes of pardox 
and healing, and fo found peace: yea but perhaps 
thou haſt made too muck haſte, thou haſt done it 
overly, thou haſt not fed upon the promiſe, ſo as 
to mix it with faith, to have got all the virtue of 
it digujed into thy ſoul; only thou haſt done 3t 
lightly; thou wilt find thy wound, ere it be long, 
breaking out again, and thou ſhalt know that thou 
art not cured. e ee eee ©, ney 
(4) Whoever ſpeaks peace to himſelf upon any 


one account, and at the ſame time hath another evil 


of no leſs importance lying upon his ſpirit, about 
which he hath had no dealing with God, that man 
cries peace when there is none. A little to explain 


my 


' 
F 
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my meaning: a man hath neglected a duty again 
and again, perhaps when in all myghtoaufng/s it was 
due from him; his conſcience is perplexed, his ſoul 
wounded, he hath no quiet in his s by reaſon 
of his ſin; he applies himſelf for . and 


finds peace. Vet in the mean time perhaps wwor/#- 


lineſs, or pride, or ſome other fo//y-wherewith the 
Spirit of God is exceedingly griewed, may lie in 
the boſom of that man, and they neither diſturb 
him, nor he them. Let not Wer man think that 
any of his peace is from God. a 

Then ſhall it be well with men * — — have 
an equal reſpect to ai God's commandments. 
God will juſtify us from aur 2 Ins, but he will not 
juſtify the leaſt fin in us; he isa God of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. 

(5), When men of themſel ves ſpeak 40000 to their 
con ſciences, it is ſeldom that God. {peaks humilia· 
tion to their ſouls: God's peace 15:/umbling peace, 
melting: Peace, as it was in the caſe of David; 
Pſal. Ii. 1. Never ſuch deep humiliation as when 
Nathan brought him the tidings of his pardon. 

2, But you will, ſay, arhen may aue take the com- 
fart of a promiſe as aur baun, in relation to ſome pe- 
culiar auound for the quieting the hearts 
A. 1. In general, when God pale it, bel it 
when it will, ſooner or later. I told you before, 
he may do it in the verj inſtant of the fin itſelf, 
and that with ſuch rrrefe}tible power, that the ſoul 
muſt needs receive his mid in it. Sometimes he 
will make us avait longer; but When he ſpeaks, be 
at ſooner or later, be it when we are ſinning or re- 

nting, be the condition of our ſouls What they 
pleaſe, if (Godi/eat ha muſt be received. There 
is not any thing that in aur communion with him 
the Lord is more troubled With us for (if I may ſo 


day) than our An ewe nn. that —_ us off 
3 from 
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from — that ſtrong conſolation which he is 
o willing to give to us. * 
But you will ſay, We are Wannen e 
God ſpeaks it, aue muſt. receive it that it true, ar 
bow Hall we Rnodo when he ſpeaks? | 
Anf. 1. I would we could all practically come up 
to this, to receive peace when we are convinced” 
that God ſpeaks it, and that it i our Auty to e. 
ceive it; but, 
2. There is (ir! ny le lay 4 Weret find m ; 
faith, whereby it knows the voice of Chriſt, hen 
he ſp aks indeed; as the babe leaped in the womb 
; ers. the bleſſed virgin came to Elizabeth ; faith 
leaps i in the Heir when Chriſt indeed arab; nigh 
to it; my ſheep (lays Chritt) to- my voice, John 
*. 14. they know my worce, toy are uſed to the 
ſound of it, and they knov/ when his lips are 
opened to them, and are full of grace: the he 
was in a ſad condition, Cant. v. 2. in fect- 
riy ; but yet as ſoon as Chriſt ſpeaks ſhe ries, it 
is the woice of "ny Beloved that ſpeaks ; ſhe knew his 
voice, and was ſo ac e with communion with 
him that in ſtantly ſhe diſcovers him: and fo will 
you alſo: if you — yourſelves to acquaint- 
ance and communion with him; you will eaftly dif. 
cern between his voice nn the voice of a ſtranger. 
And take this «grins with yon; when he oth 
ſpeak he ſpeaks as never mat ſpake; he ſpeaks 
with power, and one way or other will make your 
hearts burn within you, as he did do che digt, . 
Luke xxii. He doth it by purtiag in bis hand ut 
_ the hole of the «ver, Ce v. f his Fl int 
ur hearts to ſeize on your 
He that hath his ſenſes dn v diſcern good or 
evil, being inereaſed in — and e 8 
by a conſtant obſervation-ot the ways 
wenge the — 1 "no Ie: Voir the | 
rit, 


1 ; 
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 Sping, and the effects it uſually produceth,)is the? 
beſt judge for himſelf in-this.cale.. i» +4 2:41 0} 
. I the: word of the Lord doth good to your 
ſouls, he ſpeaks it. If it. — r if it cleanſe 
and be uleful wo thoſe ends, for which \promi/es« 
are given: ug. 1. Toendear, me To cleanſe. 3. Lo 
melt and bind to obedience. 4. To felf-emptineſog? 
Kc. But this is not m 2 nor ſhall I far- 
ther divert in the purſuit of this direction; 1 with-" 


out the obſervation of it, fin will have great _—_ 


van tages towards the hardening of theohears. , Dn 
G Fünen en af wn” ** . 
4 N Nn 06 8 rey Desi lf + "ou 
1 0 I 43 50 1 "aj Fe —_— Nie 
u N 2 8 5 $5 e r 7 
R r 
i ei n would dee bas Ns 10 axtut 
— v5 + ill ee ee rang eee an n 


an m Ne qt * 5 Ao nein ne £ ia 


15 „i * ind ry 199 r 
rid rat * A . \ LE? IG mY 
The general uf of . — ratings» The ren 
direct an for the accumpliſtunent of xthe work. aimed 
t. Auel faith an Chriſti; abr ſeaunal auayt aubere- 
t& thit, may. bei dones' (Gar /ederation ofuthe fullneſs = 
441 Crit far. re/igf,/ propoſed... Great expectations. . 
Atem 8 » of v4 heſe - exptitotions, His" 
OO xmepciftulne/i;i bio ui Ing. Tan end an. 
OO feetations e en ib part of Chriſt: an the part of 
8 Helis wers. 4 aith peculiarly to. aa on the, death 
1 Ghrift : Rom. VE 3475, 6. The work of ibe 
Spirit in this aubole bufengfas; #514 oh 1 wd7 
Zenn way e e arid e p44 
' N® the conſiderations which I have heb 
* on are rather of things grrpara- 
rec to che work. aimed at, than ſuch as Will Heck 
it It 18 che beart s due 9 for the = 
it 
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Atlelf Ae which it will not be accorfipliſhed, 
chat hitherto l have aimed at. 
Directioſs for the work Kſelf arg very ſew; 1 
mean that are — 28 to it. And they are theſe 
- thatfollow gr nt  nnn £07 
eit, Ses faith works on Chia for the Ki. 4 
-of thy fin His 676% is tlie great ſoveretgn remedy 
for fin- ick ſouls. Lie in this and" thou wilt 'Ue 
as conqueront Ven the wilt through the gotd 
N God, live to ſee try luft dead at thy 
But thou Wilt fay, how mall faith act itſeff 
on en Cp for" this — and pot $19 7 1 — 5 funky 
3 
1 By faith fl ay ſou with * esd tedich 
| of: that provifion which! 18 layed up in jeſus Chriſt 
N "or! his end and purpoſfey=thatalthy , hs 
very luſt — re 6 0 thou art entangled, m 
mortifed by faith 3' ponder- on this, that — 
thou art no wh able, in er by thyſelf, to get the 
conqueſt over thy? di/Remp er, though thou art even 
weary of contending, 1483 art utterſy ready to 
faint, Lade xvi. 17. yet“ that there is enough in 
Jeſus Chriſt, to eld thee relief. Phil. iv. 197+ 15 
ſtaid the oo nes When he was ready td faint, that 
vet there was zrrad enough in his fathers Lene; 
— he- was At a diſtance from it," yet it lieb 
bim, and Raid him; in that there it was. In thy 
greateſt diſareis und Anif, conſider that Pulls 
of grace; thoſe” riches, thoſe" we cm of Rrength, 
might and heiß; that are laic up in 
Kiong for our ſupport; John I. 16. al $328; "2 
Col. ii or BEvikan come into, and 30 377 0 
abide in. thy mind; © Sonfider chat - a2nmue 13 
the is eva“, and made a Price und- SDH to 
give repentanee unto Jae), Acts, v. 51. and ir 
to give peur, to give mortifention,” without 
which the&other is not; nor can be, Chriſt tells us 
that we obtain ung grace by abiding in. Rim; 
n Liz John 


> 
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Toba xv. 3. To at faith upon the fulnefs that fs. 
an Chriſt for our /apply, is an eminent way, of 
| cbiding in Chriſt, for both our inſition and abode 
is by faith, Nur. xi. 19, 20. Let then thy ſoul by 
5 faith be exerciſed with ſuch thoughts and appre- _ 
© _,- - benſions as theſe. I am a poor weak” creature; 
_ vaſtable as water, I cannot excel. This corrup- 
tion is too hard for me, and is at the very door of 
ruining my ſoul: and ww/ at to de I know not: my - 
ſoul — . as parched ground and an habitation 
of - dragons ; I have made — and broken 
them; wouvs and engagements have been as a thi 
of neught ; many perſuaſion; have I had, that I h 
* the vi&ory and ſhould be deli wened, but I am 
deceived ; ſo that I plainly ſee, that without ſome 
eminent ſuccout and aſſiſtance, I am loſt, and ſhall 
be prevailed on, to an utter relingu; of God:; 
hut yet though this be my ſtate and condition, yet 
„ let the hands that hang down be 
John i. 16. lifted up, and” the  feeb/c knees be 
Moat vi. 18. 2 e ; behold the Lord Chriſt 
1 bobs that hath all Taue, of grace in his 
heart, all fulne/s of power in his hand ; he is able 
10 //ay all theſe his enemies. There is ſufficient 
provifien in him for my relief and aſſiſtance: he 
can take my drooping, dying ſoul, and make me c 
whore than à congueron,'! Way ſayeſt | 
Ne. wü. 48. en, O my foul ! my way ts bid from 
tie Lord, and my judgment it paſſed 
- ever from my God # Haft thou not known, haſt thou 
dor Bard that the everieſting God, the Lord,” the 


= 


Cate of the ends of the earth fainteth nat; neither 
| | is ,, é; there is no ſearching of his underſtanding ; 
he gi power 10 the faint," and ts them that have 
ge might be increaſeth firength. Iven the youths ſhall 
ſaint and be <weary, and the young men ſhall utterly 
fail; bar they that wait upon the Lord Hall renew. 
their firength, "they ſhall mount up with wyings as 
AIRED? | eagles * 
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eagles, they: ſhall run and not be abeary, they ſhall 
walk ard net faint, Iſaiah xl. 49% Kc. He can 
make the diy parched ground of my ſoul to be- 
come a pool, and my thirſty barren heart as ſprings 


of water; yea he can make this habitation of du 
gonsy this heart fo fall of abominable laſts, and 


_ kery- temptations, to be a place for gra/s- and rait 
to himſelf. LJ/aiab xxxv. So God ſtayed Paul un- 

der his emptation, with the confideration of the 
ing of his grace: ty grace 1s fufheient for eber. 
2 Cor, x44. 9. Though he were mot immediately 
ſo far matle patraker of it as to be freed from his 
temptation, yet the ſufficiency of it iu God, for that 
end and purpoſe, was enough to ſtay his ſpitit. L 


fſay then, by faith be much in there. of 


that ſupply. and the fulneſs of it, that is in jeſus- 
Chriſt: and how he can at any time give thee 
ftrength and deliverance. Now if hereby thou 
doſt not find ſucces. to a conqueſt, yet thou wilt be. 
aid in the chart; that thou ſnhalt not fly out of 
the eld until the battle be ended 3 thou wilt be 
kept:trom an utter deſpondeneyytand./a lying down 
under thy unbelief; of a turning aſide to fac! 
means and remedies that in the iſſue will not re 
lieve thee. The efficacy of this confideration will 
be found only in the practice. MEE 44; + 

2. Naiſe up thy heart by faith to an expetation of 
relief from Chriſt; relief in this caſe from Chriſt is 
like the prophet's viſion, Hab. ii. 3, It is for an 
appointed time; but at the end itithall ſpeak, and 


not lie; though it rar, yet wait for it, becauſo 


it ail, ſurely come, it will not tarry ; though it 
may ſeem ſomewhat long to thee, whilit thowart 
un 


er thy trouble and perplexity, yet it ſhall rep. 


come in the appointed time of the Lord Jeſus, 
which is the % ſeaſon. If then thou canſt ra 


up thy heart to a /etiled expedtation of relief from 
Jeſus Chriſt; if thine eyes are towards him, as the 


5 L 3. eyes. 
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cri z. When de expects 9 ſomewhat 
from him, thy foul ſhall be /atisfed, Iſaiah vii. 8. 
he will affuredly deliuer-thee ;- he will Jay the luſt, 
and thy latter end ſhall be peace; only look for it, 

at his hand expect when and how be will do it. 
8 nat beliewe, ſurely ye ſhall nat be efta- 
7 N wo. : g 45 ö 
2. But thou wilt ſay, what have I to 
Sid ſuch an erpectation upon ; ſo that L may ex- 
| pet not to be deceived? 1 
0 A. As thou haſt neceſſity to put thee on this 
2 courſe, John. vi. 68, thou muſt. be ze/zeved and 
faved this or none; to whom wilt thou go? 
there are in the Lord Feſus innumerable things. 
to encourage and engage thee to this expe&ation. 
For the heceſſity of it, Lhave in part diſcovered. 
it before, when J manifeſted that this is the work. 
of faith, and of believers only. M itbout me (ſays. 
Chriſt) you eum do nothing, Fobn xv. 15. ſpeaking. 
with efpecial relation to the purging of the heart 
2 | from fin, ven. 2. Mortification: of any fin, -muſt 
1 be by a ſupply of grace. Of ourſelves we cannot. 
| do it. Now it hath- pleaſed the Father that in 
Chriſt all -fulne/s Hun duell, Col. i. 19, that of 
Eis fulneſs we might receive grace for grace, John. 
Fi 16. He is the head, from whence the new man: 
Anu have influences of life and ſtrength,, or. it will. 
decay every day. If we are ſtrengthened with. 
— 7 might in the iner man, Col. i. II, it is by Chriſt's. 
A __ <velling in our hearts by faith, Epb. iii. 16, 17. 
That this work is not to be done without the Spi- 
| nit, I have alſo ſhewed before... Whence do we ex- 
& the Spirit? From whom do we look for him ? 
| Who hath promiſed him to us, having procured. 
him for us ? Qught not all our expectations to this 
gurpeſe to be on Chriſt alone? Let this then be 


fxed upon thy heart, that if thou haſt not relief. 
$5.4 ES om 


- 
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from a thou ſhalt never have any; all ways, 
endeavours, contendings, that are not animated 
by this e- ps ro relief from Chriſt, and him 
2 purpoſe, will do thee no good: 
ea if they a wg any t ing but ſopportments of ny 
eart in- this expectation, or means appointed by 
himſelf, for the receiving help from him. him, they are 


in vain. 


" Now fares is s- thes 19 this d. 


tions * 
1. Confider his mercifulneſe, "rendernals, and | 
_ kindneſs, as he is our great high Prieft, at the right 
_ hand of God. Aſſuredly he pities thee in thy 
diſtreſs; ſaith he, as one aubem bin mother: compart- 
eth fo will I gou, Iſaiah Ixvi. 15. He hath 
the tenderngſi of a. mother to a fucking child, Heb... 
ii. 17, 18. M berrfune in all things it d him to 
be made like unte his 8 eue — 
merciful and faithful high Prieft in things pert 
10 God, to make reconciliation for the fn of _ people, | 
for in that himſelf bath ſuffered Hog, e | 
245 to ſirccaur that ane temp how 1s. the 
ability of Chriſt upon the * 11 his ſuffering 
rere to us ? In that be D fern Bo 
ing. tempted, be is able, Did ſufferings and. 
N. ne of Chriſt add to his ability and power? 
not doubtleſs conſidered abſolutely and. in itſelf: 
but the ET ICED Is arr þ Xxx are 
. dzneſt, d, wilingneſ;,. to put itſe 
accompanying of it; it is an ability of wall — 
all diſſuaſions ; he is able having ſuffered. and | 
tempted, to break through all 57 fon to-the 8 
trary, to relieve poor tempted ſouls: Noaras fordfionss. 
he is able to help. It is a 2 the effect. 
For he can now be moved to help having been ſo 
tempted. 80 Ch. iv. 15, 16. Fer aue haue not; an 
high Prieft auhich cannot be touched with; the feeling 
Y our infirmitier,. but. was: in ew - 


- 2 * 
1 


oY dente cer edt of 


as aue lies vun aun our fu. Lot us Thendfore tome: 
boldly ro. thr-throne! of grace; that abe mah obreig- 
merdyy un find ꝓracr to holg in time M weed. The 
_ exhortation'of be 16. is the u that I am upon, 
namely, chat we. would entertain expectations of 
relief from Chriſt, Which the appiſtle there calls 
Fes tir lunsihe gef De, cf far Nuſoulsöi helps; if 
ever (ſays the ſoul). help were ſeaſonable, it would 
beiſo to me in my Preſent condition- "Pts 15 that 
which I long wa; grace for /ea/onab/e- help. I a 
ready: to die, to Periſh, to be ldſt for ever ini- 
2058 will prevail againſt me if belp dome not in; 
. — the apoft/e, expect this help, this we/;zf, this: 
race from yea, but on- hat account? 
E down, ver. 15. and e may ohſetve, 
that the word dier. 26; which we have tranſlated to 
o6taing is, Ng, l he e that we may e I 
ceive it: faitable and yeaſonable. wo will come in. 
I ſhall freely ſay this one. thing of Habliſbing the 
foul. 1 faith in expectation of relaf. from. Jeſus: 
D hriſt, On the · account of his Mer Cam, 
Mat 414 lac. as our High- Prieſt, will be 
more available to the ruin of ithys. 
loſt 38" diſtemper, and have a berrer and Jheedier! 
ifſae thanallthe: gi means of /e/f-maceration," 
that evet any of the unf men engaged them-' 
ae 4; Vea let me add, that never any ſoul 
dauid or all periſh by. the. (4 api of. 
I. 1 any Juſt," fin or corruption, who could 
Revel, in. 18. raiſe his ſoul by faith to an expedta-- . 
es en e Jefgs Chic dy 
2. Condider: his: Faithful who hath promiſed, 
which may raiſe thee up, -and (confirm thee in- this 
waiting in an expectation of relief. He hath pro- 
miſed to relieue: in ſuch caſes, and he will fulfil 
his word to the utmoſt. God tells: us chat his co- 
venant with us is like the ordinances of Heaven, 
3 and Aar, nn haye their, certain, 
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_eourles, Jerem. xxxi. 36. Thence David mid, 
that he wartube for relief” from God, as one 
wafeberh for the morning; a thing that will Ces 
tainly come in its appointed ſeaſon; ſo will be 
thy relief from Chriſt. It TING come in its ſeaſon, 
2s the dew and rain u — nr of 
faithful is he who hath prom Particular 
miles to 8 urpoſe are * with — 
them (that e to ſait to his condi- 
tion) — the ſoul be always furniſned. | 
2 — two eminent 7 on 

ys atten expectation uccour | 
Jeſus Chriſt, © 

1. It engages him to a full and ſpeedy alliance; 
nothin doth more engage the heart of à man to 
be uſeful and — —. to another, than his-expoRts. 
tion of help from him, if jultly e ware- 
zanced by him who is to gay | 
Lord Jfes hath raiſed our by th 1 Linda, 
care and promis, to this expeQtation ; 
our riſing up unto it, muſt needs be 8 
gagement upon him to aſſiſt us accordingly. 
the P/aimift gives us as an approved maxim, 9. — 
2 2 them that gut theit traſt in thee. 
_ the wm hg ans to reſt in God}; to re- 
te himſelf on him, he will aſſuredly arg it. 
will never be as mou that _ _ * he 

d at any time to the r Faro ye my 
bo in wad If Chriſt 5 42005 for the founda. 
tion of our ſapply, he will not fail u. 
2. It engages the heart to attend diligently to an 
aways and means whereby Chriſt is wont to commu- 
vicate himſe'f to the ſoul,” and fo takes in the real 
aſbſtance of all graces and ordinances whatever. 
He that expects any thing from à man, applies 
himſelf to the ways and means whereby it may be 
obtained. The beggar that expects an alms, lies 
at his d br in his way, from whom he doth 


c 


e TU MONTIFIOATION y 
Ard ie Phevardy whereby, and the means 


_ ewiexein, Chiiſtioomninnicates hinſelf äs, and are, 


_ aus brdinantesp ordinarilye He that expects any 
thing from him, muſt attend upon him therein. 
mie enam faith. that fets the heart on 
_ works It is not an idle groundleſs hope that I 
_Jpgaks of. If now there be any vigour, efficacy 
power in prayer or ſacramegts to this: end of 
Aurtrhn ſin, a man will aſſuredly be intereſted in 
it all, by this expeftation of relief from Chriſt. 
On chis acceunt Ereduce all particular actings, by 
Archer, meditatien and the like, to this head,; 
And fo ſhall not farther inſiſt on them, When 
are gtaunded on this bottom, and ſpring ſruom this 
woot, they ave of: ſingular uſe to this purpoſe; and 
L onions ts (ff bd bas (ty 26 
Now on this direction far the mortaficdtion of a 
prevaihing diſtemper you may have a thouſand gra- 
Satum gſt id who! hath walked with God-under-this 
vemptativn, and hath not found the uſe! and ſucceſs 
oh, it dare leave: the ſoul under it, without ad- 
ding any, mbtre. Ohly ſome particulars relating 
thereunta ma be mentioned. 
| IK . faith. peculiarly. upon t @ death, blood 
 Andcroſe af Chriſt ; that is, on Chriſt as; cracrfed 
.ap&{lain y [> Mertif dation: of fin is peculiarly from 
be death of Chriſt. I is one petuliar, yea emi- 
Bent. end. of the dt of Chriſt, which: ſhalt ab 
Juredly be accompliſhed, by it. He died to deſtroy 
the works ofzahe devil ; Whateyet came upon our 
nature by his frſt temptation, Whatever receives 
ſtren th im gurt perſons by his daily ſuggeſtions, 
Chriſt died: a0 daſtruy at, all. Heggawe: bim/elf. far 
iu, that be night redeem cs; from all. iniquity, and 
| Butify unte imple lf. a peculiur people, ægalout off gu 


_— 77 THE 14. This was his aim and ihtend- 


ment. AWherein he will not fail) in his gi wi lun 
{elf for ue. That, ve might: he freed: fron! the 
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r-of our ſins, and purified from alli pit deer | 
ing luſts, was his deſign. He gawe himſelf forithes: 
church) that he might ſanctiſ and cleanſe it, that ihe 
might: preſent it to himſelf a glorious chure>, \not ha. 
ing fpot or aurintle, or any ſuch thing, but that it 
ſoula be boly and without -blemiſh,. Eph. v. 25, 26, 
27. And this by virtue of his death, in various 
and ſeveral degrees ſhall he accompliſhed. Hence 
our waſhing, purging and ele anfing is every where 
aſcribed to his blood, 1 Jab i . Hebt i 3. 
Kew. i. 5 That being ſprinkled on us, purges oh. 
cunſcience from dead works ie fert tbe living God, 
Hleb. ix. 14. This is that We aim at, this we are 
in purſuit of; that our conſcienees may be 
from dead works ; that they: may be rooted out, de- 
ſtroyed, and have place in us no more. This hall: 
certainly be brought about by the Zeath of Chriſt: 
there Will virtue ge out from thenee to this pur- 
poſe. Indeed, all ſupplies of the Spit 
Tit; all communications of grace and benni 
power, are from hence, as I have elſe- ith Chr, 
where ſnewed. Thus the apoſtle ſtates Chap. vil. 3. 
it; Rom. vi. Wers, 2. is the caſe pro- AYE af, 
poſed that wWe have in hand; How Halb ae rh 
dead. into. fir, live; any langen therein?" Dead to. 
profeſſion; dead torfin by obligation to be. 

o 40: 3 participation ot virtue and 
nove for the killing of it gdgad to fin by wins 
and. in Chriſt, in and by whom ät is killed: 
hoy mall we live therein? Thas he preſſes by func? 
dry conſiderations, all ken from the death of 
Chrift, in the enſuing verſes. This muſt not be, 
wen. 3. Kaox\you n hat ſa man u ar e bap- 
tized into Jeſus Chriſ were baptized into his death ? 
We have in bapti/eri an endence- of our unplantans 
tion into Chriſt; we are baptezed into him; but 
what of him ate we baptized into an intereſt in x 
His deeb, ſaith he: If indęed we are baptized 

K | EXT | into 
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The monriPionTION my 


E = his” death,” The Caplicittion of 
this „e our being bpm neu into the death , Chriſt, 
the apoſtle — us, Ver. 4, 5. Therefore" we are 
* whith 25 by bapti/m imo death, that like ar 

. 1 80 up fromthe dead by the glory of the 

awe alſo ſpoulu walk in newne/s of 

— that our old man tis cruciſed aut 

of fin might be deftroyed,” that 

- henceforth. ave . fbo «ron ens This is (faith 
he): our ob rot thei death of Chriſt, 

— our conformity thereunto. To be dead 

to have our corruptions mortified, as he 

Vas put to death for fin; fo that as he was raiſed 

up vs 8 we may * raiſed up to Pw and new. 
ness o 7 

. He tells us gs it is that we have this bafs 
t5/m into the death of Chriſt, ver. G. and this is 
from the death of Chriſt ieſelf: our old man is 
_ eracified with Bim, that "the body of ſin might be 
deſtroyed : c %,, is crucified with him; not in 
Treſpet of time, but of cauſality ; we are erucified 
with him, merittorioufly in that he procured the 

"Spirit for us to mertify ſin; efficiently, in that 
220 eee eee or 0nr-erucyfping 
in the way of a repreſentation and exemplar, we 
orucified unto fin, as he was for ou an. 
This is that the apoſtle intends. Chriſt; by his 
arb, the works of the devil, procuring 
the Spirit for us, hath ſo killed #'as to its reigt 
iti bel that it Halt not its end and 
dominion! 

eie Then at faith on ane Chriſt,” and 

ITT —_— notions s. © © | 

at * In pectation ef pow, 

mn. , 2. In endeavours for toaformity. © 

Au.. 1$ For the firſt; the direQion given in g- 
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As to the later, that of the apoſtle may pive us 
ſome light into our dirdftion, Cal. ut, * Let 
faith look on Chriſt in the Goſpel as he is ſet forth 
dying and crucified for us: look on 
him ander the weight of our fins, 1 Cori xv. 37% 
Fraying, Blieding, dying + bring him 1 Pet. J. 16. 
In that condition into thy heart by 1 Pet, v. 1. 2. 
faith: apply his 3/ood fo ſhed to thy C. ij. 3. 
corruptiond do this daily. I might 
draw out this tonfideration to a great length, in 
ſundry particulars, but I muſt come to a cloſe. 

I have only then to add, the heads of the work 
of the Spirit in this bufineſs of mortification; which.” 
is ſo peculiarly aſcribed to him. ; 

In one word: this whole wort which I have de- 
ſcribed as our duty, is effected, carried on, and 
accompliſhed by the power of the Spgit, in all 
the parts. and degrees of it: As, oe ; 

1. He alone. clearly and fully convinces the heart” 
of the ewil and guilt and danger of the corruption, 
luft; or fin to be mortifigd. Without this convic- 
tion (or whilſt it is faint, that the heart can wreſtle 
with it, or digeſt it) there will be no thorough 
work made, An.unbelieving heart (as in part we 
have all ſach) will ſhift with any” conſideration, 
until it be over-powwered by clear and evident con- 
vickions now this is the proper work of the Spirit: 
he convinces of fin, John xvi. 8. He alese can do 
it; if men's rational conſiderations, with the 
preaching of the letter; were able to convince them 
of ſin, we ſhould (it may be) ſee-mote convictions 
than we do. There comes Hyathe preaching of the 
word an apprehenſion” upon ther undeirfandihgs. of _ 
men, that they are /nners, that /uch:apd /uth things 
are fins ; that themſelves are guilty of chem; but 
this light is not powerful, nor doth it lay e on * 
the practical principles of che foul; ſo as To con: 
form the mind and „ td produce 
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| ſoul of all the c of it, cuts off all 
covers all its deceitt, tops all its evalions, anfwers 
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effects ſuitable to ſuch an-approhenggs. And there- 
fore it is, that wiſe and Knowing men, deſtitute of 

ths Spirit, do not think thoſe 2 to be ſins at 
1! wherein the chi movings and actings of 4 


40d conſiſt. It is the Spirit alone that can do, that. 


doth this work to the purpoſe. And this is the, 


Hirt ching that the Spirit doth in order to the moy- \ 


tification of any luſt Whatever; it convinces the 


its pretences, makes the ſoul own its abomination, . 
and lie down under the 12uſe of It, Unleſs this 
be done, all that follows is in vain, . 

2. The Spirit alone reveals unto us the fulne/s 
of Chriſt for our relief, which is the confideration 
that ſtays the heart from falſe ways, and from de- 
ſpairing . 1 Cor, ii. 8. 2. 

3. T1 pirit alone efabliſhes the heart in ex- 
pectation of relief from Chriſt ; which is the great 
ſevereign means of mortification, as hath been diſ- 
covere + 2 Cor. 1. 21. | | 3 3 

4. The Spirit alone brings the creſ of Chriſt 


into our hearts, with its Ha-Killing power; for by 


the Spirit are we baptized into the death of Chriſt. 
F. The Spirit is the Author and Finiſher of our 


. Jandification.; gives new 1 5 12 755 and influences of 


grace for Bolineſi and ſanctification, when the con- 
Ny e is weakened and abated, Epbe/. iii. 
76, 17, 18. F- 5 | 
6. in all the ſoul's addreſſes to God in this con- 
dition, it hath /pportment from the Spirit. Whence 
is the power, life and vigour of prayer? Whence 
its efficacy to prevail with God ? bs it not from the 
Spirit? He is the Spirit of /apþlication promiled to 
them who look on him whom they have. pierced, . 


| Zech. xii. 10. enabling them to pray with e 
and groan: that cannot be uttered, Rom, viii, 16. 


I his is conſeſſed to be the great medium or way of 
ieee 57 oth 0 ox 
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faith's prevailing with God. Thus Paul dealt 
with his temptation, whatever it were; I beſought 
God that it might depart from me, 2 Cor. x11, 8. 
What is the work of the Spirit in prayer, whence, 
and how it gives us in afsfance, and makes us to 
RE 8 what we are to do that we may enjoy his 
belp for that purpoſe, is nat my preſent intend- 
ment to demonſtrate. 
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